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[bookmark: _Toc409783205]Abstract	Comment by John Rees: Nice to see someone add an abstract.  

Speaking professionally, there are two forms used in academic writing.  If you remember these are intended to be listed to inform potential readers as to whether your work is what they want, you won’t go far wrong in writing one.

Usually they are either descriptive of the work content or they give a concise summary of results and findings.
Smart Technologies are loosing their place as accessories to our lives, and becoming necessities. More and more we are seeing the implementation of electrical technology to all aspects of everyday life, combining fashion with functionality, and productivity, we are slowly transitioning toward a sci-fi dystopia.
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What is ‘Echo’?

One advancement of SMART technology, that has taken the world by storm recently, is Amazons Echo Device. More commonly known as ‘Alexa’, Amazon have created a friendly personal home assistant, who’s possibilities seem to be ever expanding. 	Comment by John Rees: Minor detail – “whose” is the possessive form.
 
[bookmark: _Toc409783208][image: ]Design	Comment by John Rees: The picture could do with a reference, assuming you sourced it from somewhere.

Amazons Echo device is one of the better looking home assistants. Featuring a fabric exterior along with some brushed aluminum on the top, the echo device feels as high tech as it appears. Over all, the device is very aesthetically pleasing, making it a comfortable accessory in anyone’s home.
On the side of functionality, amazons ‘Echo’ device is easy to use, having as little buttons on the device as possible has helped to declutter the device and avoid confusing the user with too many options. The voice control integrated into the device makes it extremely easy to use, and by diminishing all needs for other forms of input (such as keyboard, mouse and display) many people will be able to perform simple operations on the device without have ever using a computer or smart phone. 
One of the best features that helps with the functionality of the device, that I found, was the ergonomic volume controller. The integration of the twisting top to adjust the volume, left to lower and right to higher, allowed me to easily pick up the device and operate it with initiative. It is one of the smoothest and best implement features on a device I have seen recently, and strongly influenced my opinion of the device. In my opinion, this is where the device flourishes. The 360 degree speaker is more than capable of filling the majority of homes, while still providing rich and deep tones, making the device a suitable replacement for a home hi-fi system. However, the smaller version, the 'dot', offered by Amazon is quite lacking in the audio department, leaving room for improvement on accessories.

Capabilities.
 Having been designed as a personal home assistant, amazons Echo has functionality in mind for every aspect of its design. The best features to be offered by the 'Echo' is clearly the voice recognition software that comes with the device. Being made with voice control as the primary medium of input, the 'echo' does really perform best when used this way.
Here’s a list I have made of some of Echo's voice controlled capabilities.	Comment by John Rees: Good.  Tabulated data shows a lot of information and uses very few words.  It is usual to label the table (here it might be “Table 1:  Voice Controlled Capabilities” and mention the table explicitly in the text:  “In table 1 a list has been compiled of Echo’s … “
	Task
	Third- Party Software needed
	Satisfaction (5- Highly Satisfactory, 1 – Unsatisfactory)

	Play Music
	Amazon prime, Spotify, TuneIn
	5 – In my opinion this is the best integrated feature

	Read Audio Books
	Kindle or audio book software needed
	5 – works as well the music playing feature, as long as you already own the audiobooks

	Control lighting
	Unless you live in a modern built smart home, a third party socket will be needed to set up lamps to be controlled by Echo
	5 – Very quick and efficient. Saves walking back into a room to turn off lights you’d forgotten.

	Control heating
	Again, unless you live in a smart home, third party accessories will be needed to control your home heating.
	5 – works quickly and effectively

	Order / Shop
	Not needed
	1 - This feature hasn’t yet been properly integrated in the UK, and therefore is not really a feature present on our device,

	Make & Receive phone calls
	
	1- Hasn’t yet been properly implemented in the UK



From the table above, you can see Echo has a strong list of capabilities. In my opinion, the best set of features to be included in Echo are the home control features. Allowing users to control lighting and heating with their voice, along with an array of other devices, is an extremely innovating feature, and is one that I see making its way into a lot more of our devices and homes. Whether you wish to save time by controlling all devices in your house by voice, or just want to be apart of the technological movement Echo is a device that many of us will be finding in our homes within the next few years. 

Conclusion.
Overall, I think the amazon Echo is a very useful device, who’s main purpose is innovation. Although some features do not work perfectly yet, and depending on your location you may not be able to perform some functions, such as the shopping and phone call services, the Echo is still a great leap forward in terms of Smart Home technology, and is doing a lot more, in terms of innovating the industry, than other companies are doing.
The echo is still a great accessory to any home, and will continue to get better as third-party companies continue to create new uses	Comment by John Rees: Careful of capital letters for proper nouns.
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