A written assignment showing how a series of learning opportunities can be inter-linked to demonstrate progression in an area of learning and experience.
Introduction 
In this assignment I will be discussing the use of different Assessment for Learning (AfL) strategies which can be used within the classroom to track pupil progress. As part of this assignment I have created three lesson plans under different Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLE’s). The chosen AoLE’s I have used include; Science and Technology, Expressive Arts and Languages, Literacy and Communication. The lesson plans I have created are intended for a Year 4 class which I made up. The class has 26 pupils with one pupil, referred to as ‘pupil X,’ who has additional learning needs and requires extra support within the classroom, and this is indicated within each lesson plan. 
The topic for this term is ‘Our World’ which the children collectively decided on last term. All three lesson plans are based around this chosen topic for this term. The Science and Technology lesson is focusing on plant growth; what a plant needs to grow and how changing the variables can affect the plant growth. The children will be building upon their inquiry skills within this lesson as they will have to communicate their findings through this investigation. The Expressive Arts lesson focuses on the children’s creativity as they must create their own plant terrarium. This lesson also focuses on the children being able to give and accept feedback from their peers which is done through the focus of AfL. I thought this lesson linked nicely with the Science and Technology lesson as both focus on plants. My final lesson plan falls under the AoLE of Languages, Literacy and Communication as the children will be writing a letter to their local council regarding recycling. The children will have to use different language techniques, such as persuasive language, in order to engage the reader. The purpose of this lesson is to help change ‘Our World’ by improving our use of recycling. 
Throughout these lesson plans, I have used a range of different AfL techniques which I will be discussing within this assignment. The new curriculum which is being brought in in 2022 places a huge emphasis on the use of AfL strategies within the classroom. Using AfL strategies in the classroom can be greatly beneficial to pupil’s learning as it is a way of tracking where a pupil is in terms of their progress through the curriculum. As well as this, it can be hugely beneficial to the teacher as they will be able to plan effectively for each pupil in accordance to their progress throughout the curriculum. I will be discussing the use of AfL strategies and the different views on using them within the classroom further on in this assignment.                     
Literature Review  
Assessment for Learning has been highlighted to play a key role in the new curriculum for 2022. In Donaldson’s Successful Futures (2015), he lists the implications of pedagogy in the new curriculum. One states, ‘Good teaching and learning means employing assessment for learning principles’ (p.67). There is now going to be a larger emphasis on the use of AfL principles within the classroom and the new curriculum aims to embed these principles into practice. Donaldson talks about the importance of using AfL principles within the classroom as they provide the teacher with the understanding of where the learners are in terms of their progress. There is also an emphasis on the use of feedback to the learners as this can help the children to understand how they are progressing throughout their learning. In this document, Donaldson states, ‘Dylan Wiliam has suggested that effective teacher assessment can ‘double’ the rate of learning’ (p.68). This implies that as long as the use of AfL in the classroom is effective and of a good standard, children can learn a lot more within the academic year than they would without the use AfL.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Black and Wiliam (1998) talks about the characteristics of AfL. They think that effective AfL must involve all children in self-assessment. Self-assessment is said to be a good form of AfL as it gives students the opportunity to think about their learning and honestly assess how they think they are progressing. However, according to Black and Wiliam, self-assessment can have its problems. They talk about how self-assessment can only be effective if the targets are clearly set out for the children to allow them to really understand what it is that they are assessing themselves against and what it is that they must be achieving. Knowing that this can be an effective way to implement AfL in the classroom, in my lesson plans I ensured that the Success Criteria and Learning Objectives were clearly visible to the children throughout the lessons. This will then allow the children to be able to honestly and effectively asses their learning. 
Black and Wiliam (1998) emphasise that there are four key elements to AfL in practice. These include; 1. Questioning, 2. Feedback, 3. Sharing Criteria/Learning goals and 4. Self-assessment. Baring these four key elements in mind, I ensured that when writing my lesson plans, I included these elements. Questioning is important within the classroom and as teachers, we should use both types of questioning; open and closed. Open questioning is used to get the children thinking and requires more than one-word answers and closed questions are usually answered with either “yes” or “no.” Baring this in mind, I wanted to focus on using open ended questions in my lesson plans to encourage my learners to think. Feedback is also important to include within the classroom. It can be used to give praise to the children for their work and can also be used to inform the children on improvements which can be made to their work. Sharing criteria/lesson goals is vital as the children need to have a sound understanding of what is expected from them throughout the lesson. Doing so will ensure that there are no problems when it comes to children self-assessing. As Black and Wiliam (1998) suggested, having clear criteria will help the children effectively self-assess. Self-assessment is key to AfL as it can give children independence and gets them thinking about their own learning. From self-assessment, the children will be able to challenge themselves to further their learning. 
I chose to use several different AfL strategies within my lesson plans, two of which include; the traffic light system and think, pair, chare. These AfL strategies fall under the four key elements of AfL. The traffic light system is a popular AfL strategy that I have seen to be widely used within schools. This form of self-assessment means that the children can honestly review their learning and comment on how they think they have understood it; whether they did, or not. Think, pair, share is also a popular AfL strategy as it allows for an increased wait time as the children are posed with a question which they then must discuss with their partner. Mary Budd Rowe (1972) suggests that increasing the wait time to three seconds after a question is posed, improves the quality of answers given by the pupils. Although think, pair, share uses a longer wait time than three seconds, it shows that the longer you wait for an answer, the better the chances are of a good quality answer from the child. 
Although there has now been a larger emphasis on the use of AfL strategies within the classroom and many theorists have spoken of the benefits of using AfL in the classroom, there are some who argue their opinions. David Didau (2014) argues that ‘there’s a very real danger that the ‘big idea’ of AfL might be fundamentally, and fatally, flawed.’ Didau suggests that assessing a pupil during a lesson is not effective as he thinks there is no way you can check a pupil’s progress from one lesson. In his article, Didau argues against Wiliam who suggests that there are only two reasons for questioning; ‘to cause thinking and to provide information for the teacher about what to do next.’ He argues that questioning alone cannot determine where a pupil is in terms of their progress. He says that using questioning and taking the responses then deciding to ‘move on’ puts us in ‘serious danger of missing the point that “as learning occurs, so does forgetting.”’ I can agree with this statement to an extent as I do think that some of what we learn growing up can be forgotten, so the idea of using questioning to gain an idea of where a child is in terms of their progress of learning can be ineffective. If we were to take from a pupil’s response and determine where they are in terms of their progression in the curriculum, then are we ignoring the fact that forgetting can occur and this may not be an effective way of assessing a pupil? 
Although AfL is widely praised by many people, we must accept that using AfL within the classroom might not work as effectively as Donaldson’s curriculum would hope. However, to see it work, we must, as teachers, ensure that we follow what is laid out in the curriculum and remember what is needed for good pedagogy. Donaldson’s new curriculum for 2022 includes ‘What Matters’ statements in each of the AoLE’s and we must ensure that we implement the AfL strategies within our teaching to ensure that the pupils are achieving their progression steps and are in line with the curriculum. 
Discussion of lesson planning decisions 
The three AoLE’s I have chosen for my lesson plans are; Science and Technology, Expressive Arts and Languages, Literacy and Communication. The reason I chose these AoLE’s is because they fit into the class topic of ‘Our World.’ Science and Technology tends to play a big part within the topic of ‘Our World’ which is why I chose to plan a lesson focusing on this AoLE. The Expressive Arts lesson and the Languages, Literacy and Communication lesson fit in nicely with the class theme too. I chose these three AoLE’s to ensure I had a variety of focuses within my teaching. Having a Science, Art and English lesson planned shows the variety of focuses on the different aspects of the curriculum which I have used. Although all three lessons are closely linked through the class topic, the AoLE’s I have chosen to plan my lesson around show that a range of different skills will be developed through the activities. The progression steps used for these lesson plans are Progression Step 2 as they best fit in accordance to the curriculum progression step guidelines. 
In each lesson plan I have included two AfL strategies which I will be using in the classroom. The chosen AfL strategies I have used fit in well with each lesson I have planned. The AfL strategies in each lesson are being used to allow for evaluation of the pupils’ progress. I have included a range of different AfL strategies in each lesson plan to show my understanding of the importance of using AfL within the classroom. 
My first lesson plan focuses on the Science and Technology AoLE and focuses solely on Science. The lesson focus is the inquiry into the growth of plants. The ‘What Matters’ statement used for this lesson plan is ‘The world around us is full of living things which depend on each other for survival’ (2019a). I chose to use this ‘What Matters’ statement as it best fits the purpose of the lesson plan. The children will be learning about the growth of plants and what a plant needs to survive so this will allow the children to gain an understanding into living things within our world. As well as this, the children will be learning skills of inquiry and the diversity of life. The children will have to use their skills to collect data and communicate their findings in this lesson. They will do this through their investigation which they will complete on the iPads. The children will investigate each of the factors required for plant growth and what would happen if a plant was missing one of the factors. The children will be using the AfL strategy of ‘Think, pair, share’ during this lesson as they will need to think about the questions which I will ask, discuss them in their pairs and then share their responses with the class. This will allow for a class discussion which is important to the use of AfL within the classroom. An example of questioning I will use is; ‘What three things are required for plant growth?’ 
This lesson plan also includes cross-curricular responsibilities. It links with the National Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF) which states that children should ‘use subject-specific vocabulary independently’ (2008). The children will be expected to use subject-specific vocabulary throughout the lesson when discussing what a plant requires for growth. The children will be using vocabulary such as; heat, light, water, investigation etc. The three success criteria for this Science lesson are; 1. I can collect data and communicate my findings, 2. I can identify what a plant requires for growth and 3. I can explore how different habitats provide resources for living things to survive. These three success criteria will be clearly explained to the children during the introduction of the lesson so that they know what is expected of them by the end of the lesson. For me to gain and understanding of where the children are in terms of their learning from this lesson, I have chosen to use the ‘thumbs up, thumbs down’ AfL strategy. I will ask the children to put their heads on the table and clearly raise their hands showing a thumbs up, thumbs in the middle, or thumbs down. By asking the children to place their heads on the table, this ensures that the children can give an honest opinion about whether they understood the activity or not. This could be an effective use of AfL as the children will not be able to see their peers’ responses so it would encourage them to be completely honest with their views.
The second lesson I have planned comes under the Expressive Arts AoLE and focuses on the children’s creativity skills. The lesson focuses on making a terrarium using a plastic bottle, soil, pebbles and a small plant. As the topic of this term is ‘Our World,’ I thought this lesson would be lovely for the children to do. As the children will have previously learnt about plant growth in their Science and Technology lesson, I thought that making a terrarium and planting a plant would be a nice activity. This lesson has cross-curricular links as it is also linking to Science because of the previous learning of the growth of a plant and it links to the LNF as the children must be able to ‘use subject-specific vocabulary’ (2008). The ‘What Matters’ statement used for this lesson is ‘Responding and reflecting, both as artist and audience, is a fundamental part of learning about and through the Expressive Arts’ (2019b). During this lesson children will have to give and accept feedback from their peers. They will be able to achieve this as I have included the AfL strategy of a ‘walking gallery.’ After the children have completed their terrariums, they will be asked to place them on their desks and the children will take part in walking around the classroom, looking at each pupils’ terrarium and they will be asked to think about what they think is good about them and what they think could be changed. This could be a good use of AfL as it encourages the children to self-assess and peer-assess. This meets Black and Wiliam’s (1998) four key elements of AfL. 
The success criteria for this lesson which I will ask the children to think about are; 1. I can give and accept feedback, 2. I can use my creativity to create a terrarium and 3. I can talk about my creation using subject-specific vocabulary. These success criteria will be clearly explained at the beginning of the lesson and will be clearly shown in the classroom so that the children can continuously remind themselves of what they must achieve by the end of the lesson. 
The children will be shown a ‘WAGOLL’ (what a good one looks like), where the children will be able to see a terrarium which I have already made. This will help the children as they will be able to physically see what their terrarium should look like when they complete it. The children will have to bring in a plastic water bottle which will be cut in half. The children will put potting soil in the bottom half of the bottle, and they will add pebbles to it. They then will plant a small plant into the soil and water it sparingly. They then will be asked to put the top half of the bottle back on and the cap of the bottle will be used as the lid to water the plant. The children will also be able to self-assess during this activity as they will be able to see what they are doing and how they are getting on throughout the creating process and if they think they need to make changes then they can do so. 
Throughout this lesson I will be using the questioning AfL strategy. I will be focusing on asking the children questions about their terrariums, focusing on the children using the key vocabulary. The reason I chose to use the questioning AfL strategy in this lesson plan is because I think it is a good way to grasp an understanding on where the children are in terms of their progress. If the children can answer the questions well, then I can change the wording of the questions to challenge the children. If the children can’t answer the questions well, then I can adapt my questioning so that the children can have a better understanding and be able to answer the questions. The use of the questioning AfL strategy also falls under Black and Wiliam’s (1998) four key elements for AfL as questioning is seen as a great way to get the children thinking and to allow the teacher to assess the children based on their responses. 
My third and final lesson plan for this assignment comes under the Languages, Literacy and Communication AoLE. The lesson focus is on writing a letter to the local council regarding recycling in the area. The ‘What Matters’ statement which this lesson comes under is ‘Learners who speak and write effectively are prepared to play a full part in life and work’ (2019c). This lesson focuses on the children’s writing skills which as mentioned in the ‘What Matters’ statement I have chosen, will prepare the children for life and work. This lesson has cross-curricular responsibilities under the LNF. The children should be able to ‘adapt what they write and to the purpose and reader, choosing words appropriately, e.g. descriptive and persuasive language’(2008). The children must be able to write using persuasive language as the purpose of the letter is to encourage the local council to better their recycling in the area. The Learning Objective for this lesson is that the children will learn to ‘plan and write for different purposes and audiences.’ The three success criteria for this lesson are; 1. I can write for different purposes and audiences, 2. I understand the importance of recycling and 3. I can form a written letter. 
The children previously learnt about sorting recycling and how different materials can be recycled so I thought this lesson would be a good way to further their learning on recycling. As well as this, this lesson is aimed at improving the children’s writing skills. Recycling has links to the theme of ‘Our World’ as the children have been learning about how recycling can help our environment and how important it is to recycle in order to maintain our world. 
During this lesson, the children will be shown a WAGOLL of a good piece of letter writing about recycling. We will be discussing the features of the writing, making sure that the children know what to include in their letter to the local council. This can include; persuasive words and the format of a letter. An AfL strategy I have chosen to use within the lesson is ‘Pose, pause, pounce, bounce.’ This is where I will pose a question to the children, for example, ‘what has this letter included?’, and then I will pause for a few seconds, then ask a child for an answer and bounce it around the classroom to get multiple answers from the children. This will ensure that I have all children engaged in the questioning as every child is being asked the same question and they won’t know which children I will choose to give an answer. This encourages every child’s thinking and allows each child to have the chance to give an answer. The answers which the children will give will be written down in a list on the whiteboard so that the children can remember the important vocabulary and what is included in the letter to ensure that they include those in their own letters. The children will have this list to act as guidance for when they write their letters so that they can remind themselves of what makes a good letter. The success criteria for this lesson will also be clearly shown in the classroom on the whiteboard to ensure that the children remember what it is that they must achieve by the end of the lesson. 
Another AfL strategy I have chosen to use in this lesson is the traffic light system. At the end of the lesson when they have finished writing their letters, I will ask the children to self-assess their letter writing using a highlighter to highlight the persuasive words which they have included. The children then must use the traffic light system to indicate how they found the work. The children will colour a square at the bottom of their work. If they understood the work they will colour the square green, if they think they understood the work but might need more help then they will colour the square yellow, and if they did not understand the work at all and they need help understanding, they will colour the square red. This allows the children to think about how they found the work and to think about whether they need more help or not. This AfL strategy is also good to use as it means that I can get a good understanding of where each child is at with their understanding of the lesson which means that I will be able to plan my next teaching based on how each child found the lesson. 
Conclusion 
After discussing the importance of using AfL strategies within the classroom, I think it’s clear to see that Donaldson’s decision to make Assessment for Learning a focus within the new curriculum is the right one. It is obvious that AfL can have benefits to pupils’ learning as well as teachers’ assessment of their pupils. For pupils, it allows them to think about their progress throughout their learning and can also allow the children to set targets for themselves. For teachers, it is useful to help them know where their pupils are, where they need to be in their progress of learning and how they are going to get them there. AfL can increase pupil confidence as they can self-assess as well as peer-assess, allowing them to gain an understanding of where they and their peers are in their learning. It can also increase the pupils’ independence as they will be focusing a lot more on self-assessment which will allow them to independently decide where they think they are in their progress and where they think they should be. Having clear success criteria laid out during each lesson will help the pupils to understand what is expected of them from the lesson and can also act as great guidance when it comes to their self-assessment at the end of the lesson, be it through the AfL strategy of the traffic light system or thumbs up, thumbs down. 
AfL, if used correctly within the classroom, can be of great effectiveness to the pupils’ learning and progression through the curriculum. Feedback can provide opportunities for further learning for pupil’s and allow them to make changes where necessary. Feedback should be given to pupils through self-assessment, peer-assessment and from the teacher. Using feedback within our lessons and ensuring that the feedback is coming from different audiences, will help the pupils to effectively use their feedback to further their learning. As teachers, we should be continuously aware of the importance of using AfL within the classroom and we should be reminded of the four key elements to allow for effective AfL. Ultimately, AfL stimulates pupils’ thinking in a range of different ways and should be a huge focus when we are lesson planning. 
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Appendix 1 

	Student-teacher
	Kelsey Tucker
	Class:
	Year 4

	AoLE or Subject
	Science and Tehnology 
	Date:
	16/10/2019

	Lesson Focus:
	Inquiry into the growth of plants

	Meaningful links to Curriculum 
	Science and Technology:
The world around us is full of living things which depend on each other for survival. 

	Meaningful links to:
Cross Curricular Responsibilities
	LNF:
‘Use subject-specific vocaublary independently.’ 

	Personal Targets (Linked to QTS and identifed in weekly review)










	Learning Objectives (focus on Learning- use accessible vocabulary):

	The pupils will learn to:
1. Collect data and communicate findings. 







	Success Criteria (clearly linked to each Learning Objective and related to the process and/or product of learning)
	Assessment of Pupils’ Learning
Evidence
(What have the learners to say/write/do/produce – to demonstrate learning)

	· I can collect data and communicate my findings.
· I can identify what a plant requires for growth.
· I can explore how different habitats provide resources for living things to survive.
	· Think, Pair, Share
· Thumbs up, thumbs down





	Time
	Activities/Methodology/Key Concepts
(Teacher’s Role – including key teaching points and key questions)
	Pupil Tasks
(Pupils’ role -including differentiation strategies, engagement in formative assessment and homework)

	Resources
(Including Health and Safety requirement)

	

Opening phase  (with links to  prior learning)
	This terms topic is ‘Our World.’ The children have been learning about different things which fall under this theme, such as, habitats of animals. 

Show children video clip ‘What are the requirements for plant growth?’ from BBC Bitesize. https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/articles/z98jpbk

Use think, pair, share for children to discuss the video clip. 

Ensure the children understand what is required for plant growth and do this using AFL strategy ‘Thumbs up or thumbs down.’ Ensure all children understand before moving onto the main task of the lesson. 

	Think, Pair, Share- children will have a small whiteboard and will make a list of what they think a plant requires for growth based on what they watched in the video clip- they will do this in pairs. 

AFL- ask the children to show thumbs up or thumbs down if they understand what a plant requires for growth.
	Video clip- https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/articles/z98jpbk
Whiteboards and whiteboard pens 


	

Teaching & Core Learning
	Working in pairs, the children will complete the ‘helping plants grow’ activity on the iPads. - 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/science/living_things/help_plants_grow/play/

Before the children begin the activity, show them the activity on the interactive whiteboard. Show the children how to adjust the amount of heat, light and water on the plant. 

The children will investiagte each of the factors- light, temperature and water. The children will write down what they predict will happen if the plant has 1) no water, 2) no light and 3) no heat. They will then test their predictions by reducing the variables. 



	The children will work in pairs ensuring they discuss the variables and their predictions. The children will investigate their predictions ensuring they focus on the subject-specific vocabulary.
	Video clip - http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/science/living_things/help_plants_grow/play/

iPads- one per pair.

	

Plenay
	Ask the children if their predictions were correct- use of questioning. What happened to the plant when it had 1) no light, 2) no water and 3) no heat?

Record the children’s observations on the class whiteboard to prepare for follow up lesson in which the children will design an A4 poster on what a plant requires for growth. 



	Thumbs up or thumbs down to indicate their understanding of the activity. 





	
























Appendix 2

	Student-teacher
	Kelsey Tucker 
	Class:
	Year 4

	AoLE or Subject
	Expressive Arts
	Date:
	16/10/19

	Lesson Focus:
	Making a terrarium. 

	Meaningful links to Curriculum 
	Expressive Arts: 
Responding and reflecting, both as artist and audience, is a fundamental part of learning about and through the Expressive Arts.

	Meaningful links to:
Cross Curricular Responsibilities
	LNF:
Use subject-specific vocabulary. 

	Personal Targets (Linked to QTS and identifed in weekly review)










	Learning Objectives (focus on Learning- use accessible vocabulary):

	The pupils will learn to:
1. Give and accept feedback as both audience and participant in creative activities. 









	Success Criteria (clearly linked to each Learning Objective and related to the process and/or product of learning)
	Assessment of Pupils’ Learning
Evidence
(What have the learners to say/write/do/produce – to demonstrate learning)

	· I can give and accept feedback.
· I can use my creativity to create a terrarium. 
· I can talk about my creation using subject-specific vocabulary. 
	· Walking gallery 
· Questioning 




	Time
	Activities/Methodology/Key Concepts
(Teacher’s Role – including key teaching points and key questions)
	Pupil Tasks
(Pupils’ role -including differentiation strategies, engagement in formative assessment and homework)

	Resources
(Including Health and Safety requirement)

	

Opening phase  (with links to  prior learning)
	Prior learning: Plants and terrariums

The children were asked to bring in materials for this lesson.

Using questioning, ask the children if they remember from the previous lesson what a terrarium is. Don’t accept right or wrong answers straight away to ensure that children remain engaged. 
	Children to think about and discuss terrariums- what they are and how they are going to make one. 






	Ensure children are supervised at all times. 

Previously cut each plastic bottle in half to prevent injuries. 

	

Teaching & Core Learning
	Show the children an example of a terrarium- a WAGOLL. This should give the children a better understanding of what their terrariums should look like. 

The children will put potting soil in bottom half of their plastic bottles along with pebbles/stones. They will then plant their small plant and water it sparingly. 

The children will have chance to decorate their plastic bottles with stickers and pens etc.


	The children will take inspiration from the example of a terrarium. 

Pupil ‘X’ to be supported by myself throughout lesson. 

The children can self-assess their work as they go along, making changes where necessary. 





	· Plastic bottle 
· Potting soil
· Pebbles/stones
· Small plants
· Water 

	

Plenary
	The children will put their terrariums on thier tables and the class will take part in the ‘walking gallery.’ The children will look at each other’s work and think about what they like about their peers’ terrariums. 

The children will be asked to tell the class what they liked about another pupils work and to assess whether they could have changed or added anything to their terrarium. 


	Children to assess each other’s work after completing the walking gallery.

Adapt questioning for pupil ‘X.’ 






	































Appendix 3

	Student-teacher
	Kelsey Tucker 
	Class:
	Year 4

	AoLE or Subject
	Languages, Literacy and Communication 
	Date:
	16/10/19

	Lesson Focus:
	Write a letter to local council regarding recycling. 

	Meaningful links to Curriculum 
	Languages, Literacy and Communication:
Learners who speak and write effectively are prepared to play a full part in life and work.

	Meaningful links to:
Cross Curricular Responsibilities
	LNF:
Adapt what they write and to the purpose and reader, choosing words appropriately, e.g. descriptive and persuasive language.

	Personal Targets (Linked to QTS and identifed in weekly review)










	Learning Objectives (focus on Learning- use accessible vocabulary):

	The pupils will learn to:
1. Plan and write for different purposes and audiences. 










	Success Criteria (clearly linked to each Learning Objective and related to the process and/or product of learning)
	Assessment of Pupils’ Learning
Evidence
(What have the learners to say/write/do/produce – to demonstrate learning)

	· I can write for different purposes and audiences. 
· I understand the importance of recycling. 
· I can form a written letter
	· Pose, pause, pounce, bounce
· Traffic lights 




	Time
	Activities/Methodology/Key Concepts
(Teacher’s Role – including key teaching points and key questions)
	Pupil Tasks
(Pupils’ role -including differentiation strategies, engagement in formative assessment and homework)

	Resources
(Including Health and Safety requirement)

	

Opening phase  (with links to  prior learning)
	Link to previous learning: The children previously learnt about sorting recycling- how different materials can be recycled. 

The children will be introduced with the AFL technique- Pose, pause, pounce, bounce. I will ask questions related to the previous lesson to challenge the children and to assess their knowledge on recycling. 

Ensure all children understand the previous lesson before moving on. 

	The children will need to recap on what they learnt in their previous recycling lesson to be able to answer the questions and move onto the next activity. 





	

	

Teaching & Core Learning
	The children will be shown a WAGOLL- a good piece of letter writing about recycling. We will discuss the features of the writing, making sure the children know what to include in their letter to the local council. 

The children will need to use persuasive writing in their letters as they are trying to persuade the local council to engage more in recycling. 

As a class the children will be discussing different persuasive words and a list will be made on the whiteboard as guidance for the children when writing their letters.

The children will write their letters to the local council. They will use subject-specific vocabulary such as ‘plastic,’ ‘waste’ and ‘environment.’ 
	Pose, pause, pounce, bounce questions to the children. For example, ‘What has this letter included?’ 

Pupil ‘X’ to be paired with higher achieving pupil to help with engagement and focus of lesson. 





	Letter writing example

	

Plenary
	Ask children to self-assess their letter writing using a highlighter to pick out the persuasive words they used. 

Children must use the AFL strategy of traffic lights and indicate how they found the work. 


	When the children have finished their letter writing they will go through their work and highlight all the persuasive words they have used- self-assessment. 

Children must traffic light their work.





	Highlighters 
Pencils for traffic lighting



















