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Assignment Title: Demonstrate how cross-curricular teaching and learning can influence in-depth skills and understanding. Underpin this with reference to relevant research, a detailed lesson plan and an enhanced provision material. (2,000 words)

	Targets 
	How I improve them

	Read more widely around your chosen foci.
	I’ve read the frameworks for the cross-curriculum and included ideas for group improvements. 

	Aim to link all reflections to appropriate Lit.
	Linking appropriate and up-to-date literature. 

	Aim to more regularly add your critical voice to the Lit. review
	I’ve added my own opinions and views on improvements in areas of learning. 



Assignment 
[bookmark: _Hlk163481029]This essay will highlight the importance of cross-curricular learning in education and young people's development. Attached to this essay will be a detailed lesson plan demonstrating cross-curricular learning through activities linked to a range of areas of development with enhanced provision material. Barnes, J (2015, P62) implies that cross-curricular learning combines skills and knowledge that are applied to different themes, practices, problems, or ideas. Good practice can be seen by reaching ethical solutions, building individual and group motivation, sustaining interest, and raising standards. There are three mandatory cross-curricular skills, literacy, numeracy, and digital competence, in the Curriculum for Wales, each of which has its own framework and how to include them in teaching approaches (Hwb, 2022). 
Schools and settings must develop a curriculum which enables learners to develop competence and capability in these skills and, where there are opportunities, to extend and apply them across all areas of learning and development of pupils. Developing these skills is, therefore, a consideration for all practitioners. Learners must be given opportunities across the curriculum to develop listening, reading, speaking, and writing skills, and to be able to use numbers and solve problems in real-life situations and be confident users of a range of technologies to help. Learners should feel supported and confident when expanding their learning and development from the school's and teachers' guidance and help. The school should be responsible for providing as many learning opportunities linking skills together. 
The Curriculum for Wales, first published in January 2020, aims to encourage schools to develop their curriculum to best support their learners. Guiding schools regarding the development of their curriculum. It also gives guidance on assessments and supports learners’ progression. Enabling learners to develop towards the four purposes: ambitious, capable learners, enterprising, creative contributors, ethical, informed citizens, and healthy, confident learners. These four purposes are the aims of each school, and the main point is to ensure learners are meeting these criteria (Gov. Wales, 2023). Cross-curricular learning teaches young people how to learn. Instead of learning about a range of subjects and topics individually, cross-curricular learning combines the learning aspects. It also generates connections to our brain to link learning strategies between topics. It benefits parental involvement in their children’s learning; for example, they can extend the topic, expanding their young person's knowledge. 
The Curriculum for Wales teaches learners how to be good at learning. When linking the Curriculum in today’s teaching, teachers need to think about what they intend on their learners to learn. This can be supported by the twelve pedagogical principles from the national Curriculum for Wales. The pedagogical principles support learner’s development and achievements by encouraging learners to be independent and have an opinion on their learning. In the placement experience the writer attends, the class teacher writes up an overview for the term for what they intend to teach the learners, however, the teacher will alter topics or activities depending on the learner’s intentions for what they would prefer to learn such as hobbies or class favorites. The pedagogical principles allow learners to learn within a range of environments such as indoor and outdoor learning. Learners can use the outdoor learning environments to see real life experiences that link to their own learning from class. Pedagogy supports learner’s development by furthering their critical, creative, and problem-solving skills with high effective communication skills (Hwb, 2023). 
Linked to this essay is a detailed lesson plan with enhanced provision, which includes linking with cross-curricular learning and teaching approaches to support learners' development through the cross-curriculum framework from the Curriculum for Wales. The learning intention is to begin to understand the facts about octopuses. The writer’s topic for the term in the current learning experience is ‘Over the Harbour Wall.’ This is a good topic as it is broad and has a range of themes to go along side it to support learners learning through the cross-curriculum frameworks. The success criteria include recognising an octopus, its habitat, knowing it lives in the sea and its features of eight legs. The writer feels this is a good beginner’s guide for young pupils to gain knowledge and understanding of the octopus and its habitat. The writer has found a video explaining a brief introduction of an octopus which includes the success criteria checkpoints for the aims of the lesson. The video is appropriate for young learners. After the video, the writer would get the pupils to feedback on what they found out from the video and create it into the mind map, keeping in mind the aims of the lesson. This is a good way for learners to recap knowledge and ensure they are gaining an understanding of the video. The focus activity, which will be with the main teacher of the class, is getting the learners to count the number of legs on the octopus laminated sheets and see how many more they need to make up to eight. This gets them to use their maths and numeracy skills, which is a mandatory part of the cross-curricular framework. The learners can use Numicon or number blocks. The LSA group will be encouraging learners to follow a pattern of coloured blocks on an A6 sheet. There would be an octopus drawn out, and inside the eight legs will be coloured patterns; the learners must follow the patterns presented using the coloured blocks; they can also count the coloured blocks to see how many they could fit in each leg and how many different colours/ what colours they used. This also supports their literacy, language, and communication skills from the cross-curricular framework. Finally, the planning activity group is getting learners to copy the image of an octopus or fish on a laminated sheet using clay. Once the pupils have completed the activity, they use the class iPad to take a photo and show the teacher at the end of the lesson to gain a positive point. This includes their digital competence skills from the cross-curricular framework. Each activity will be rotated throughout the groups as the learners are divided into three ability groups. There are two higher-ability groups and one lower-ability group, which will need more encouragement and guidance throughout these activities. As mentioned by an article from the University of Columbia (2015), grouping pupils according to their abilities can increase self-confidence and can allow support and guidance learning from support staff when needed. Having groups according to learners’ abilities allows the teacher to pace their lesson to improve learning and development. For the higher ability group, to advance their learning, the teacher could see what other methods the learners could use to make the value of 8, maybe look at multiplication and division. Look at the number lines. For the lower ability group, the teacher would get them to count to 8 and see what they could use to make the value of 8. At the end of the session, once all three groups have rotated around the activities, the teacher would revisit the video and see if the learners could add to what they already know about the octopus and repeat this. Repetition is key when obtaining information as it enables learners to build upon their own foundation of learning and connect new information together (Linkin,2023). Repetition is a key source of obtaining information and ensuring the knowledge is gained, as when you keep repeating the information several times it will soon become imbedded into your mind and used for future knowledge.
This lesson plan links with the cross-curricular frameworks, literacy and numeracy and digital competence frameworks. The main activities focus on literacy and numeracy skills by expanding their knowledge of the octopus and getting the learners to use their describing words to expand on the success criteria. Numeracy skills link in with problem-solving by figuring out how many more blocks they need to make up to the number eight and how many legs of the octopus are already coloured. Literacy can also be promoted by naming the colours of the pattern of the octopus for the lower-ability activity. The digital competence framework is included in the planning activity; the learners use the classroom iPad to take pictures of their work to gain positive stars in their jars. Also, the video shown as the hook of the lesson is used as learners are retaining knowledge from it. 
Some challenges cross-curricular learning faces in how knowledgeable teachers are for each topic. Professionals need to be up to date with new information and learning for their learns so information was not incorrect. This can also be down to class sizes. A lot of schools have oversized classes due to the number of pupils enrolling for each, therefore, information can be misinterpreted or be related different to other classes. Professionals can become over stressed by the amount of work that goes alongside planning for cross curricula learning as it is relatively new to the education system (Daily Mail , 2024).  
Barnes, J (Driscoll, P et al., 2015, P 261) highlighted that cross-curricular learning is a recognition of multiple viewpoints as it seeks to build up knowledge from multiple areas of learning. Cross-curricular teaching shares the links of emotional, practical, and intellectual skills. There are six key parts you need to think about when learning: critical thinking and problem-solving imagination, student leadership, creativity and imagination, and digital literacy. The detailed lesson plan linked to this essay shows learners using their critical thinking and problem-solving skills in the focus activity group, as they are figuring out what they need to make up to the number eight. This consists of previous knowledge of using place values in mathematics and numeracy to find out, in this case, the number eight to what they already have.  Learners in the writer’s placement have a positive praise system where when they have done a positive gesture or positive piece of work, they get a star in a jar. This gives learners the motivation to complete positive work, but also to feel positive about themselves that they have completed the work or been helpful to others. This encourages pupil motivation for learning whilst expanding their knowledge and development of learning. 
McLachlan, C, et al. (2010, P16 & 17) highlight the learner-centered approach. The learner-centred approach is individually focused rather than the needs of the teacher or family members. It focuses on what the individual’s needs are in a holistic approach. The teacher should base the learning of the individuals to include their needs on different levels to build up confidence and self-esteem.  The activities should be hands-on experiences. The learner-centred approach is humanist in orientation. Its principles are about human growth, the potential of self-actualization and the personal autonomy needs of the individual. Learning is seen through the interaction with the environment and the dominant learning theory used, which is often referred to as Piaget's theory (1936). Piaget’s theory is based on individual active learning and learners' interaction with the physical world. Individuals learn and construct meaning as they act upon objects in space and time. 
The writer has also produced learning resources which link to the lesson plan. By ensuring this lesson plan is appropriate for the class. The writer has been to the placement school previously to get to know the learners and discuss with the classroom teacher their needs and where developmental progression is needed. This lesson plan has a clear lesson intention which will be referred to through the lesson alongside the success criteria. The teacher of the lesson will be supporting all groups by adapting each activity to suit the needs of the learners. For the higher ability groups, the teacher will expand on the learner’s knowledge by seeing how many alternative ways they can make up to eight, including addition, subtraction, division, and multiplication, ensuring the correct language is being used as well. For the lower ability group, the teacher will ensure the learners understand their number line and use small numbers and visual props to gain knowledge and understanding of the task. There is also a 1:1 support in the lower ability group and the teacher will use their support to guide the learner along with the activity.  
In conclusion, the cross-curricular framework can be used and adapted to fit any lesson plan involving more than one subject area. The mandatory frameworks used in the cross-curricular framework, from the curriculum for Wales, literacy and numeracy and digital competency framework. Cross-curricular learning is about exploring the world around us and how it can all link to one another.  The lesson plan attached to the assignment has clear learning intentions and success criteria for the learners to gain understanding with activities to support their learning and knowledge. The writer feels that all learners within the school benefit from the cross-curricular framework as it combines and links learning from across all areas of learning and combines knowledge and understanding from the world around us. Parents can also become involved by expanding knowledge at home linking to the theme of the term. By incorporating cross-curricular learning in schools today, it can benefit the future of the learner's achievement and development. 
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