
The police in fact do play a crucial role in the English and Welsh justice system. Their involvement is both active and significant, shaping the entire legal process from start to finish. The Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 is a foundation that regulates police powers in different aspects. Stop and search procedures, arrests, and the treatment of suspects are governed by PACE to ensure fairness and protect individual's rights. Both English and Welsh systems strive to protect the freedom of individuals.
The Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 has been crucial in establishing and regulating the powers of the police within the justice system. This statute sets out guidelines for the gathering and presentation of evidence, the conduct of interviews, and the rights of the suspects. They both play an excellent role in holding the law and making sure that justice is served. It ensures that the police work within a legal framework, safeguarding the rights of individuals while allowing the police to carry out their duties effectively. Using their well-trained judges and dedicated legal professionals, both systems contribute to maintain an orderly community. These systems provide an equal platform for resolving arguments and punishing those who have gone against the law and committed crimes. 
A specific area where the police exert significant power is through their ability to stop and search individuals. This power is granted under Section 1 of the Police and Evidence Act, but its exercise must be justifiable and non-discriminatory. Stop and search procedures focus to prevent crime. The police have a responsibility to protect individuals from discrimination and to promote equality. They must not engage in treating people unfairly based on certain things such as race, ethnicity, gender, or religion.  However, they have faced criticism for unfairly targeting certain ethnic groups. There was a case study back in 2021 which was in South London where a 14-year-old black male accused the Metropolitan police of racist targeting after claiming he had been stopped by the police roughly 30 times within the last two years. The debate surrounding the successfulness and fairness of stop and search powers is still ongoing, and it highlights both active and significant roles of the police within the justice system.
Moving on, the English and Welsh justice system play an active role in the process of arrest. When a crime is committed, the police have full authority to arrest individuals that are suspected in being involved in the crimes made. This is known as Section24A of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. As part of the arrest, gathering evidence and conducting investigations is involved. Once the suspect is arrested, the justice system come into role and provide legal protection for the suspect and due process rights. The English and Welsh system justice systems successfully work to maintain law, deliver justice and protect the rights of the accused suspect and the victim. During an arrest, you have the right to remain silent as you do not have to prove that you didn't commit the crime. However, if you remain silent while under the police investigation which includes questioning in custody, your silence can be used as an admission of guilt. The police have a crucial role in the initial stages of the criminal justice process from the moment a suspect is arrested until they are either charged or released. Their actions in the early stages of the criminal justice process can have a significant impact on the outcome of a case.
[bookmark: _Int_7UP2Dyto]A main responsibility for the police is to gather evidence and investigate crimes. When a suspect is arrested, the police have the authority to question and interview them in order to gather information and evidence related to the alleged offense. This is known as police interrogation. The police are trained to perform these interviews in a fair and allowable manner, making sure that the suspect's rights are always protected and that any evidence said or given is acceptable in court. The police are also required to adhere to strict guidelines and procedures to ensure that suspects are not subjected to unnecessary allegations during their arrest. This includes providing suspects with access to legal representation and allowing them to know their rights for example, the right to remain silent.
Furthermore, the police are responsible for making sure that suspects are treated in agreement with the principles of due process. This means that they must follow legal procedures and guidelines when conducting investigations and making arrests. For example, the police must have reasonable grounds to believe that a suspect has committed a crime before they can physically make an arrest. They must also ensure that any evidence they gather is obtained legally.
Once the police have completed their investigation regarding the suspect, they will present their findings to the Crown Prosecution Service who are responsible for deciding whether to charge the suspect and proceed with a prosecution or find them not guilty. The CPS will review all the evidence that was gathered by the police and decide based on the prospect of securing a conviction and the public interest in pursuing the case. The Crown Prosecution Service is the main prosecuting authority in Wales and England. They work with all agencies in the criminal justice system. Their duty is to prosecute the correct people for the right offenses.
The police have a duty to uphold the law and ensure the safety and security of individuals within the society. They must also respect and protect the human rights of all individuals, this includes suspects which are those who are accused of crimes. One of the basic civil rights that the police must uphold is the right to life. The police are responsible to protect individuals from harm and prevent the loss of life. They are fully trained to respond quickly in any emergencies and to use force only when necessary, in a situation. The use of force by the police is regulated by laws and guidelines to make sure that it is used in a way which respects and protects civil rights. This is known as section 117 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act. By making sure these responsibilities are put in action, the police play part in the overall fairness and effectiveness of the justice system while respecting and protecting human rights of everyone.
When a case goes to trial, the police often serve as key witnesses, providing important evidence to support the prosecution's case. As witnesses, the police play a huge role in presenting the facts of a case to the court. They are responsible for providing accurate and reliable information about the investigation they controlled, the evidence they gathered and the actions they took in relation to the case. Their testimony can be crucial in establishing the reliability of the prosecution's case and in helping the court reach a fair verdict. Forensic experts within the police department may be asked to testify about the analysis of DNA or any other scientific evidence against the suspect. It is very important to be aware that while the police serve as court witnesses, they do not have a role in determing whether the suspect is guilty or innocent, the decision is upto the judge. The police role is only to provide evidence and facts that they have gathered while looking into the investigation.
In summary, it is proven that “the police play a significant role in the Welsh and English justice system” from the stages of investigation and gathering evidence to their role as witnesses in court cases, ensuring public safety and upholding justice. However, there is always room for improvement which is proven by the ‘law reform suggestion system’which is in place to recommend changes in certain laws or any laws that need additions or revamping where necessary and will benefit other people.  The effectiveness and the relationship the Police build and uphold with the community they serve and protect is crucial and well received and appreciated.  By carrying out their routine stops, checks and responding to calls in the community, as well as much more that they do, the police aim to reduce the amount of crimes committed and deal effectively with the ones that are committed in a satisfactory matter and make are justice is carried out. Overall the police play a significant and high role in our society. 
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