Q: In up to 1500 words, offer 4 different examples of how social groups maintain order. Explain how these methods maintain social order.
Introduction.
Social groups across the world each have their own methods of maintaining order. It is my intention within this essay to explain how different social groups maintain social order and offer four examples of this. 
The essay is divided into two parts beginning with the Mbuti people. After examining Colin Turnbull’s ethnography entitled ‘the forest people’ (1961) I will identify what kind of social order is in place. The second part will be based around the Yanomamo people of the amazon rain forest. Once referred to as the ‘fierce people,’ (Chagnon.N 1983), they successfully achieve maintenance of social order within the group.  My main argument will be that the environment in which people live and what they hold sacred plays an intrinsic part in maintaining social order.
I shall conclude that in totemic societies the object of worship within the community is what is used to successfully maintain social order. If something is held sacred by the group, then social order can be structured around this worship.


Who are my examples?
Below are images of young girls and women from the two groups I will be exploring. I have also used tables to clearly explain where both groups are located and identify what they hold sacred. 
1) Mbuti girl             2) Yanomamo girl            3) Mbuti women.        4) Yanomamo women                 
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Where are they located?
	Name of group
	Location
	Type of environment

	Mbuti
	Democratic Republic of Congo.
	Tropical rain forest

	Yanomamo
	Brazil
	Amazon Rain Forest



What do they hold sacred?
	Name of group
	Sacred to group
	Type of group

	Mbuti
	Forest
	Nomadic hunter gatherer

	Yanomamo
	Spiritual world
	Settled hunter gatherer



Mbuti.
The Mbuti live within the Ituri Forest. It is a tropical environment and the community must remain a large collective if they are to survive as individuals. The average height of the Mbuti pygmies is four foot three, so they endure domination from outside taller tribes. The Mbuti move camps regularly according to where fresh water can be found. It would be almost impossible to survive this tropical environment alone. It pays to maintain social order and remain part of the social group.
Colin Turnbull’s ethnography of the Mbuti is very tenderly approached and this is apparent from the first page of his book, The forest people (1962). The book is dedicated to Kengi, his guide throughout his time spent in the tropical rainforest. He explains that social order is maintained by surrendering to the forest and accepting the forest as their controller. Respect & gratitude for the forest offers an absolute truth that must be respected by all, or the forest will fail to provide the food and shelter needed for survival. Everything taken from the forest is regarded as a gift given by the forest’s mercy. Giving the forest personhood allows nature to be the personality that has the final say. This helps maintain social order by encouraging kindness towards their environment and one another as children of the forest. 
The ‘Molimo’ is a large sacred trumpet that is passed down by forefathers. Turnbull was very excited to see this sacred object that he had read was carved from wood or bamboo. He was dismayed to find it was merely a metal drainpipe stolen from the side of a main road! For the Mbuti, using a metal pipe ensured longevity of the molimo and the sound was much more powerful. If the pipe is passed down through many children, it will hold more power and strengthen the community. The molimo helps to maintain social order via shared sacred rituals. The pipe also has personhood and the Mbuti stopped several times to give the thirsty Molimo a ‘drink.’ 
Turnbull stated that “there was no form of chieftainship, and no mechanism for maintaining law and order, and it was difficult to see what prevented this isolated group from falling into complete chaos.” (The forest people, 1961, page 19). The external focus of serving what they held sacred distracted from trivial conflict and created a harmonious environment that physically bigger tribes took advantage of. Despite the domination from outside communities the Mbuti continue to uphold their belief system with humility. By forming personal relationships with nature and sacred objects, their external relationship with the world is like a family member and less egocentric. It is also very close to the new materialist perspective. 
[image: ]                   Pictured left is the Molimo or sacred trumpet of the Mbuti people. This is the more traditional version Turnbull was hoping to see. The beauty of the trumpet is of no significance to the Mbuti, only the maintenance of the molimo and the power and unity it helps to bring to the community matter. 

Yanomami
The Yanomami live in the Amazon rainforests of Brazil. Their environment is secluded and tropical with the threat of attack from other groups within the rainforest. The raids are by other Yanomamo encampments, so the social order and social etiquette is only maintained within their own community as opposed to the entire Yanomamo population.
In 1963 American Anthropologist Napoleon A. Chagnon completed an ethnography of the Yanomamo people. In stark contrast to the sensitive portrayal of the Mbuti by Turnbull, Chagnon chose to portray the Yanomamo as fierce savages. Playing heavily on their death ritual, which involves the relatives of the deceased eating the remains of their flesh to ensure their ancestors spirit stays close by. Most contemporary anthropologist have since argued that he was playing up to western stereotypes to present a more controversial ethnography. His book was called ‘The fierce people’ and the cover depicts an attacking Yanomamo. The conflict with neighbouring Yanomamo communities is usually over local resources. 
The Yanomamo have an intricate web of spiritual beliefs. They practice animism and their social order is maintained in an egalitarian way. There are no chiefs and all decisions are made after long debates in which everyone has an equal say. With this knowledge it is easy to see why Chagnons account was so controversial, considering how egalitarian these people are. I agree with the contemporary view that he was projecting his own idea of social order and his ego onto the results. British Anthropologist Tim Ingold stated that it is not a healthy perspective if we assume their knowledge is infantile misguided beliefs, but justifiable truths or knowledge. Chagnon may present Yanomamo savages who believe God lives in the sky but, from the Yanomamo perspective God really does live in the sky. When Turnbull landed in a plane the indigenous people earnestly asked him “did you see God?” For the Yanomamo it is not a belief. Ingold discouraged interviewer bias being arrogantly projected onto the ethnography.  
The Yanomamo prefer to build camps that will last between 30 and 50 years. They maintain their gardens and give thanks to their environment for providing them with fertile soil. When faced with no option of relocating they are forced to form political alliances with villages on the periphery of the forest. The shelter is built in a round shape and as stated earlier these structures can be maintained for up to 50 years. Peace can last for several years but Chagnon claims that peace does not last much longer than this. The hostile environment and fertile land help to maintain social order as does their egalitarian approach to public debate. The community must stick together as a powerful collective as opposed to a vulnerable individual. Everyone must help maintain the resources and shelter or ‘Shambo’.
[image: ]Pictured left is a Yanomami encampment called a shambo.
It is round and everyone is facing one another which enforces social order much like a neighbourhood watch scheme in a suburban cul de sac. 


Conclusion. 
One of the major influences when maintaining social order in any group is their environment. If an environment has limited resources or harsh living conditions that are under constant threat, the group can only survive as a collective. Perhaps mum doesn’t want to eat Grandma at the Yanomamo funeral, but mum does want her family to survive, and this can only be done as a collective. The opulent environment of consumerist societies requires no collective. It is possible to survive as an individual. The more austere the living environment becomes, the more important it becomes to help maintain social order within your chosen tribe.    
It is highly important that each member of the group surrenders to the social etiquette and order of the group. The methods use to maintain social order can change if the group is not egalitarian. Groups that have chiefs and leaders that decide how social order must be maintained are at the mercy of their chief’s ego as we have seen with the historic sexual abuse of young boys that used to occur within the Sambia tribe. Within more peaceful egalitarian societies like the examples I have given the final deciding factor is what they hold sacred.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I therefore conclude that social order is most successful when based around egalitarian sacred ceremonies combined with a basic need to survive harsh environments as a collective. 
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