Feryn Walmsley HPAH4009 Assessment 4
A Timeline of The Author Titus Livius (Livy)

Livy was a Roman Historian and is thought to have been born in either 64 or 59 BCE and to have died in either 12 or 17 CE. He was born in Patavium which is in northern Italy, known now as Padua and is also thought to have died here at his original home. We cannot be certain of these dates and this is probably due to the census that took place during this period. Through suggestion of the Author Jerome, a Christian, there is belief that the latter two dates for birth and death are correct being 59 BCE and 17 CE, making his a contemporary of Augustus. This is emphasised through his works and the inclusion of Augustus Caesar in them.

It is thought that he began his work around 30 BCE. His ‘Books from the Foundation to the City’ covered a very large proportion of Roman History from the original legends of Rome all the way to Augustus’ reign which took place in Livy’s own lifetime[footnoteRef:1]. This means it would have put an emphasis on the triumvirates and would have helped to glorify Augustus Caesar. The text was formally known as ‘Ab Urbe Condita Libri’. [1:  Birch & Hopper (2012)] 


Livy was never described as a Roman literary elite but instead that of a provincial. It is therefore no surprise that he did more than likely die back in his home of Patavium.
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