Workshop: Does the Classical Athenian democracy seem more or less “democratic” than contemporary democracies? 
Cultures and Philosophies of Politics (HPHP4005)
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In this workshop you should get into groups (2-3 people) and then debate the key question: Does the Classical Athenian democracy seem more or less “democratic” than contemporary democracies? In your groups, think of 3 arguments for Classical Athenian democracy being more “democratic” than contemporary systems, and 3 arguments against this idea. As a group, you should then decide which position you find most convincing. The groups will then share their ideas with the whole class.

While considering this main question, you might also wish to ponder the following issues: 
1. What are some examples of ways in which current societies that claim to  
be democracies are not truly democratic?  
2. Are there any modern societies that seem to share Athens’ fundamental  
democratic values?  
3. Is democracy inherently or always good? Can democracy go awry?
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