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Introduction
Shoplifting can be referred to the illegal act of stealing or taking goods from a shop without paying for them (Kim et al., 2021). This can involve simply walking out of a store with goods,switching price tags,hiding items in bags or clothing. There have been cases reported of retail shoplifting in recent times. This presentation aims to explain the summary of the impact of the current situation of retail shoplifting. The presentation will include the root cause analysis to identify the factors that lead to the increase of retail shoplifting. 
Impact of the current situation of retail shoplifting
The current situation of retail shoplifting can be seen from the fact that there have been a rise in the cases related to retail shoplifting. It has been found out that polices forces in England and Wales have reported more than 443000 offences or cases in the financial year 2024, a 30 percent increase from the previous year (Shoplifting in England and Wales rises to new 20-year high, 2024).  Moreover, a shoplifting gang has also been sentenced after stealing goods worth of around 145000 British pounds from Tesco stores (Cutler, 2025). 
Causes of recent increase in retail shoplifting
Financial problems: Due to having financial problems, people find it difficult to purchase their desired products on their own. This forces people to steal or take away essential or desired items from shops without the consent of owners. People are facing financial problems due to various factors including high inflation and other related aspects. This can be realised from the fact that the UK experienced seven month of double digit inflation between September 2022 and March 2023. This not only led to an increase in consumer prices but also contributed to the emergence of cost of living crisis. To sustain their livelihood during these difficult times, many people were forced to shoplift essential items. 
Low risk: Due to less strict laws and measures, many people perceive the act of shoplifting as a low risk offence. This usually lead shoplifters to avoid risks getting something for free versus paying for the price of the crime. This suggests that strict legislation and restrictions are necessary to stop retail stealing from becoming more prevalent. 
Growing levels of drug and alcohol addiction​: Due to addiction, many drugs, including cocaine and alcohol can be expensive. As addiction deepens, the individual may prioritize obtaining substances over other needs like food or shelter (Murphy et al., 2016). Financial strain is often a consequence of this prioritization. Because of desperation and impulsivity a person struggling with addiction may engage in shoplifting due to a sense of urgency, driven by withdrawal symptoms or an overwhelming craving.
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