
Limitations

• Not	all	learners	will	enjoy	the	chosen	theme	for	the	unit	of	work.	Those	that	do	not	
enjoy	the	chosen	theme	will	not	be	engaged	in	the	learning	and	this	may	impact	their	
attainment	and	motivation.

• It	may	be	difficult	for	a	teacher	to	decide	on	a	theme	that	will	be	relevant	to	all	
children.	For	example,	there	may	be	cultural	differences	between	learners	within	the	
classroom	and	a	theme	needs	to	be	accessible	to	all	learners.

• The	child’s	ability	to	establish	connections	in	their	learning	as	a	result	of	a	thematic	
approach	relies	heavily	upon	their	interest	and	attendance	as	they	may	miss	vital	
information	if	they	do	not	concentrate	or	attend	sessions.

• The	theme-based	approach	may	be	particularly	time	consuming	for	the	teacher	with	
regards	to	planning	as	links	between	the	skills	being	taught	and	theme	must	be	
meaningful,	in	order	to	ensure	that	they	are	not	tokenistic	(Barnes,	2015).

Benefits

• Learners	are	able	to	make	connections	between	different	subject	areas	through	the	use	of	the	theme.	
It	creates	a	continuum	of	learning	across	the	theme	and	reduces	the	segregation	of	separate	subject	
areas	as	it	is	possible	to	make	links	between	subjects	that	are	dissimilar.	

• The	teacher	may	be	able	to	disguise	less	favourable	subject	areas	within	a	different	topic	or	subject	by	
using	the	theme.	An	example	of	this	is	a	child	who	does	not	enjoy	mathematics,	who	may	be	more	
willing	to	complete	a	measuring	task	that	appears	to	be	a	geography	task.

• This	approach	provides	opportunities	for	children	to	gain	experience	in	areas	that	are	relevant	to	the	
world	around	them.	For	example,	a	teacher	may	decide	that	the	theme	for	the	term	is	on	the	
environment,	in	a	time	where	there	are	a	lot	of	issues	surrounding	the	environment	in	the	news.	
Therefore,	the	learning	taking	place	is	meaningful	(Hammond,	date	unknown).

• Learners	will	become	more	well-rounded	learners	as	they	are	exposed	to	many	different	ways	of	
learning.	Children	can	gain	an	understanding	of	how	the	skills	that		they	possess	can	be	applied	in	
another	subject	area

Barnes	explains	that	the	opportunistic	approach	to	cross-curricular	teaching	“allows	children	to	dictate	the	depth	and	direction of	learning	in	subject	categories	arising	from	
a	shared	theme	or	experience”	(2015,	p75).	This	approach	encourages	the	children	to	take	ownership	of	their	learning.

Barnes	(2015,	p69)	defines	a	theme-based	cross-curricular	approach	to	teaching	as	being	able	to	“use	a	theme	to	generate	exploration	through	the	eyes	of	several	
different	subjects.”	A	theme	or	an	object	may	be	used	as	a	stimulus	for	a	week,	a	term	or	an	entire	year.

A	table	to	demonstrate	the	specific	skills	from	the	Welsh	
Government	frameworks	that	can	be	developed	using	the	theme	

of	‘Oceans’	within	a	Year	5	class.

Limitations

• “In	the	absence	of	high	standards,	a	progressive	programme can	rapidly	become	an	
excuse	for	laziness,	laissez-faire	procedures,	and	even	anarchy”	(Gardner,	1993,p195).	
Therefore,	teachers	must	monitor	this	approach	closely,	as	this	can	deduct	from	the	
intended	child-led	focus.

• The	teachers	own	subject	knowledge	may	hinder	the	effectiveness	of	this	approach	as	
the	children	may	direct	the	learning	to	an	area	that	the	teacher	is	unfamiliar	with.

• It	may	be	difficult	for	the	teacher	to	assess	the	children	in	some	areas	that	they	wish	to	
learn	about	as	very	few	relevant	skills	are	being	developed.	Therefore,	the	teacher	must	
take	control	in	order	to	ensure	that	meaningful	learning	is	taking	place.	This	may	then	
have	an	impact	on	the	level	of	how	child-led	the	approach	is.

• The	teacher	must	acknowledge	every	child’s	voice,	as	some	pupil’s	may	feel	
undervalued	if	their	suggestions	go	unnoticed	when	a	discussion	takes	place	on	what	
topics	will	be	explored.

Benefits

• This	approach	adheres	to	UNICEFs	Conventions	on	the	Rights	of	the	Child (1990)	as	pupils	are	
provided	with	the	opportunity	to	have	their	voice	heard	on	what	they	want	to	learn.	This	is	
beneficial	to	a	child’s	well-being.

• Levels	of	motivation	and	engagement	may	increase	as	the	children	are	learning	about	topics	that	
interest	them.	This	may	then	have	a	positive	impact	on	attainment.

• Opportunistic	cross-curricular	teaching	creates	a	more	relaxed	classroom	environment,	as	children	
feel	in	control	of	their	own	learning	and	‘bridge	the	gap’	between	teachers	and	learners.

• Allowing	children	to	take	control	of	their	own	learning	supports	Donaldson’s	(2015,	p31)	purpose	of	
the	curriculum	where	children	should	be	“ambitious,	capable	learners.”

• This	approach	reduces	the	workload	on	the	teachers	as	there	is	less	planning	for	them	to	complete	
as	it	takes	place	in	the	classroom	with	the	children.

A	table	to	demonstrate	the	specific	skills	from	the	Welsh	
Government	frameworks	that	can	be	developed	using	the	theme	

of	‘Space’	within	a	Year	5	class.
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