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Assessment for this module consists of TWO elements:  TWO essays of 2500 words each.  Each essay has the value of 50% of the final mark.  One of your essays must be written on a subject from Section A, and the other from Section B.  You must not duplicate material.

ESSAY QUESTIONS

SECTION A

1.
‘Ælfric’s Life of King Oswald shows that Anglo-Saxon hagiography (that is, the composition of the lives of saints) had political as well as spiritual purposes.’  Discuss.
2.
Discuss some of the ways in which the Anglo-Saxon prose texts that you have studied dramatize their societies in transition. You may refer to one or more of the following: 

Ælfric’s Life of King Oswald, Bede’s Account of the Conversion of King Edwin, and Bede’s Account of the Poet Cædmon. 

3.
‘The Battle of Maldon functions as a remedy for the trauma of defeat.’  Discuss

4.
In what senses might The Battle of Maldon be described as more ‘literary’ than ‘documentary’?
5.
The two battle poems, The Battle of Maldon and The Battle of Brunanburh, are concerned with different outcomes, defeat and victory.  In your view how does this difference affect the ways in which heroism is conceived in the two texts? 
6.
In The Dream of the Rood both the Dreamer and the Cross are keen to relate their histories. What purposes can you suggest for this emphasis on personal revelation?
7.
‘The Dream of the Rood is a poem about transformation.’ Discuss.

8.
In what ways might The Wanderer be said to offer a critique of the heroic?
9.
‘The Wanderer in concerned with process.’  Discuss.

SECTION B
1.
Consider the proposition that in Beowulf the monsters, as well as constituting an external threat to society, represent a threat found also within society.

2.
In what ways does the Finn Fragment contribute to our understanding of the function of the ‘Finn Episode’ of Beowulf?

3.
What purposes can you suggest for the complex narrative structure of the dragon-episode in Beowulf?

4.
In the light of your reading of Anglo-Saxon heroic literature AND/OR the text of Beowulf, how might the figure of Beowulf be said to be an unconventional hero?

5.
In what ways are ideas about lordship scrutinized in Anglo-Saxon heroic literature?  Refer to AT LEAST TWO texts studied for the module. 
6.
In Anglo-Saxon literature, do you detect a conflict between the imperatives of Christianity and the imperatives of heroic ideals?  Refer to AT LEAST TWO texts that you have studied for the module, OR you may concentrate on Beowulf.
7.
The ‘heroic’ was a persistent and enduring literary idiom for the Anglo-Saxons. Making reference to TWO OR MORE texts that you have studied, discuss the use of literary conventions of heroism in Anglo-Saxon writing.

8.
How can knowledge of Anglo-Saxon art AND/OR archaeology contribute to our understanding of the literature? You may use as wide a range of texts and examples from the Anglo-Saxon period as you wish.

9.
Examine the law codes that survive from Anglo-Saxon England. How are these useful in revealing aspects of Anglo-Saxon social values? For translations of the law codes see English Historical Documents, volume I, c. 500–1042, edited by Dorothy Whitelock (London, 1968), pp. 357–439.

