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The Peace of Philocrates- 346BCE

Philocrates was an Athenian Politician who was the main negotiator in the peace treaty which drew a close to the 10 yearlong War of Amphipolis and therefore concluded the tension between Athens and Macedon (Rickard, 2017). He originally pushed forward the idea of a peace treaty two years before in 348 BCE after Philip II of Macedon destroyed the city of Olynthus, however Philip did not agree at the time (Adkins, 1998, pp. 72; Hazel, 2001, pp. 185-186). Aeschines also point out that the negotiation may have also been assisted by Demosthenes (Aeschin. 3. 54). 

Philocrates was prosecuted and fled Athens in 343 BCE as he was said to have been accepting bribes from Philip II of Macedon. He was exiled and then condemned to death whilst he remained out of Athens (Hazel, 2001, pp. 185-186).

[image: Image result for peace of philocrates]The third Sacred War began when Phocis seized the Temple of Apollo in Delphi. Athens, which had previously been a member of the Amphictyonic league in both Peloponnesian Wars (in fact Athens was the leader/most powerful in said league), went on to ally with Phocis against other members of the Amphictyonic league which it was previously in partnership with. This showed the breakdown on the Amphictyonic league and was one of the reasons that the peace could be decided upon.

Figure 1: Third Sacred War. 
(Image from: https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Third_Sacred_War)

Peace became apparent after the Boeotian Campaign in Phocis where the Thebans requested the help from Macedon and Philip sent a small army and then returned to the Sacred war so that he could finish the war himself. However, Athenian politician including Philocrates and Demosthenes went to Philip to try and conclude some sort of peace treaty in order to put an end to all of the war and death. Both parties agreed to the terms and peace was announced in April of 346 BCE (Cawkwell, 1978, pp 98-101).

The peace didn’t last too long as it was overshadowed by the Fourth Sacred War which started in 339 BCE which was Philip invade Greece. The Athenians knew that this was a threat and so went on to gather an alliance against him. Philip managed to establish dominance over Greece when he was victorious in 338 BCE at Chaeronea (Rickard, 2017).
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