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In this appraisal I am assessing an essay that explores the effects that media had on youth culture in the 1950s.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The essay includes many secondary sources, which suggests it could be further enhanced with more primary sources. Bogard’s The Age of Television and Coleman’s The Adolescent Society are the primary sources used in the essay that are most relevant to the question asked. Most of the other sources are secondary sources from the decades after the 1950s, such as Doherty’s Teenagers and Teenpics which was published in 1985. The other primary sources used in the essay relate to youth culture in the 1920s rather than the 1950s and although they may provide context they are not relevant to the question asked. The secondary sources, however, are relevant as they provide information of the medias contribution to the growth of youth culture in the 1950s. A strength is that these sources are authoritative sources, since they are published by reputable publishers and universities. 
The author does not discuss any of the sources in much detail, which is a weakness of the essay. If they were more thoroughly assessed, it would provide a bigger basis for analytical discussion and would advance the writer’s answer to the question asked, as well as helping to develop an enhanced opinion on the sources. The argument that comedy shows and other programming were transferred to television, leaving more air time on the radio for rock ‘n’ roll, is persuasive because it had a big impact on the growth of youth culture at that time. Colemans study supports this argument. 
The thesis statement is that the media was central to the growth of youth culture in the 1950s.This is expressed very succinctly and comes across as effective as it gets straight to the point. The thesis statement is sustained throughout the essay with each argument suggesting that media was central to the growth of youth culture. The essay does answer the assigned question; however, it could have been expressed better with more specific references about the growth of 1950s youth culture. The answer is sustained throughout the essay; nevertheless, the author mentions irrelevant information far too often in the essay.

Although it does have a thesis, the introduction goes straight into answering the question. The author does not specifically state what will be discussed in the following paragraphs. The author does, however, talk about the relationship between youths and the media, which links back to the question. Each paragraph is related to the prior, meaning that transitioning from one paragraph to the next is easy to follow and is thus a strength of the essay.  Even though the essay has been written in a way which is easy to understand, the structure of the essay could have been thought out with proper planning and a redrafting process (for example, the paragraphs could be shorter). However, the presentation is methodical and easy to read. 

In conclusion, the MHRA referencing system has been sustained well throughout the essay. This makes it easy for the reader to find the references if they needed to. Based upon the assessment criteria I would award the essay a grade of 57.
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