Criminal Liability Legislation In The United Kingdom 
Criminal liability is taking responsibility for criminal offences when they are committed. The current age in which citizens living in England and Wales are criminally liable is ten years of age, similar to Northern Ireland which is also ten years of age but different to Scotland which is twelve years of age. England, Wales and Northern Ireland currently have the lowest criminal liability age in Europe and some countries do not consider children liable until they reach the age of sixteen.  It can be argued that children that are ten years of age cannot be held as responsible for offences as they are not fully matured. But oppositely, children are disciplined throughout school and can distinguish the difference between what is right and what is wrong. 
When a child is ten years of age or older, they are officially responsible for any crimes they commit. Although children under the age of ten are not able to be prosecuted, it is possible for children between the ages of ten and seventeen to be arrested and they can be brought to court. Children under the age of eighteen are treated differently to adults when they are arrested. GOV.UK states that they are “dealt with by youth courts, given different sentences and sent to special secure centres for young people, not adult prisons.” There are many young offenders’ institutions in place to isolate the younger generations when they offend. There is a lot of evidence supporting that children do commit crimes. For example, GOV.UK found that “There were over 65,800 arrests of children (aged 10-17) by the police in England and Wales (excluding Lancashire)” at the end of March 2018. However, these numbers have decreased within the last 10 years with 11,000 youth cautions given in the year ending March 2018, compared to 120,000 youth cautions given in the year ending March 2008. This shows a decrease by around 90%. 
There are current laws in place that outline what children legally can and cannot do. For example, you need to be sixteen years of age to legally give consent for sexual activity and intercourse, seventeen years of age to legally drive a car and eighteen years of age to buy tobacco and alcohol products. Such laws can provide a basis to argue that children aged ten years old are not old enough to be responsible for criminal offences. It could also be argued that children of such a young age will not understand the concept of having a mind of a criminal. 
In an opposite argument, children are disciplined throughout their time in school and education from an age as young as six years old. Children are taught from a very young age the difference between what is right and wrong behaviour. Children are also taught about the Human Rights Act 1998 which can allow them to understand that everyone has their rights such as the “right to life” and the “prohibition of torture” and should be made aware that it is incorrect behaviour to forbid anyone of their rights. In some cases, the parents of the children can also be considered responsible for the actions of the children. 
There are many case studies that prove children who are aged between ten and seventeen are in fact responsible for their actions and can also be criminals. One of these cases is the James Bulger incident. The case in 1993 saw two males, aged ten years old, Jon Venables and Robert Thompson carry out a vicious attack on James Bulger who was only two years of age. When questioned, the two defendants were in denial about the attack and murder on James Bulger. During the investigation of the case, it was evident that James had severe multiple injuries to the head and was then left on a train track whereby he was cut in half by an approaching train. However, there is pathologist evidence that James was already dead before the train hit him. Jon Venables and Robert Thompson were brought to conviction in an adult court as it was one of the most horrific child murder cases the United Kingdom had seen. Both Venables and Thompson were isolated in a young offenders’ institutions. When released, both defendants were given a new identity, Thompson’s of which is still protected by an unprecedented injunction. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Another case showing criminal responsibility in children is the case of Daniel Bartlam, a fourteen year old boy who murdered his mother in Nottinghamshire. Daniel attacked his mother multiple times with a hammer, and then set fire to her body as an attempted way to hide the evidence. It was later found that Daniel had an addiction to violent video games which is how he developed such behaviour. Daniel Bartlam had been described as a ‘normal boy’ and had not experienced any abuse or neglect at home which can sometimes influence criminal behaviour in children. He appealed in Nottingham crown court and was sentences to a minimum of 16 years in prison. It is found that Daniel took inspiration from the soap opera ‘Corination Street’ where he saw a man murder a woman with a hammer and repeated a similar attack on his mother. 
In conclusion, it is evident that children can be criminals at a young age and so should be fully responsible for their actions. For this reason there are many young offenders’ institutions in place dedicated to the isolation of children who commit an offence. In relation to the Daniel Bartlam case, what children play and watch can also influence their behaviour. With the current trend in violent and graphic video games being played, there is always a chance that children may copy the behaviour they are seeing on a daily basis if they play the game regularly. Although there are some age restrictions to games such as ‘Call of Duty’, parents still purchase these games for their children. However, there is an obvious decrease in the number of young offenders as the number of arrests and child cautions have reduced. This may be due to schools being more persistent in teaching children about human rights and helping them establish what is right and wrong. There is also more interaction between schools and the police which can be a very effective way in teaching children all about crime prevention and other issues such as drug, alcohol and substance misuse. This helps them engage with the police and understand their communities and society from a younger age. 
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