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The concept of “policing by consent” is given by Robert Peel in the year 1829. He was the home secretary of the UK in 1822. He introduced the concept of “policing by consent” where he said that the effectiveness of police is not measured by the arrest of the criminal but by controlling the crime. He also said that effective authority is those who know that trust and accountability are paramount. He also used the quotation ‘The police are the public and the public are the police”. 
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The importance of “policing by consent” and the impact it has upon a modern-day police service
The most important function of the state is to protect its citizens from external aggression as well as within the state from criminals. The maintenance of internal security is within the hand of the police. Police have been given wide power to maintain law and order in the country. They are answerable to the people of the state. The police’s main duty is to maintain peace and security, detect crime and investigate the crime (Rogers, 2020).
The police cannot maintain peace and security in the state without the help of the common people. In modern times police have adopted an innovative method to control crime. Earlier the approach of the police was to control crime by maintaining fear in the mind of the public, the police had given wide power to control crime by using force. Before the 20th century, the concept of Human Rights was not introduced and therefore people have no other option but to follow the instructions of the police otherwise they will have to face the consequences. Earlier judiciary and executive were not segregated therefore there was very less chance to get justice from the court (Sheldon and Williams, 2022). 
In modern society, citizens have been given ample rights including human rights. The police cannot use excessive force and they have to work within the ambit of human rights. The modern police cannot maintain peace and security by using force and by making fear in the mind of the people. The people are becoming aware of their rights and if the police use excessive force then people can approach the court for the violation of Fundamental rights as well as human rights. The police can only work by mutual understanding between the police and society.
Police by consent are one of the concepts for solving the issue of trust and mutual consensus between the common people and the police. The idea of police by consent is to maintain a relationship between the people and the police. Police by consent mean police obtaining their power with the consent of the citizens of the UK. The citizens of the UK legitimatising the act of the police by approving the action of the police. In this concept police instead of using force on the citizen, they try to build a mutual understanding with the citizens through their humble and polite behaviour. The police have understood they cannot control the citizen by using force because the police do not have enough manpower to control each and every citizen of the country. They can only be controlled by the humble and polite behaviour of the police rather than using excessive power and force on the citizens. Though building trust and confidence in the citizen of the police is a time taking process but the police have done this. They are doing this for 200 years and this continues till now (Osidipe and South, 2021).    
“Police by consent” is introduced by Sir Robert Peel in the year 1829. In 1800, the population of London was one and a half million and there were only 450 constables in London. There were 4500-night watchmen but they were privately hired. In 1822, when Sir Robert peel become the Home Secretary enacted the Metropolitan Act, 1829 and established the police force. They were the first professional police, organised and specialised in the field of law enforcement. Though they were focusing on rigorous and less discretionary approaches in the field of law enforcement. They were focusing on more ethical working rather than a regressive approach. The focus of Peel was to control crime therefore they measured the effectiveness of police on the basis of crime control and not the number of arrests by the police. The peel also observed that trust and confidence are paramount in crime control. They prefer building trust and confidence in the people of London and not focusing on the fear of the police force in the people of London. He always quoted that “The Police are the Public and the Public are the Police”. He always focuses on removing the demarcated line between the police and the public. 
Charles Reith 9 principles that were issued for the police officers and their importance. First, crime can be prevented by community contribution rather than repression by the military and severe punishment. Second, the police get its authority and power to maintain security is dependent on the prior approval of the public. Third, recognising the support and respect of the public for police can be done by ensuring the cooperation of the public in controlling crime. Fourth, to recognise the extent of cooperation by the public, by ensuring the disproportional use of force by the police for achieving the objectives of the police. Fifth, to get the public favour, police should not focus on public opinion but on impartial enforcement of the law and without favouring the person on the basis of financial and social status. Sixth, the force can be used only when the requests, persuasion and advice fail to convince the person for public cooperation to restore law and ensure that the police should use a minimal degree of force. Seventh, the police should focus on maintaining a relationship with the public so that the objective of ‘Police is public and the public are the police is achieved. Eighth, the police should refrain from interfering in the power of the judiciary and judging the guilt of the accused and punishing the accused. Ninth, to get public consent police should focus on testing the efficiency of the police in the absence of crime and violence and not for the sake of showing off that they are working on the field (Farrow, 2022). 

Impact of ‘Policing by consent’. The objective of police by consent is to control crime and adopting this concept has helped the police to control crime. This concept has helped in improving the relationship between the police and society. Modern society has witnessed the police by consent many times but the pandemic was one of the best examples. The relationship between the police and society has improved after the pandemic and even the citizens are happy with the working styles of police during the pandemic. During the pandemic, police tried to build good relationships and tried to get the confidence of the public for a successful lockdown in the UK (Fatsis and Lamb, 2021). The Police of the UK have effectively followed the guidelines of lockdown without giving liberty to a political and financially influential person, for example, the Police imposed a fine on PM Boris Johnson for violating the lockdown guidelines because they were celebrating a birthday party. 
This concept has helped the police to deal with crime control many times police cannot be available everywhere and therefore the police have to depend upon the public for information related to crime control. In European countries, violence against Black people is common and sometimes police act negligently in detecting the violence against black people which results in a loss of faith in the police to build the confidence of black people in the police, police hire black people in their police department.         
Importance of “Police by Consent”.  In a contemporary society where people’s life and liberty is the utmost priority of the government of the UK. The police have to enforce the law and maintain peace and security in society. The control of crime without using physical force or minimal physical force can only be possible when there is a good relationship between the public and the police. Cooperation from the public side can only be done when there is a better understanding between them. Police by consent have importance in detecting and investigating crime in the UK. Many times crimes are committed at places where there was no police available and CCTV camera at the crime scene. In that situation, the police investigation is totally dependent on the deposition of the witness present at the crime scene. Witnesses will not give the deposition or material information to the police when there is a lack of trust in the police. People will only come forward to help people when there is the confidence of people in the police and a belief that they will not be harmed when they give deposition and police will always come forward to help them (Evans and Farmer, 2020).     
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The report has discussed the concept of “policing by consent” and its impact and importance in modern-day policing. The police by consent mean the police will build and obtain its power with the consent of its citizens. In this Police focus on building relations with the citizen to control crime rather than using force.  
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