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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
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Please complete the following research proposal and email to mike.durke@uwtsd.ac.uk 

	NAME:  Zak Jenkins 

	 ID No.:  2101500 

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: What is the extent of knife crime in the UK, and what are the solutions?
Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation?
 
The topic of knife crime is one of the biggest, and scariest crimes in the UK, this is due to the severity of it but also the fact that the age of people who are getting involved in this is so young. For me the main reason to choose this as my topic of research for my dissertation is due to my interest in the matter. I have always been interested in the news since i was a child growing up and when i became more aware and as i was growing up knife crime was the biggest crime in the news. Unfortunately, this topic is still very prevalent in today's society but is not as prevalent in the news. I would like to find out the main cause and the extent of knife crime in the UK but I also want to research and find out what is currently being done to help these people involved and if there is anything you can do to reduce the number of crimes. this topic is worthy of my time and research because has always been a big and troubling topic for the police in the last ten years and is not getting any better however, it is becoming less and less shown in the media. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
The assessment specification has broken down the structure of the dissertation or placement-based project. Here, you are required to clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives: 

Objective 1:  How prevalent is Knife crime in the United Kingdom, and where are the hotspot areas of this crime. 

Objective 2:  What is being done to stop Knife crime in the UK

Objective 3:  Should the police and the government be doing more to tackle this problem



	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans, and list a short bibliography of these key sources. This need not be extensive but will give your supervisor a good point to start from.

How prevalent is Knife crime in the United Kingdom, and where are the hotspot areas of this crime?
Knife crime has always been prevalent in gang culture in the United Kingdom, however this is still a huge problem, despite receiving less media coverage. In 2022 the ONS published data on knife crime it showed that there were 45,000 offences involving knives or sharp instruments and this is excluding the Greater Manchester Police Force ( House of Commons, 2022). This now shows that Knife crime is still a huge part of UK policing however you do not see it in the media anymore as it is seen to be not as important as most other crimes. Linking back to my question, my research found that Knife crime is still prevalent in the UK. 

Knife crime in the UK has its hotspots but the places where Knife crime is not necessarily as severe but is more common in places with densely populated communities.  The document that have researched ( Corfe, 2023) tells the reader that London is ranked the fourth highest place for knife crime in the UK with one hundred and twenty eight per one hundred thousand people, however the West Midlands was found to have the highest rate per one hundred thousand people with one hundred and seventy offences. On the other hand, Suffolk and Dyfed-Powys had the lowest rates with only thirty seven per one hundred thousand. This shows that Knife crime has its own hotspots and from my research the conclusion the reader can come to is that places where there are more people in a condensed area have a bigger likelihood of having more knife crime. 

What is being done to stop Knife crime in the UK

With the problem of Knife crime, the public have been asking for the police and the government to do something to help younger children to get out of the violence and stop them from going any further. The police brought in an Act to help people.  The Offences Weapons Act was introduced in 2019 to deal with the misuse of firearms or corrosive substances but also was put into place to tackle the Knife crime epidemic. Under the Offensive Weapon Act 2019,the police introduced Knife Crime Prevention Orders (KCPOs). This is where the police use the orders to work with children over the age of 12 who are carrying knives or at risk of serious violence ( Norton, 2021). This shows that the police are actively trying to help the younger generations from falling into the route of knife crime and violence. This then helps the police build relationships in the community with high levels of Knife crime. 


The government has also brought in higher stakes for people to deter them from carrying knives around with them. Under the Criminal Justice Act 1988 all weapons have been banned in public but recently weapons like shuriken, knuckle dusters and death stars have been banned and this deters people by prison sentences of up to six months and fines. The British Home Secretary Priti Patel stated “ There is no place in our society for violent crime and harm caused by such knives and firearms. Lives have been lost through serious violence, and this ban will help save lives by getting more knives and other weapons off the streets and out of the hands of violent criminals” (Home Office, 2021). From this article, the government is actively trying to deter people from carrying knives around with them with a risk of hefty fines, however is this enough. The reason this might not be enough is because this article was published in 2021 and knife crime rates in 2022 were still in the thousands. 

Should the police and the government be doing more to tackle this problem

 As the problem of knife crime is very severe in the UK the police and government are looking to develop strategies to help reduce the number of crimes and the number of police involved. In 2009 the police realised that there was not enough being done to help young people who fall into becoming victims of crime. the government and police then set up a multi-agency approach called “ Young Victims’ Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Criteria”. This will hopefully become a multi agency approach to help young people ( Greater London Authority 2017). This document shows what the police and government are trying to do in the future for younger children but as it is new and is still on going the effectiveness and/or if it is worth the time and money will always be questioned by communities for a long time. 

Point- 
Evidence- 
Evaluate- 

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Summary of qualitative or quantitative methods, and survey techniques being considered.

 The type of research I am going to do is qualitative, which is research which has non numerical data, and I will include quantitative data, this is when the data can be used and has numerical value. the reasoning for this is because I will have better knowledge of peoples opinions but i can work out percentages from my numerical data. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public?
The target audience of my research and survey will be mostly people between the ages and the reasoning behind this is because this is mostly the age range of people who will be affected by this type of crime. 10% of my survey will be asked to people aged 25-35, so i can find out if the people who are not directly affected by this, still understand how big of a crime this is and how serious it can be. The type of questions I will be asking is; Have you ever experienced Knife crime or know someone who has experienced it? This is because my research will show that Knife crime hotspots are in places which are densely populated and my research will more than likely be participants who are in Swansea. 
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