		Policing the Public: Assignment 2 – Supporting Paper

The topic that was decided and discussed thoroughly within the group was the George Floyd incident that occurred in 2020. The group was tasked with choosing an event that caused national concern involving specifically the public and the Police. As the group was tasked to decide an event, a set of ideas were discussed but ultimately led to the agreement of using the George Floyd incident as a focal point for our presentation that affected the worlds’ image of the Police. It was figured best to discuss George Floyd as it did cause national concern and caused many lasting effects to places and communities all over the world and to split different factors and effects to discuss within the group was the best course of action in understanding the topic. 
It was best to start the discussion with explaining specifically what occurred during the events of George Floyd’s murder. The murder of George Floyd happened on May 25th, 2020, which also shows that the world was under pressure prior, given the Covid-19 Pandemic which was nearing its peak. It was found that on that day it was widely discovered how certain members of the police force can be brought down due to their own corruption and racism, what happened to George Floyd is that he was murdered by a police officer known as Derek Chauvin and he committed this murder due to the racist nature that he had. It was found that George Floyd was arrested because of ‘a report of a man who was using fake bills to buy a pack of cigarettes, according to the 911 transcript’ (Graves, 2020) and was also found to be “drunk and not in control of himself”. It was also discovered that George Floyd was murdered due to the fact that ‘Chauvin knelt on his neck for close to nine minutes as he pleaded for air’ (Marcus, 2022). There was also another officer who was directly linked to the murder known as Alexander Kueng, though he wasn’t directly responsible for George Floyd’s death it was found that he ‘pleaded guilty to a state charge of aiding and abetting second-degree manslaughter in October’ (New York Post, 2022). The murder of George Floyd was not only a horrific crime, but it also set an image for the Police, not only in America but in the Forces around the world.
It was found best to discuss one of those images that was set for the Police institutionally. One of the lasting effects of this event was that it showed what Police corruption looks like to the world through media and news. It showed millions of people that not all officers follow the law that they are sworn to uphold. The powers of a police officer can only take an officer so far and they were originally given that power and were expected to use that power to enforce the law and essentially do the job they signed up for in the first place. The murder of George Floyd set for the general public that ‘corruption occurs in almost every force at some time’ and that ‘it can be a near permanent feature while it can also reoccur either cyclically or episodically’ (Newburn, 1999). Though unfortunately the point of George Floyd’s death is that it caused all officers to be seen in the same way and take an overall disliking and distrust to the people who are there to protect them. A portion of the general public did see that ‘Police officers should not all be tarred with the same brush’ (The National, 2021) although a large portion of the world saw Police forces as a whole to be corrupt especially due to the actions of Derek Chauvin. ‘Police corruption has been around for a long time. It started around the 1900s’ (Bartleby, n.d.) though it was reported through minor abuses of power such as bribes but the major abuses of power such as police brutality, specifically with George Floyd is what set that negative image and caused worse problems to occur. 
Records suggest that around the time of the George Floyd murder that 'In 2020/21, 62,606 people complained about the police' (IOPC, 2021). What this shows is that corruption is a big problem for Police forces and that the murder of George Floyd only led these statistics of corruption to rise. What also proves how corruption was a growing issue within the Police was that 'forces recorded a total of 34,103 complaint cases in 2016/17' (IPCC, 2017). This brings about the difference between the years and how they were near being doubled as a result. 
The tragic murder of George Floyd further brought about a number of protests across the world and made way for the Black Lives Matter movement to rise, the event had a number of impacts that spread not just on the local community in Minneapolis, but it also impacted different places of the world as it was relevant to be televised across the news in many parts of the world. This allowed the Black Lives Matter movement to not only take place in America but to the UK and many more parts of the world. It was also further found that the BLM movement according to the Black Lives Matter UK website they ‘stand together as a social civil rights movement in solidarity in the UK and across the globe to change the world’ (B.L.M, 2020.).
It has also been found that ‘the impact of the Black Lives Matter movement internationally has shaken confidence in the police across many countries and has resonated in the UK’ (Mynenko; Ditcham, 2022). What this did for the Police was cause the general public not just in the UK to lose trust within their local Police force, this is because the murder of George Floyd set an image of the Police force as a whole and let the general image be that the Police are corrupt and racist as a result of the officers’ actions towards George Floyd. 
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