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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 
Please get rid of the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: Lloyd Jones 

	STUDENT ID No.: 1922299

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 
INTRODUCTION:

“The prevalence of knife crime within the United Kingdom and analysing the risk to frontline Police officers”. 

The author for this research believes this topic is worthy for their undergraduate dissertation as knife crime poses a current issue across all major towns and cities across the UK. It has been said that knife related crimes are increasing along with other violent attacks most associated with gang violence. These types of crimes have adverse effects on society, and I have personally seen a growing number of children carrying knives in my force area and would like to establish the risks associated with carrying a knife and the risk posed to frontline Police officers who must confront the most violent offenders whilst maintaining their personal safety. 

Although gangs are commonly blamed for knife crime, they would like to establish why non gang members carry knives such as those involved in drug supply and organised crime groups. 

It appears there are limited ways to pro-actively tackle knife, crime one of them being the controversial use of stop search powers particularly section 1 of the Police & criminal evidence act which is continuously under public scrutiny. I would like to look at other ways to tackle knife crime and understand the reason for its existence within society. 

They want to carry out research surrounding knife crime so they can obtain a better understanding of why knife crime exists. They would also like to understand the level of risk that is posed to frontline Police officers who routinely put themselves in harms way to tackle crime. They would also like to investigate how knife crime is tackled within the UK as when carrying out their literature review it appears that the main methods of tackling knife crime are stop searching people and education. Although there are methods to tackle knife crime the apparent rates of knife related crime do not appear to be reducing but more worryingly increasing. The use of stop searches are an effective tool in searching for knives but can only be used if the grounds are present to search people thus making stop search a controversial method of combating it. 

The author will conduct secondary research surrounding my project and I will analyse literature published online and on virtual libraries. I will also analyse Government statistics and Police gathered information. 






	




SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

During my research I would like to focus on three main objectives covering points surrounding knife crime.

-What is the motivation for possessing a knife

-How the Police tackle knife crime including use of force and stop search powers

-What is the risk to frontline Police officers









	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Brennan, I., 2022. The UK government wants to crack down on knife crime – research can tell us why young people start carrying weapons. [online] The Conversation. Available at: https://theconversation.com/the-uk-government-wants-to-crack-down-on-knife-crime-research-can-tell-us-why-young-people-start-carrying-weapons-176925  [Accessed 11 August 2022].

Brennan, (2022) has published an article stating that tackling knife crime remains a priority for the UK Government.  He also states that there is research available that can tell us why young people carry knives. According to his research, being surrounded by violence can be a factor in people feeling the need to carry a weapon and that around 4% of young people in England & Wales carry a weapon at least once in a year.  

Skarlatidou, A., Ludwig, L., Solymosi, R. and Bradford, B., 2021. Understanding Knife Crime and Trust in Police with Young People in East London. Crime &amp; Delinquency, p.001112872110298.

Skarlatidou, A., Ludwig, L., Solymosi, R. and Bradford, B., 2021. Have formulated an article based on knife crime and how the trust in Police could impact knife crime statistics as some people have distust in the Police and their ability to protect them from violence, as a result people feel that it may be necessary to arm themselves with weapons to protect themselves. They have also discovered that there is no Home Office definition of knife crime. I feel that defining something such as knife crime would be a good start to combating its affects. How is something going to be tackled if we can’t even define it? 


Assets.publishing.service.gov.uk. 2022.  [online] Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/698009/serious-violence-strategy.pdf  [Accessed 12 August 2022]. 


The Government said in its serious crime strategy that the small minority of people commit most crimes, and that knife crime is no exception. The study has also found that there is evidence that social media is responsible for gang related violence. Gangs create social media posts inciting violence and retaliation and publishing the material objects obtained through criminality which attracts non gang members to join them. Before social media, joining a gang would be done by being introduced by someone but social media has now removed this barrier leading to younger people joining in on the criminality possibly leading to more people carrying weapons. 


Polfed.org. 2018. Police assaults. [online] Available at: https://www.polfed.org/campaigns/protect-the-protectors/police-assaults/  [Accessed 12 August 2022].

The Police Federation (2018) explained that there were nearly 2 million assaults on Police officers and over 300,000 armed assaults against officers. However, there does not appear to be any clear research which identifies the risks posed to frontline police officers when it comes to knife crime. There appears to be extensive research in America when it comes to the safety of officers and statistics surrounding the use of weapons against them. There is a clear gap in this research area and a need for more research to be conducted to clearly identify what the current risk is to frontline officers. 








	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

For this research I will be looking to review articles, books, journals & Government statistics- secondary research. I feel this research method will best suit the topic that I am investigating as I want to understand what research currently exists and where there are gaps in the research. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
I will be looking to speak with officers or the lead for operation sceptre. Operation Sceptre is the current operation that the Police are using to tackle knife crime. The officers on this team may be able to provide answers that I can not find published online such as the style of weapons being carried and how they tackle knife crime. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Throughout this research I may come across ethical issues when speaking with serving officers surrounding their experiences around knife crime. I will ensure that all research conducted does not directly or indirectly cause any person physical or emotional harm and that all research will be undertaken respectfully and professionally. 

I understand when asking serving officers about their experiences around knife crime that this may elicit emotional responses especially involving a threat of violence towards them. As a Police officer, I can support people who are emotional or distressed but will also provide them with support agencies internal and external. 

I will also agree to keep their identities anonymous and where applicable, assign them a pseudonym. If at any stage participants wish to withdraw from speaking with me, I will ensure that this is carried out. I will also ensure that GDPR is adhered to and will not identify any criminal subjects in any of my research.

	TIME SCALE:

As my research has multiple submission dates, I will be sticking to these timescales for my work to be structured and submitted systematically throughout my final year. 

	REFERENCE LIST:

When giving credit to people who have put in the work for this research to be found I will reference their work using the Harvard referencing system as demonstrated above in my literature review. 
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