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AIM(S)
· To provide students with the opportunity to work with the historical records and special collections of medieval manuscripts and early printed books held by the Roderic Bowen Library and Archives; to learn how to conduct a range of kinds of research using these materials; and to reflect on this experience and situate it in the context of an understanding of archives and special collection libraries and the history of the production, reading and collection of manuscripts and books.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:

· demonstrate critical understanding of archives and their functions as repositories of various kinds of record, and the ability to access and interpret the information they provide by conducting archival research using a range of historical records and relevant print and electronic resources;

· demonstrate critical understanding of historical collections in libraries, in particular those containing collections of medieval manuscripts, incunabula, early printed books and/or books printed in the middle period of printing to about the end of the eighteenth century; and the ability to examine these materials with the relevant knowledge from a range of perspectives provided by the disciplines of bibliography, book-history, and the history of book illustration;

· demonstrate the ability to reflect academically and personally on one’s own experience of working with historical records, medieval manuscripts, and early printed books, and to write coherently about this experience.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· The module will introduce students to archives of various kinds. Students will then work with the manuscript collections and records of the Roderic Bowen Archives, particularly the historic records of the University (as St David’s College and subsequently St David’s University College and University of Wales, Lampeter). These the students will utilise in conjunction with other electronic and printed resources to conduct research on a project typically relating to such topics as, inter alia, the founders and benefactors of the University or its former students.

· The module will also introduce students to the special collections of the Roderic Bowen Library, including medieval literary and illuminated manuscripts, incunabula (printed between 1450 and 1500), early printed books produced between 1500 and 1550, and books printed from around 1550 to the middle of the nineteenth century. Students will examine these collections from a range of bibliographical and book-historical perspectives, emphasising the materiality of the book. Typically topics will include some or all of the following: the history of the origin and development of printing and the press, including the range of different types of printed material, the material process of printing, and its widespread social, political and educational impact; bibliographical research and description or documentation; bookbinding (the materials and processes involved in the production of a bound book and the development of bookbinding design); book provenance (the value of marks of ownership in books and how they assist in the understanding of how books were used and consumed); medieval literary manuscripts and manuscript illumination, including the materials and processes used in production; techniques of book illustration such as using woodblocks and woodcuts, copperplate engraving, mezzotinting, hand-colouring, and colour printing using techniques such as lithography, and the functions of illustrations, their conventions and iconography, and the collaborations between artists, engravers and printers.

· Students will be encouraged to reflect on their own experience of working with historical records, medieval manuscripts, and early printed books, of undertaking the projects and assignments they are required to complete, and of reading and learning on the course, and to commit these reflections to a common-place book or journal.

Study Time Allocation

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	48
	24%

	Independent learning
	152
	76%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%




ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Student Archive Project (Essay)
	1,500 words
	30%




Assessment Component 2
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Book Biography Library Project
	1,000 words
	20%





Assessment Component 3
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Book Illustration Project (Poster)
	Equivalent to 1,000 words
	20%





Assessment Component 4
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Reflective Journal
(Essay)
	1,500 words
	30%





Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%



INDICATIVE READING LIST

· Essential Reading: It is expected that the majority will contain no more than 7 items; however there will be instances where no more than 2 items is appropriate. The absolute maximum number of items to be included as essential on a reading list is up to 15 items.
· Further Reading: The absolute maximum number of items to be included as further reading on a reading list is up to 25 items, plus digitised chapters / articles as appropriate and within Copyright Licensing Agency (CLA) guidelines.
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	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Manuscripts and Books Taken from the holdings of the RBLA and a range of resources, printed and electronic, that are to be used in completing the projects and components of assessment.
	☒
To be provided

	Further
	Foster, J. & J. Sheppard, eds. British Archives: A Guide to Archive Resources in the UK. 4th edn. London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2002.
	☐


	Further
	Bettley, James., and National Art Library. The Art of the Book : From Medieval Manuscript to Graphic Novel. London: V&A Publications, 2001
	☐

	Further
	Alexander, J.J. Medieval Illuminators and their Methods of Work. New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1992.
	☐


	Further
	Backhouse, Janet. The Illuminated Page: Ten Centuries of Manuscript Painting in the British Library. London: British Library, 1997.
	☐


	Further
	Milward, Peter. "A Companion to the Early Printed Book in Britain 1476-1558." Heythrop Journal 56.2 (2015): 313-16
	☐

	Further
	Szirmai, J. A. The archaeology of medieval bookbinding. Aldershot: Ashgate, 1999.
	☐


	Further
	Pearson, D. English Bookbinding Styles 1450-1800. London, 2014.
	☐


	Further
	Nixon, H.M. Five Centuries of English Bookbinding. London, 1978.
	☐

	Further
	Nixon, H. M. & Foot, M. M. The History of decorated bookbindings in England. Oxford, 1992.
	☐

	Further
	Pollard, Alfred W. Early Illustrated Books : A History of the Decoration and Illustration of Books in the 15th and 16th Centuries. 2nd Edition Reprinted. ed. New York: Haskell House, 1968
	☐

	Further
	Pearson, David. 'Books, Owners and History: Books Beyond the Texts', in Readers, Printers, Churchmen, and Travellers: Essays in Honour of David Selwyn, ed. by William Marx and Janet Burton, Trivium, 35 (2004), 7-28
	☐

	Further
	Pearson, David, Provenance Research in Book History: A Handbook, The British Library Studies in the History of the Book. London: The British Library; New Castle, DE: Oak Knoll Press, 1998.
	☐

	Further
	Bland, Mark, A Guide to Early Printed Books and Manuscripts. Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, 2010.
	☐

	Further
	Eisenstein, Elizabeth L., The Printing Press as an Agent of Change: Communications and Cultural Transformations in Early-Modern Europe, 2 vols. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1979
	☐

	Further
	Finkelstein, David and Alistair McCleery, An Introduction to Book History. London and New York: Routledge, 2005.
	☐

	Further
	Finkelstein, David and Alistair McCleery, eds, The Book History Reader, 2nd edn. London and New York: Routledge, 2006.
	☐

	Further
	Gaskell, Philip, A New Introduction to Bibliography. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1972
	☐

	Further
	Kusukawa, Sachiko, Picturing the Book of Nature: Image, Text, and Argument in Sixteenth-Century Human Anatomy and Medical Botany. Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press, 2012.
	☐

	Further
	Landau, David and Peter Parshall, The Renaissance Print, 1470-1550. New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1994.
	☐

	Further
	Stijnman, Ad and Elizabeth Savage, eds, Printing Colour 1400-1700: History, Techniques, Functions and Receptions, Library of the Written Word, 41; The Handpress World, 32. Leiden & Boston: Brill, 2015.
	☐

	Further
	Hodnett, Edward, Five Centuries of English Book Illustration. Aldershot: Scolar Press, 1988.
	☐






