Mouthbreather:

Characters:
Rose (Amelie)
James (Jake)
Dictator (Charla)

Rose: Is everything alright?
James nods
Rose: It just seems as though you’re a bit on edge. 
James: Waiting for the big speech...Big day, you know?
Rose notices James has spoken – this is unusual as the masks are meant to silence individuals.
Rose: Oh, what do you think about that>
James looks around hesitantly, aware of his surroundings. He shrugs. 
Rose: Cat got your tongue?
James says nothing but glares fearfully at Rose. Fearing he has made a mistake by speaking. 
Rose: Don’t look so scared, I won’t say anything
Silence
Rose: So, what’s wrong with your mask?
James: Sometimes I can speak when I mess with it.
Rose: Oh right, is that something you do on purpose?
James: No, no God no. 
Rose: Oh, are you sure?
James looks around fearful again, he nods.
Rose: How long have you been able to speak for?
James: A year now. 
Rose: A year? I don’t think the dictator would approve of that, do you?
James looks down, ashamed
James: No. 

Rose: Dread to think what the punishment for that would be...
James continues to looks down in shame.
Rose: Do you have a family?
James: Sort of yeah. 
Rose: Are there a lot of you?
James: Yeah, people of all ages. I live with many families, in one house. 
Rose: Do they know about the mask?
James remains silent for a moment as he ponders his next words carefully. 
James: No, I’m scared of something happening to them. 
Rose: What if I told you I know about a way to take away that fear. Would you be interested?
James shrugs -
Rose: What if you’re family knew you were given the opportunity to use your voice, but you chose to stay silent. 
THE DICTATOR BEGINS HIS SPEECH:
Dictator: Silence, citizens...(she laughs) How lovely it is to see you all below... I mean in front of me today. I bet you’re all feeling a bit nervous about the result of today, but you should know by now that I always make decisions that best benefit me...I mean us. So, despite the efforts of the rebellion... I am pleased to announce that the sewing of your mouths will be going ahead! This is brilliant, isn’t it? How are we all feeling, any thoughts? Good, you’re getting the hang of this already! Although I’ve loved hearing your voices and listening to your opinions, I think it’s best to keep a more sensible voice for us all. Which is mine and mine only! It’s only fair, isn’t it? But fear not, I promise to keep your best interests at heart - just like I always have. Ecnelis!
James turns to walk away.
Rose: Leaving so soon?
James hangs his head in shame and looks back. 
Rose: Drop the nerves, they’re gone.
James: This shouldn’t be happening. 
Rose laughs at his comment
Rose: Bet you’re wishing you’d used your voice now.
James: I’ve been a fool.
Rose: Don’t worry, there’s still a chance to make things right, we’re always looking for people to help get our voices back. What the dictator is enforcing is wrong. People’s opinions are not something that should be silences. 
James: Yeah, I wish I had seen it that way from the start.
Rose: Tomorrow at non is our final chance to make a difference. If you want to stop your family from being silenced, you’ll join us.
Rose walks away, leaving James to contemplate the offer. He goes to accept but she has already left.
James: I haven’t got a choice. I’ve been silent for so long. This is my chance to make a difference. I’m ready!








