Flower Maiden

Blodeuwedd ‘The Lady of the Flowers is a character that is hugely significant in the fourth branch of The Mabinogion
In creating Blodeuwedd, the Medieval author created a highly complex woman, initially weak-minded and lacking in personality, in meeting the character of Gronw a personality is forming. A rembelling against the stifling confines of a forced marriage, in short she starts to show a strong-willed nature.

The author presents a number of archetypal characters in writing the Mabinogion, Blodeuwedd is one of them. She is described in much the same way as her husband Lleu who was ‘the most handsome lad that anyone had ever seen’ Blodeuwedd ‘the most beautiful maiden that anyone had ever seen’. It is as if Blodeuwedd is the perfect match for Lleu, based purely on her looks. 

Viper in the Nest

 When Gronw comes onto the scene, there is a marked change in Blodeuwedd. From having no personality she suddenly develops a mind, with thoughts and feelings.  Also a treacherous, deceitful and manipulative side of her character comes into being.
Blodeuwedd shows herself to be domineering and controlling towards Gronw. Repeadedly stressing that Gronw ‘May not leave her’ on the first two evenings of his stay at the court. With the imminent return of Lleu she ‘allows’ Gronw to leave on the third night. This shows very different side to her character than her behaviour with her husband at the start of her marriage, where she was simply called ‘she’, a vacuous, empty-headed woman.
Blodeuwedd shows true cunning in her deceptive role of dutiful wife on Lleus return
Using her feminine wiles to  gain information from her husband on how he may be killed
Feigning ignorance at being born an adult
Showing psychopathic traits after Lleus death

A Creature of the Night

Gwydion, in turning Blodeuwedd into an owl made her into an outcast. One of the worst punishments to the Medieval mind.
The folklore of the owl to the Medieval Celtic world, regard owls as creatures of the night, associated with death, witchcraft, the underworld, magic, and ill-omens that could bring with it bad luck

Birds are hostile to owls
Blodeuwedd means ‘Owl’ in the language of today

The Intended audience

The Key question is how the text was to be delivered and received by the medieval people
Clearly a tale written to record a body of lore and deliver it to a literate scholarly audience must be different from a tale delivered orally for the entertainment of a mass audience
Perhaps the authors intention in creating the character of Blodeuwedd was to portray a sympathetic character to many women of this time. Women who were of the higher status in society, who were often forced into marriage, suffering much the same fate as Blodeuwedd.

“She wants to be flowers but you make her owls” 

Huw Halfbacon – The owl Service

Blodeuwedd in Play and song

Saunders Lewis wrote a play about Blodeuwedd called The Woman made of flowers, which was written in 1947

Blodeuwedds’ influence can still be felt today with Folk singer Sharron Kraus in a song about Blodeuwedd on her album about the Mabinogion which is called Friends and enemies, lovers and strangers
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