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The United Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child (UNCRC, 1989) states that every child has a ‘right to an education’ regardless of their background and where they live, yet there are still sixty-one million children not enrolled in education (UNESCO cited in dosomething.org, 2017). After nearly 30 years why is this the case? This assignment will be critically discussing the global perspectives on education and the barriers to educational engagement. With a focus on poverty and the issues that arise from this including child marriage and disability the writer will compare how these barriers affect the countries and what is done to attempt to overcome them. This assignment will focus on one of the lowest performing country in the developing world Niger, Africa (UNESCO, 2012) and comparing the findings to the situation in Wales, UK, this will include the role of governments and international organisations in attempting to overcome these. The assignment will also describe the importance of this topic and critically describe the need for a sustainable global education system.

Obama (No date cited in Eduzenith, 2018) said that education is crucial to getting a ‘good job’ and career but this is a very limiting view; to believe education is solely purposed to employability, in fact education is so much more than that. Education is about preparing for life, Rozza (Date unknown cited by Debate.org, 2018) states that 
‘education builds within us essential qualities that will allow us to become
 fulfilled adults who make a contribution to society. Resilience, tolerance, 
socialisation, independence, empathy, compassion, the ability to deal with 
struggle and to solve problems’.

This fantastic description shows that education covers so much more than just a career it describes how it can mould us into well balanced individuals, although without this a career would be unlikely. Therefore it is vital that all children can access a good quality education. Article 28 0f the UNCRC (1989) also states that ‘primary school should be free, secondary school should be available to all children …richer countries must help poorer countries to achieve this’ before looking into the current issues faced in global education, it is important to mention that while in an ideal world richer countries would have no issues within their education system therefore would be able to contribute to poorer countries. Last year the UK donated £13.3 billion to foreign aid and in the same year made cuts to its own education budget, while this may seem absurd with Brexit looming and the country is in such economic uncertainty some may argue that the money would be spent better in the UK (The Week, 2018). Yet with that said due to international aid 50 million more children are in education and that can only have a positive effect on global growth (Recom, 2013). 

What is a global education and what does it offer to students? According to Hicks (2010) global education ‘enables people to understand the links between their own lives and those of people throughout the world’, whilst ‘increasing the understanding of the economic, cultural, political and environmental influences which shape our lives’. By ‘developing the skills, attitudes and values which enable people to work together to bring about change and take control of their own lives’, a global education can help people to ‘works towards achieving a more just and sustainable world in which power and resources are more equitably shared’ by encouraging the next generation to be more aware of global issues and how others’ lives differ to their own, they can make more informed choices and understanding the affects this can have. The DCELLS (2008) have released documents advising school on the way to embed the global education into all forms of learning, encouraging all current pupils to have a global perspective on life. In comparision Niger became members of the Global Partnerships in Education in 2002 and set out a long term programme to reform their education system in attempts to better the chances for children there, currently they are still working hard to improve the attainment and enrolment figures within the country before they can focus on encouraging a global view on education (GPE, 2018). In 2015 the United Nations began the transforming our world agenda, this is described as ‘a plan of action for people, planet and prosperity’ its main aims are to end poverty, protact the planet from degradation, ‘ensure that all human beings can enjoy prosperous and fulfilling lives and that economic, social and technological progress occurs in harmony with nature’ and create peaceful, and inclusive societies. These points will be noted in the actions planned in Niger and also the UK. The Global perspectives are very closely linked to those of the UN sustainable futures agenda (2015)and this shows unity going forward.

For the next part of this assignment the focus will be on Africa’s own version of the UNCRC and compare it to the UNCRC. The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC) was created as the governments in Africa felt the UNCRC did not ‘adequately address African concerns’(Adu-Gyamfi and Keating, 2013 while it is similar to the UNCRC but there are a few obvious differences including the ACRWC states that harmful customs and traditions is prohibited, yet the UNCRC does not mention this (Adu-Gyamfi and Keating, 2013) in fact according to the Children’ and young people’s Commissioner for Scotland (2018) Article 17 states that children should be able to access information that help them to learn to respect their culture, these contradicting views lead us to question at what extent does culture and tradition become harmful. Additionally, the ACRWC states the responsibilities of the child which again goes unmentioned in the UNCRC and finally the UNCRC forbids corporal punishment of any kind while the ACRWC has a less clear view on this subject stating that ‘discipline is administered with humanity and in a manner consistent with the inherent dignity of the child.’ Suggesting that discipline in the form of corporal punishment is supported by the ACRWC which opposes the view on the UNCRC as they call for any form of corporal punishment to be unlawful (Adu-Gyamfi and Keating, 2013). 

[bookmark: _Hlk513733390]As previously mentioned in regard to education, Niger is one of the lowest performing countries, with citizens of Niger only expected to complete 5.4 years schooling in comparison to 16.3 years in the UK (United Nations Development Programme, 2012). There are many barriers to education faced by Niger the main being poverty. Niger has a population of 17 million people and with 63% living in poverty this makes it one of the poorest countries in the world because of this the country depends highly on financial assistance from foreign aid with up to half of the government’s budget being made up in this way, most of the countries economy is small scale farming and livestock (SOS Children’s villages UK, no date). This farming economy is often devasted by frequent droughts can leave millions of people starving. In fact 30% of the countries population in under nourished and over half of rural populations do not having access to water (SOS Children’s villages UK, no date). With this in mind it is not surprising that only 63% of children enrol in primary education (UNICEF, 2013) compared to the 99.66% in the UK (Nation Master, 2018). According to Maslow’s Hierarchy of Need humans are motivated by needs and the lower level must be fulfilled before the higher levels, food and water come as the first needs that must be satisfied first (Gwynne, 1999). This can be seen in Niger as many children do not attend school in order to work to increase the families income (Huyghe and Mebrahtu, 2012). This report describes a child aged 12 having to go to work to get food, he describes the job of painful, but he has to do his best or his pay get cut. He continues to say his boss makes it possible for him to have three meals a day (Huyghe and Mebrahtu, 2012). No child should have to do this but with no benefit system from the government (SCRIBD, 2018) and no other form of income the really is no other option. This is exactly what sustainable futures in trying to end, although many people live a life of farming and looking after the land, the fact they are left in poverty is what needs to be addressed (United Nations, 2015)

In comparison the UK has many options for people living in poverty including a benefit system and food or clothes banks which help people to fulfil their needs (Oxfam, 2018) in fact in this country many people abuse the benefits system claiming more than they are entitled to (Sack- Jones, 2014). When looking at the issues around the world this becomes very frustrating as again this money could be better spent elsewhere. 

[bookmark: _Hlk513734038][bookmark: _Hlk513734460]In 2012 Niger made some changes to their labour laws to attempt to reduce the amount of children subject to hard labour. According to United States Department of Labor’s Bureau of International Labor Affairs (2012) the Government of Niger set the working age to 14 with 14 to 18 year olds only legally allowed to work for four and a half hours a day, with 12 and 13 year olds allowed to do two hours of non-industrial domestic work which should be completed outside of school hours. While the Government education plan has seen an increase in attendance in schools and has impacted on the number of hours worked by children, there are still gaps in the laws and enforcement efforts are insufficient (United States Department of Labor’s Bureau of International Labor Affairs, 2012).
 
In direct comparison the UK law states that a child can work part time from 13 but cannot work full time until they reach school leaving age which is 18 (Government, no date) as seen there is not much difference in the laws but poverty rates are much lower in the UK (Oxfam, 2018) which would suggest that poverty could be the reason for child labour and therefore lower attendance in education, there is one main problem to attempting to correct this and that is the lack of money in the economy, education can help to eradicate poverty and if children were able to attend schools in Niger  it would be more likely that the cycle of living in poverty could be broken  (SOS Childrens villages UK, no date). Again the links to the Sustainable Futures document can be seen here and the efforts the governments are making particularly in Niger to reduce the amount of children in work from such as young age (United Nations, 2015).

Another barrier to education faced in Niger that stems from poverty is the common belief that women should stay at home, marry and have children (Northrop, date unknown cited by Borgen Project, 2016) Girls not brides (2018) state that the hope of economic prosperity is a factor in child marriage. This can be a huge barrier to education, although the legal age to marry is 15 is not uncommon to see girls as young as 12 being married, early marriage for families in Niger is a matter of family honour and many are planned before the child is even born (UNICEF, 2004) Niger is a world leader in early marriage and population growth rates (United Nation Development Programme, 2012) . With girls being removed from education in order to marry and have children it is not surprising that only 9% of women in Niger are literate in comparison the world average is 92% but it isn’t only women that are illiterate in the country as a whole only 15.5% are literate and that is the lowest in the world (The Borgen Project, 2016). The government in Niger supported by UNICEF are currently training animators to educate locals on the risks of child marriage and while they are aware that to eradicate child marriage completely will be a long process particularly with young girls under social pressures to get married as their friends may have done. Yet the government and UNICEF are committed and plan to embed the awareness into the local culture (Mebrahtu, 2012). To end people living in poverty is the main aim of the sustainable futures document which in turn will lead to more fulfilling enjoyable lives.
In the UK to marry the people involved must be 16 or over and between the age of 16 and 18 parental consent is required (HM Government, no date), the cultural norms in the UK are very different to those of Niger. Karim (2013) reported how The Tipping Point Project can help to challenge cultural and social norms can influence those views of a future generation and have reported success of this in Bangladesh, this may be the way forward in Niger.

[bookmark: _Hlk513747237]The final barrier to education this assignment will discuss is educating children with an additional need, in Wales the Government has committed itself to providing an inclusive education where all children have access to the same educational system regardless of any additional need (DCELLS, 2017). The Ministry of education in Niger with the help of UNICEF is working to improve the availability of education for children with additional needs and with children living in poverty being more at risk of becoming disabled through poor healthcare, malnutrition, lack of access to clean water and basic sanitation, dangerous living and working condition’ (UNICEF, 2013) the need for adequate provision is essential, but in Niger’s culture having a child with an additional need is often seen as ‘a punishment from god’ parents will even go to extremes of hiding a that child or even abandoning them, they certainly have no interest in enrolling them in schools (Bivigou, 2012). This along with the lack of teachers trained in helping children with additional needs leaves massive gaps in the inclusiveness of the education system in Niger, in the capital Niamey there are five special schools to work with the population of children with additional needs yet the teachers are not qualified (Barke, 2009 cited by IRIN, 2009) in these ‘integration classes’ children have three years additional help with their education being taught skills such as sign language and braille (special education division Ministry of Education, no date cited in IRIN, 2009) yet according to Mariam (no date cited in IRIN, 2009) most children with an additional learning need never make it to the classroom. To create inclusive societies in line with the Sustainable futures document (United Nations, 2015) is going to be a big job, bigger in some countries than others but everyone is entitled to be included in their community, so this is something that definitely needs working on.

While the writer does not agree with the cultural believes of those in Niger on disabilities and believes that the population has a very hard life, the thought of children with additional needs not attending school was very thought provoking. Currently in UK there are many children that the education system fails, with 81% of parents asked in a survey by Mencap (cited by Garner, 2014) not being confident in their children’s schooling is the best for them. In addition to this 64% of parents have reported that their children are removed from class or activities because of their disabilities (Garner, 2014) this is not the aim of an inclusive education. When considering the impact this would have on the child’s mental health and wellbeing it leads to question what is better for a child with a disability; no formal education at all or a failed one, this is something that will need more research. 

There are many international organisations working in-line with the Government in Niger to try and tackle the poverty and education crisis they are facing. SOS Children’s Village is one that this assignment will discuss. They began working in Niger in the 1980’s and have many programmes running from working with communities to help them with setting up businesses as means to an income and also doing workshops on health care and child protection. This will in turn improve poverty levels and caring for the sick. As well as setting up care homes for those who have been orphaned they are also supporting teenagers to provide them the skills to live independently and provide nurseries and primary schools in some of the town and provide educational support, food, shelter, and medical care (SOS Children’s Village, 2018). 

To conclude it is fair to say that Niger is a country in crisis (ACAPS, 2018) with many barriers to children accessing education from poverty, culture and additional needs but with the commitment from the United Nations Sustainable futures document and the continued support from foreign aid the interventions being conducting by international agencies and the work the government has committed too, there can only be improvement(GES, 2012). Investment into education and educating the population of Niger will improve the countries values and therefore increase the enrolment in schools. Nonetheless the financial limitations of the country will delay these improvements and the writer is left questioning how poverty will be eradicated without major financial investment in urban and rural areas to improve basic access to food, water and schools (Shaw, no date).
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