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Multilingualism, Multi Thinking.
a) Benefits
NALDIC (2011), cites Rampton (1990), defining bilingualism as the ability to speak in 2 languages and multilingualism is to be exposed to a number of languages and speaking confidently in the majority.
Baker and Wright (2021) suggests children that are Bilingual or Multilingual have a greater chance at becoming higher achievers.
 Smidt(2016), hints that taking on board varied language and cultures encouraged children to explore from a more flexible, critically thinking mindset. For example changing the role of how they use and interpret new language.
Doyle (2024), discusses how Montessori’s theory links to teaching children in a multilinguistic way, can reinforce the child’s culture and personality to give value to the way in which they see themselves. Doyle (2024) advises teaching children other languages by using the “ 3-Part Cards” strategy. This embeds the language further for full comprehension. Elements of this can be seen in my activity. I included cards with the corresponding pictures for each weather scenario as well as the written words. When spoken, I used both English and Welsh to show the same meaning but in alternate languages.
 Poulin Dubois (2011), suggests this gives children the ability to have a more in-depth knowledge of the “structure of language” benefitting their progress in education.
Rutgers et al (2024), agrees, presenting research confirming that children with English as an additional language (EAL) performed higher in their GCSE’s than those that have English as their first, and in some cases, their only language. Rutgers et al (2024) continues to show that inclusiveness of all languages spoken within the education setting, leads to a wider understanding of what is needed to support multilinguilism and bilingualism and a more holistic approach to learning is achieved.
Rubinyi (2007) contradicted the research on one parent one language and viewed it as restrictive. Rubinyi (2007) found it to be not only educational for the child to speak more than one language but allowed for a more mature, flexible mindset. This she furthers with regards to children with additional learning needs (ALN).
This in terms of young children with Additional Learning Needs (ALN), however, can be difficult to navigate. Kaori Ohashi et al. (2012) outline that a child on the autism spectrum may find it difficult if their dominant language differs to that of their parent. In some cases, this may cause the development and understanding of the child with ALN to deteriorate, resulting in poor cognitive development.
This demonstrated the promotion of language development as well as challenging their cognitive growth. Something that Valenci – McDermott (2008), as cited in Petersen, Marinova - Todd and Mirenda (2011) report testifies that there is no negatives for children with ASD when it comes to them learning new languages.
Education News (2022), concluded that one of the main benefits of encouraging children to become bilingual or multilingual allows for “greater academic success across the board.” Thus confirming overall higher cognitive benefits for children that are bilingual or multilingual. 
b) Welsh as Second Language
Welsh Government (2016) urges for the use of the welsh language to be a priority. Welsh Gov (2016) furthers this idea, suggesting that children developing their welsh language education and using it frequently as their chosen language may be identified as more desirable in future professional capacities. 
Cymraeg 2050 (2017), initiative lays down legislation for there to be 1 million welsh speakers by 2050. The Well – Being of Future Generations Act (2015) states that practitioners should provide opportunities for their learning to be conducted in Welsh should they request it. This supporting the children rights laid out in the United Nations Rights of the Child Act (1989) , which highlights children have the right to a good quality education that meets their individual needs, including using their native language. 
Welsh in Education Strategic Plan (2022-2032) notions that Welsh language should be promoted and incorporated into children’s every day learning. Moreover, it may be non-negotiable within education as there is need to show progression throughout the education system and is viewed equally as important as English as a first language. Rhys and Thomas (2012), imply this is needed to attain suitable levels of reading for children by the end of their schooling.
it will soon become compulsory for welsh to be implemented throughout all schools in Wales.
Current legislation replaces previous frameworks for learning, placing emphasis on respecting children chosen language, whether English or Welsh. The Welsh Commissioner supports the bilingual and multilingual approach - advocating that children should be provided with their interventions or any additional support to be conducted in their known language whilst given the opportunity to progress with the appropriate time and resources to move their learning forward.
Curriculum for Wales (2022), enforces the importance of Welsh language as Welsh is now included in the Language, Literacy and Communication Area of Learning as oppose to it historically being left as a separate area for development. An example of how this has been implemented would be through the Siarter Ieath programme. Currently facilitated throughout schools to show a positive view on Welsh as an additional language.


C)
BRAIN DEVELOPMENT
Children learn through experiences. This linked to language is apparent through children gaining a variety of languages through different situations. Vygotsky (1962), developed the theory of learning through interactions. This theory connects to bilingualism; emphasising that children use their dialect to form understanding of the world around them. According to Issa and Hatt (2013), should children present difficulty in language it may not be that of poor brain development but through misunderstanding, if the language spoken to them is not what they are using at home.
Brain plasticity thrives during the early years of children’s lives and diminishes as they grow. Siencyn (2019) hints towards this, suggesting brain plasticity continuing into later life suggesting that becoming bilingual does not only need to take place in childhood.
Through early years children explore through language and learn by mirroring what their older influencers do or say.  National Literacy Trust (2022) explain that families should be encouraged to keep their mother tongue alive to promote and celebrate their culture and who they are as individuals. 
Montessori advocated using the sandwich method when educating children. This is shown in my activity.  Channelling the importance of improving memory by reinforcing the language. Children need to repeat hear words and phrases…. Times for the understanding to be secure. I have used this in activity speaking welsh language, offering interpretation in English and then repeating in Welsh for full understanding.
B Squared (no date) assessed Curriculum for Wales (2022) noting that  progression steps are for meeting child where they are -implying that connections may not be made at a time where you would expect, concluding that care should be taken not to push the child as it may result in regression. 
Bick and Nelson (2016) suggest that negative experiences my lead to a lasting negative view as the brain forms critical assumptions in early childhood.
Critical stages within the early years of a child’s life show learning language and vocabulary by tuning into certain sounds can improves brain connections. Listening to music for example has a huge impact on brain development as outlined by Weiyi (2006). Including songs in my activity promoted this by using the weather song to place focus on the welsh language.

D)
DIVERGENT THINKING
Skinners theory of behavioural competencies can lend itself to divergent thinking. Zilio (2016), reports on children using the behavioural limitations to guide their learning in the environment they are in. children can be seen to explore their emotions and behaviours, forming ideas on what is right and wrong, based on the adult’s input.
If a child was to be assessed in their less dominant coherent language may lead to inaccurate results.  Giannikas (2021), suggests that assessment of children can be temperamental should the child not be familiar with the task at hand. For example, a child may have a weaker understanding of such vocabulary if it is presented in their less familiar dialect – should the child be given the appropriate opportunity to converse in their stronger language it may alter the findings.
In turn, their overall performance may not be recorded efficiently, Pena (2013) suggests.
Chapman De Sousa (2019) notes that providing children with resources, to support divergent thinking, can lead to children retaining more information. It can strengthen connections and triggers more activity in brain when they are engaged in creative methods of learning. I demonstrated this within my activity as I provided visual aids giving children meaning to the vocabulary I was using. For example, a picture of the sun to interpret the meaning of ‘heulog.’   
Divergent thinking in relation to bilingualism and multilingualism showcases all children’s ability to learn and communicate. Runco (2014), evaluates creativity, showing implications that though creative thinking and experiences, children may conduct interactions in a variety of ways that showcases who they are. 
 Booton (2021), explores many different possibilities leading to conflicting outcomes, based on the overall competence of the children. For example, non-verbal children observe, trial and conclude their ideas, communicating them through gestures, movement and noise. Equally, children that have the ability to use language to communicate this through questioning.
To conclude. To be multilingual or bilingual poses many benefits. It follows the new upcoming ‘Cymru Teulu’ initiative set out my Welsh Government to show children to be proud of who they are and where to go to gain the appropriate levels of support to enhance and further their linguistic skills. 
It creates healthy and happier mind to follow the holistic well being and development of all children something that Care Standards Act (200) propose all children and young people should have access to.
Providing children with an immersive environment may lead to a wide range of languages being incorporated into children’s language development, allowing for a more diverse culture within society. McLeod, Verdon and Theobald (2015) acknowledge children’s perspective on this matter, implying their involvement in making friendship connections differ depending on their “language competence.”

Thank you for listening.














References
Baker, C and Wright, W.E. 2021. Foundations of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism. 7th Edition. Bristol: Multilingual Matters.
Bick, J, and C,A, Nelson, 2016. Early Adverse Experiences and the Developing Brain. Available at: Early Adverse Experiences and the Developing Brain | Neuropsychopharmacology (nature.com). [Accessed: April 21st 2024].
Booton, S.A, et al. 2021. Thinking Skills and Creativity. Volume 41. Children’s Divergent Thinking and Bilingualism. Available at: Children's divergent thinking and bilingualism - ScienceDirect (uwtsd.ac.uk). [Accessed: 21st April 2024.
Brook Chapman De Sousa, E, 2019. Young Children. Volume 74. No 2. Five Tips for Engaging Multilingual Children in Conversation. Available at: Five Tips for Engaging Multilingual Children in Conversation | NAEYC. [Accessed: April 12th 2024].
BSquared, no date. Curriculum for Wales 2022. B Squared Assessment Overview. Available at: Curriculum for Wales Assessment Overview (bsquared.co.uk). [Accessed: April21st 2024].
Care Standards Act 2000.
Curriculum for Wales, 2022. Available at: Languages, Literacy and Communication: Designing your curriculum - Hwb (gov.wales). Accessed: April 18th 2024].
Doyle, E, 2024. 7 Tips on How to Encourage Multilingual Learning. Available at: 7 Tips on How to Encourage Multilingual Learning - Montessori Nature Printables. [Accessed: April 12th 2024]
Education News, 2022. Link Between Multilinguilism and Better GCSE Grades. Available at: Link between multilingualism and better GSCE grades (openaccessgovernment.org) Accessed: 14th April 2024].
Giannikas, C,N, 2021. Teaching Practices and Equitable Learning in Children’s Language Education. Available at : Teaching Practices and Equitable Learning in Children's Language Education | IGI Global (uwtsd.ac.uk) [Accessed: April 21st 2024].
Issa, T and Hatt, A, 2013. Language, Culture and Identity in the Early Years. London: Bloomsbury Academic.
Kaori Ohashi, J, et al. 2012. Research in Autism Spectrum Disorders. Volume 6. Issue 2. Comparing Early Language Development in Monolingual – and Bilingual – Exposed Young Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders. Available at: Comparing early language development in monolingual- and bilingual- exposed young children with autism spectrum disorders - ScienceDirect (uwtsd.ac.uk). [Accessed: April 21st 2024].
McLeod,S, Verdon,S and Theobald,M, 2015. Becoming Bilingual: Children’s Insights About Making Friends in Bilingual Settings.  Available at: Course: Amlieithrwydd, Aml-feddwl/Multilingualism, Multi-thinking (ECEY4004/C), Tile: Students Based in Wales (uwtsd.ac.uk). [Accessed: 21st April 2024].
NALDIC, 2011. What is Bilingualism? Available at: www.naldic.org.uk/ITTSEAL2/teaching/B1.cfm. [Accessed: April 20th 2024].
National Literacy Trust, 2022. Understanding Multilingualism in the Early Years. Available at: Understanding multilingualism in the early years | National Literacy Trust. [Accessed: April 12th 2024].
Pena, E,D. et al. 2013. Development of a Bilingual Test for Spanish – English Children: A long and Winding Road. Available at: Challenges in Assessing Bilingual Populations - ASHA Journals Academy. [Accessed: April 21st 2024].
Petersen, J.M, Marinova – Todd, S.H, Mirenda, P, 2011. Brief Report: An Exploratory Study of Lexical Skills in Bilingual Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder. Available at: Brief Report: An Exploratory Study of Lexical Skills in Bilingual Children ...: EBSCOhost (uwtsd.ac.uk). [Accessed: April 21st 2024].
Poulin Dubois, D, et al, 2011.  Journal of Experimental Child Psychology. Volume 108. Issue 3. Pages 567-579.  The Effects of Bilingualism in Toddlers’ Executive Functioning. Available at: The effects of bilingualism on toddlers’ executive functioning - ScienceDirect. Accessed: 12th April 2024.
Rhys, M and Thomas,  E.M. 2012. International Journal of Bilungual Education and Bilingulism. Bilingual Wlesh – English children’s Acquisition of Vocabulary and Reading: Implications for Bilingual Education. Available at: Full article: Bilingual Welsh–English children's acquisition of vocabulary and reading: implications for bilingual education (uwtsd.ac.uk). Accessed: April 21st 2024].
Rubinyi, S, 2007. Natural Genius: The Gifts of Asperger’s Syndrome. London: Jessica Kingsley Publishers.
Runco, M.A. 2014. Creativity: Theories and Themes: Research, Development and Practice. Second Edition. London: Elsevier.
Rutgers, D, et al. 2024. Journal of Language, Identity & Education. Volume 23. Issue 2. Multilinguilism, Multilingual Identity and Academic Attainment: Evidence from Secondary Schools in England. Pages201-227. Available at: Full article: Multilingualism, Multilingual Identity and Academic Attainment: Evidence from Secondary Schools in England (tandfonline.com) [Accessed:14th April 2024].
Siencyn, S.W. 2019. Early Years Provision for Young Children in Wales: History, Challenges and the Welsh Language. Available at: ECEY4004 Amlieithrwydd, aml-feddwl / Multilingualism, multi-thinking (exlibrisgroup.com). [Accessed: April 21st 2024].
Smidt, S, 2016. Multilingualism in the Early Years: Extending the Limits of our World. Oxon: Routledge.
The Well – Being of Future Generations Act, 2015. A Guide for Young People. Available at: 160401-wfg-accessible-guide-for-young-people-en.pdf (futuregenerations.wales) [Accessed 16th April 2024].
The Welsh Commissioner, 2023. The Welsh Language in the Additional Learning Needs System. Available at: The-Welsh-Language-and-the-Additional-Learning-Needs-System.pdf (childcomwales.org.uk). [Accessed: April 20th 2024].
Weiyi, M, et al. 2006. Quarterly Journal of Experimental Psychology. Child Word Learning in Song and Speech.  Available at: Child word learning in song and speech - Weiyi Ma, Lisa Bowers, Douglas Behrend, Elizabeth Hellmuth Margulis, William Forde Thompson, 2024 (uwtsd.ac.uk). [Accessed: April 21st 2024].
Welsh Government, 2016. Language Work and Bilingual Services. Report of the Working Group on the Welsh Language and Local Government. Available at: Microsoft Word - Report - English.docx (gov.wales) [Accessed: 16th April 2024].
Welsh Government, 2017. Cymraeg 2050. A million Welsh Speakers. Available at: Cymraeg 2050: A million Welsh speakers (gov.wales). [Accessed: April 21st 2024].
Welsh in Education Strategic Plan 2022-2032.
Zilio, D, 2016. Review of General Psychology. On the Autonomy of Psychology from Neuroscience: A Case Study of Skinner’s Radical Behaviourism and Behaviour Analysis. Available at: On the Autonomy of Psychology from Neuroscience: A Case Study of Skinner's Radical Behaviorism and Behavior Analysis - Diego Zilio, 2016 (uwtsd.ac.uk). [Accessed: April 20th 2024].
[bookmark: _GoBack]


