Teachers notes for a reading skills lesson
Text used is an extract from “Beyond simple nostalgia; we can learn a great deal from our lo-tech, offline past. [Published by D.C. Williams on 07.06.2016 on LinkedIn]

(1) READING & LISTENING for GIST
Tell students you are going to read out the 1st paragraph of the text and get them to choose the best summary from the choices below:- 
(A) A low-tech childhood	(B) A healthy childhood		(C) Both (A) and (B)
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Now read out the first paragraph of the LinkedIn text. As students listen get them to choose the best summary from the above (correct answer is C)
Para 1 - Born at the tail end of the 1950's, I was blessed with having a childhood free from the clutter of intrusive technology when we did not wander the school yard checking our twitter accounts and bumping into other children doing the exact same thing. We played innocent games and chanted the latest Beatles songs in the playground. Later in the afternoon, on returning home for some edible sustenance, my brother and I would not remain glued to our mini-I pads, but (after a hearty meal) would join the rest of the boys from the local neighbourhood in a massive football match.

Now show them the paragraph so they can check their answers and feedback
(2) LISTENING & READING for specific information (PART 1)
Read out the 2nd paragraph of the text. As the students listen get them to tick the words that they do NOT hear (answer are highlighted):-
1 Top of the Pops			5 Man Alive			9 World in Action
2 The Old Grey Whistle Test		6 The World about us		10 Wogan
3 Vanorama				7 Horizon			11 Tomorrow’s World
4 Panorama				8 Blue Peter			12 Parkinson

Para 2 - Back then, there were only a few TV Channels. Although quantity was low, quality was extremely high (especially in comparison to the current decade). In the 1970's, there used to be an excellent chat show called Parkinson where luminaries such as Peter Ustinov, Dr. Jonathan Miller and the late great Peter Sellers could be observed up close and listened to with awe. Moreover, with writers such as Harold Pinter, Jim Rosenthal, and Tom Stoppard, there was always a good quality (non-formulaic) play to watch, as you progressed through your teens. Furthermore, once a week, you could see The Old Grey Whistle test (for serious music fans) and on Friday nights there was usually a good Hammer horror movie or even better, a French or Italian art-house film. For the latest scientific advances you could always rely on programmes such as Tomorrows World, or Horizon. In addition, for discovering about national and international issues outside the confines of your cosy suburban home there was The World about us, Panorama, or World in Action. 

Now show them the paragraph so they can check their answers and feedback



(3) READING & LISTENING for GIST (PART 2)
Tell students you are going to read out a paragraph and get them to look at the 3 possible summaries below:- 
(A) The art of conversation is dying	(B) Linear thinking	(C) Lateral thinking

Now read out the 3rd paragraph of the LinkedIn text. As students listen get them to choose the best summary from the above (correct answer is A)
Para 3 - While many people over the age of 50 could probably benefit from improving their online skills I think many younger citizens could think about improving their offline skills such as the ability to express themselves in a conversation rather than simply regurgitating fact after fact. Indeed, you only have to watch Sky Sports for about 20 minutes to learn how the imparting of sports information has become increasingly quantitative. The ability to express ourselves qualitatively, and rhetorically, has been reduced to sound bites and numerical orgies. Considering the astronomical amount of online information that people have access to in the 21st century, via internet-ready devices, then perhaps it is not too bold a statement to suggest that society is generating too many linear thinkers these days and not enough lateral thinkers?!

Next show them the paragraph and they can check their answers
Feedback

(4) LISTENING & READING for specific information (PART 2)
Read out the 2nd paragraph of the text again. As the students listen get them to tick the words that they do NOT hear (answer are highlighted):-
1 Online skills				5 sound bites
2 Offline skills				6 sound bar
3 Increasingly quantitative		7 internet-ready devices
4 Increasingly quantitative		8 internet surfing

Next show them the paragraph so they can check their answers and feedback

(5) Teaching inference 
5.1 What is inference? (Guessing meaning from context)
Explain the term using the information on the student notes document
5.2 First exercise (nonsense word plovium) 

- Starting with the example of plovium (a nonsense word that is a synonym for cup), demonstrate how inference works by showing students how they can gradually identify the true meaning of this word by looking at more information. 
- Begin with the first 3 sentences and elicit possible meanings of the nonsense word as it is used in this restaurant context - Possible student responses – cigarette, lipstick, glass, cup, mirror.
- The 4th sentence can narrow the choice of word to glass, cup, or mirror.
- The 5th and final sentence reveals that plovium actually means cup.

5.3 Second exercise (based on 3 paragraphs from the LinkedIn reading text)  
 - 5 lexical items are highlighted in the text (sustenance, luminaries, regurgitating, lateral thinking, and plethora).
- Go through the first example with students and focus on the comments in the RHS margin
- Now get the students to guessing the meaning of the remaining 4 lexical items
- Feedback

Born at the tail end of the 1950's, I was blessed with having a childhood free from the clutter of intrusive technology when we did not wander the school yard checking our twitter accounts and bumping into other children doing the exact same thing. We played innocent games and chanted the latest Beatles songs in the playground. Later in the afternoon, on returning home for some edible sustenance, my brother and I would not remain glued to our mini-I pads, but (after a hearty meal) would join the rest of the boys from the local neighbourhood in a massive football match.	Comment by David Charles Williams (International Centre): INFERENCE – What does sustenance mean?
FACT – It is a noun (because the suffix is –ance)
FACT – edible means “possible to eat” . Some wild mushroons are safe to eat. They are edible (adjective)

Back then, there were only a few TV Channels. Although quantity was low, quality was extremely high (especially in comparison to the current decade). In the 1970's, there used to be an excellent chat show called Parkinson where luminaries such as Peter Ustinov, Dr. Jonathan Miller and the late great Peter Sellers could be observed up close and listened to with awe. Moreover, with writers such as Harold Pinter, Jim Rosenthal, and Tom Stoppard, there was always a good quality (non-formulaic) play to watch, as you progressed through your teens. Furthermore, once a week, you could see The Old Grey Whistle test (for serious music fans) and on Friday nights there was usually a good Hammer horror movie or even better, a French or Italian art-house film. For the latest scientific advances you could always rely on programmes such as Tomorrows World, or Horizon. In addition, for discovering about national and international issues outside the confines of your cosy suburban home there was The World about us, Panorama, or World in Action. 	Comment by David Charles Williams (International Centre): INFERENCE – guess the meaning of luminaries
While many people over the age of 50 could probably benefit from improving their online skills I think many younger citizens could think about improving their offline skills such as the ability to express themselves in a conversation rather than simply regurgitating fact after fact. Indeed, you only have to watch Sky Sports for about 20 minutes to learn how the imparting of sports information has become increasingly quantitative. The ability to express ourselves qualitatively, and rhetorically, has been reduced to sound bites and numerical orgies. Considering the astronomical amount of online information that people have access to in the 21st century, via internet-ready devices, then perhaps it is not too bold a statement to suggest that society is generating too many linear thinkers these days and not enough lateral thinkers?!	Comment by David Charles Williams (International Centre): INFERENCE – guess the meaning of regurgitating	Comment by David Charles Williams (International Centre): INFERENCE – what is a lateral thinker?



