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Aim & Objective

Research how many hearing - impaired children/ 
young people across Wales attend mainstream 
education

• To research the number of children who are 
hearing impaired in each county across Wales.

• To research the type of support which is being 
provided within the different counties in Wales.



What is Hearing Impairment?

Hearing impairment is when an individual's hearing is not effective. Hearing loss can influence the individual's ability 
to hear conversations, making it harder to concentrate (National Health Service, 2018).

Hearing loss can occur at any stage of an individual's life. For example, hereditary, or age related (World Health 
Organisation, 2021).

Individuals depend on other means of communication. Individuals who are hearing impaired 
communicate, visually, auditory, or use tactile methods (National Deaf Center on Postsecondary Outcomes, 2019)

Visual communications can be classed as lip reading, American Sign Language (ASL), or British Sign language 
(BSL) (National Deaf Center on Postsecondary Outcomes,2019).

Communicating auditory, means the individual uses a hearing aid or cochlear implant. This means sound is transferred 
to their ear, enhancing the ability to hear sounds (National Deaf Center on Postsecondary Outcomes,2019).



How are Hearing Impaired Children/ Young People supported within 
mainstream education?

There are several ways hearing-impaired children can be supported, such as :-

• Statement of Educational Needs

• Learning Support Assistant

• Teacher of the Deaf

• Equipment



Reason Why ?

The purpose of this research is to establish if hearing impaired 
children/young people receive the appropriate support within 
mainstream education across Wales.

Being hearing impaired within mainstream education has many 
potential communication barriers that require addressing by 
relevant bodies, I.e., Specialist Teacher of the Deaf. These bodies 
give their recommendations to the local authority on how to 
enhance the pupils support and environment. Appropriate 
support is when a Teacher of the Deaf liaises with other members 
of staff to ensure that the child receives specific support to enable 
them to access the curriculum without barriers .

From a personal perspective, I have experienced communication 
barriers with mainstream education. My teacher of the deaf at the 
time, ensured that all staff members were aware of potential 
barriers, but also how the surrounding environment plays a crucial 
role.



Reason Why ?

Since starting University, my level of support has changed, including how lessons are 
delivered. I am allocated a Notetaker who supports me in some lectures. These notes 
provide me with a better understanding of what was discussed within lectures.

As a result of the pandemic, my first year of University was online. This formed many 
communication barriers for me. One of these being, lectures were carried out via teams 
which meant I couldn’t lip read, plus understand what was being said by peers. This resulted 
in, me relying heavily on my notetaker and the ability to review recorded lectures. This year, I 
am challenged even more, as some of my lectures are not being recorded and my note taker 
only attends my online lessons. This is a communication barrier in which I can overcome. 
However, for children/young people within mainstream education barriers like these may 
arise on a day-to-day basis which will result in disruptive learning.

Being hearing impaired myself and having gone through mainstream education, receiving the 
appropriate support. I want to find out if the same level of support is applied across 
Wales. For example, if they have access to a teacher of the deaf, speech language 
therapy, or a designated LSA.



How many Hearing-Impaired Children in 
Wales?

2018
The number of hearing-impaired children / young people was reported 
as 2,625 (The Consortium of Research into Deaf Education, 2018)

2019
It was reported 2,486 were hearing impaired within Wales (The 
Consortium of Research into Deaf Education, 2019)

2020
It was reported 1,384 were hearing impaired (The Consortium of 
Research into Deaf Education, 2020) The figures were impacted as no 
monitoring was carried out during the early stages of the pandemic



StatsWales (2018, 2019, 2021) was a reliable informant when obtaining information on 
the number of hearing-impaired children/young people in each county within Wales.

In 2018/19, the figures show that 3,085 children/ young people were hearing impaired.

Graph Obtained from StatsWales (2018)

Number of Hearing Impaired Children/ young people in each area within wales in 2018



In 2019/20, StatsWales (2019) recorded, 2,910 children / young people who were hearing impaired within 
Wales

Graph obtained From StatsWales (2019)

Number of Hearing Impaired Children/ young people in each area within wales in 2019



StatsWales (2021) shows that in 2020/21, 2,650 children/ young people are hearing impaired

Graph obtained from 
StatsWales (2021)

Number of Hearing Impaired Children/ young people in each area within wales in 2020



What is a Teacher of the Deaf ?

According to the National Deaf Children Society (2021) Teachers of the 
Deaf are qualified teachers who have 
taken additional training to support individuals with a hearing loss.

They arrange support that is tailored for the hearing-
impaired individual and their family, but also give guidance 
to professionals who may be included within the individual's education. 
A Teacher of the Deaf is the main individual responsible for the 
support of the child/young person throughout their 
education (National Deaf Children Society, 2021).



How many Teacher of the Deaf were 
supporting Hearing Impaired Children/ Young 
People in 2018, 2019 and 2020 ?



Table obtained from (The Consortium of Research into Deaf Education, 2018)

During 2017/18, the figures show that 
each local authority has a designated 
Teacher of the Deaf. Looking at the 
table, it shows there were 33 Teachers 
of the Deaf providing support in Wales 
to hearing impaired children. (The 
Consortium of Research into Deaf 
Education, 2018)



In 2019/20, 
compared with 2017/18, the 
statistics show that there was an 
increase in support for hearing 
impaired children. 

The table shows 36 teachers of 
the deaf were supporting 
children and young people (The 
Consortium of Research into Deaf 
Education, 2019). This shows that 
3 more individuals were being 
supported.

Table obtained from (The Consortium of Research into Deaf Education, 2019)



Table obtained from (The Consortium of Research into Deaf Education, 2020)

In 2020/21, the statistics show that 17 Teachers of the deaf 
supported hearing-impaired children/ young people (The Consortium of 
Research into Deaf Education, 2020). In comparison to 2017 and 2019, this is 
a significant decrease.



Statement of Educational Needs

Hearing Impaired Children / Young people are entitled to a statement 
of educational needs, a legal document which binds the local authority 
to the provision and delivery of support (Special Educational Needs 
Advice Centre, 2021).

A Statement of educational needs details the level of support the 
child/young person requires during their education. For example, 
Teacher of the Deaf, Learning Support Assistant (LSA) and other specific 
support they may need access to (Special Educational Needs Advice 
Centre, 2021).



Looking at the table, it shows that the total 
figure of hearing-
impaired children/young people within
Wales in 2018. The figure was 3,085.

It clearly shows that:-

• 613 hearing impaired children have a 
statement of educational needs

• 830 children / young people who have 
an action plan but do not receive 
support.

• 2,472 hearing impaired children who do 
not receive any type of support.

(StatsWales,2018)

How many Hearing-Impaired Children are supported in mainstream 
education within Wales in 2018 ?



It shows that the total figure of hearing-
impaired children within Wales in 2019 was 
2,926.

It clearly shows that: -

• 587 hearing impaired children have a 
statement of educational needs

• 798 children / young people who have an 
action plan but do not receive support.

• 2,329 hearing impaired children who do not 
receive any type of support.

(StatsWales,2019)

How many Hearing-Impaired Children are supported in mainstream 
education within Wales in 2019 ?



Looking at the table, it shows that the 
total figure for 2020 was 2,652.

It clearly shows that: -

• 559 hearing impaired children have a 
statement of educational needs

• 709 children / young people who have 
an action plan but do not receive 
support.

• 1,384 hearing impaired children who 
do not receive any type of support.

(StatsWales,2020)

How many Hearing-Impaired Children are supported in mainstream 
education within Wales in 2020 ?



Research Methodology

My key aim is to research if hearing impaired children are receiving 
support within mainstream education within Wales.

I plan to look at figures from 2017 to present day, which will provide an 
insight on various forms of support allocated.

The focus will be on the whole of Wales, highlighting the number of 
children and young people within each county that require support.

I will source my key findings to obtain the relevant information from 
the National Deaf Children Society (NDCS) and the Consortium 
of Research into Deaf Education (CRIDE).



Inclusion Criteria
• An interview with a current teacher of the deaf will allow me to 

obtain information on how realistically the current system functions.

• Report statistical data from 2017 to present day, will provide 
an insight on various forms of support allocated.

•No insight from parents/ guardians of children and young people.
•Information only obtained from specific sources.

Exclusion Criteria



How does it impact ?
There are many potential factors which may impact Hearing impaired children if they are not 

supported appropriately within mainstream education. For Example :-

• They are unable to gain full access to the curriculum

• They lose interest in schooling

• They feel worthless

• Parents not receiving feedback from school, teachers

Is there Support?
There are many support groups and charities which provide help and support for hearing impaired 

children and their families. According to Hearing Link (2021) there are several charities 
which provide help, such as

• UK Council on Deafness – Voluntary organisation which work with hearing impaired children within the 
UK.

• Royal National Institute for Deaf People – Charity which help deaf individuals with their day-to-day life.

• Ability Net – Provide help and assistance for disabled individuals by ensuring they have access 
to technology for education, work or at home.



Evidence

This is where I will conclude my findings, showing the 
potential impact children / young people may have 
within mainstream education. I will also outline how and 
where my secondary research was obtained
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