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Discuss what makes civilisation 
‘Use Childe’s characteristics of complex societies, discuss at least one of them by giving examples from your chosen culture’. 

Childe set out ten characteristics defining complex societies. For the purpose of this paper I have chosen the following three characteristics: ‘a ruling class exempt from manual labour’, ‘systems of recording information’ and ‘the development of exact practical sciences’ (Trigger, 2003, p. 43).  These characteristics have been chosen as they are clearly represented within Ancient Egyptian society. 

Kingship as a phenomenon in Egypt appears around 3150 BC with the development of the First Dynasty. King Menes (now believed to be Narmer) unified Upper and Lower Egypt (Mark, 2009). The king, later known as the Pharaoh, was seen to be a god on earth, specifically Horus. Horus being the son of Osiris who was the first king of Egypt in Egyptian mythology (Troy, 1986). 

The king was exempt form manual labour, allocating his vizier to choose the people who would be best for jobs such as architects and artists to carry out his monumental structures (Mark, 2017). This allowed to the king to concentrate on his duties given to him such as maintaining the social and cosmic order of the world and to ensure that Ma’at was maintained (Trigger, 2003, p. 72).

By the Late Predynastic and Early Dynastic Period, hieroglyphs and hieratic were developed (Van De Mieroop, 2011, p. 43). The script was divided into three main types: logograms, phonograms and determinatives (Scoville, 2015). The logograms were signs which indicated a word through meaning whilst phonograms concentrated on the sounding of the saying or word (Van De Mieroop, 2001, p. 43-44). The determinatives are located at the end of the word to clarify its meaning (Scoville, 2015). Hieroglyphs was a complex script due to these attributes. The meaning of this script was only understood by the end of the eighteenth century when, Jean-Francois Champollion used the Rosetta stone to deceiver the code of the hieroglyphs (Neiman, 2017).  

Hieroglyphs evolved through time and alongside traditional hieroglyphs there were hieratic and demotic scripts (Scoville, 2015).  It is believed that the hieratic script was developed alongside the hieroglyph script, but the former was encouraged by priests and temple scribes as it was a more simplified writing process (Scoville, 2015). The development of hieratic allowed hieroglyphs to be used in everyday life. The lesser complicated script simplified the writing process which was used in the medical profession, letters and regulating surplus supplies and loans. 
  
Hieroglyphs were most commonly inscribed on monumental stone. They can also be found on papyrus and/or on the surface of ceramic containers (Wengrow, 2010, p. 25). Other surfaces which were used to write on include wooden boards, which were generally used by priests as well as bone, leather, metal and stone (Scoville, 2015).  The wooden boards were covered in white plaster which could be washed and resurfaced creating a reusable clean surface, which was very convenient for teaching (Scoville, 2015). 

In relation to the practical sciences, Murry (1977, p. 187) claimed that the Egyptians ‘excelled’ in mathematics and medicine.
Evidence suggests that prehistoric Egyptians had a vast knowledge in advanced engineering.  
This is shown by the water channels which were dug to control the Nile water supply. 
The structure of Egyptian society was built around the cannels changing the course of the Nile. The structural change had begun as early as the rule of the first king, Menes undertook the gigantic task of changing the Niles flow in order to build the city Memphis where the river once ran (Murry, 1977, p.188).  The reasoning behind the construction of channels was the knowledge that if the river was to flood dramatically, it would have the power to wash away villages, yet, if it carried too little, famine would occur (Murry, 1977, p. 188). 

Regarding the scientific concept of medicine, Egyptians had the understanding that disease could with treated by drugs, recognised the healing potential in massage and aromas as well as the importance of cleanliness when treating patients (Mark, 2017). Doctors in Ancient Egypt could be male and female and were to bath regularly and had their own specialism (Mark, 2017).  Medical knowledge was available universally as evidence of medical remedies written on papyrus have been found in many household (Shaw, 2000, p. 166). 

The process which they followed to diagnose and treat patients included the name, the description of the symptoms, diagnosis and prognosis, the prescription and the incantation/spell (Szpakowska, 2009 p. 171).
Surgery was common and generally successful the instrument used are often seen today (Mark, 2017). 

Embalmment would have provided embalmers with a large amount of knowledge about the internal organs. Murry (1977) also suggests the possibility of embalmers having learnt to distinguish the effects of certain disease but, as no observations were written down, it is impossible to know whether that was really the case (Murry, 1977, p. 192). Embalmers were seen to be a sacred profession, and which meant that the knowledge they acquired could not be shared to the outside population creating an obstacle to medical progression. 
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