ECEY5011 — Safequarding: Practice, legislation and the Multidisciplinary team

Group Discussion

Aimee Robinson (2314197) Social Worker Janna Bint-E Saif (2129742) Designated
 Elizabeth Llewellyn-Jones
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Startfirstlloanna Bint-E Saif (2129742) Designated safeguarding lead, Amie Handley Police

(2310796), Elizabeth Llewellyn-Jones, Independent Domestic Violence Support Worker

Yes | can confirm that.

Hello, my name is Janna, and | serve as the Designated Safeguarding Lead at Tommy's school. The
Children Act (2004) specifies the critical responsibilities of the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL),
which are crucial for safeguarding children within educational environments. Section 175 of The
Education Act (2002) mandates that all educational settings have a duty to ensure the safety and






avoiding interaction and making excuses when asked to come and speak at the school.

When Tommy's younger sister Lily was spotted with Sophie, she was sobbing and didn't look like a
typical six-month-old infant.

The factors | have mentioned are signs of neglect, as defined by the NSPCC. in 2021, under Section
11 of the Children Act (2004) and Section 175 of the Education Act (2002). Neglect involves a
consistent failure to meet a child's basic needs, such as sufficient food, clothing, hygiene, supervision,
or shelter, which is likely to seriously impair the child's health or development.

| believe from what | observed Tommy falls under neglect, and he is a child who is in need. Children
considered to be in need Under section 17 of the Children Act (1989), if they are unlikely to achieve or
maintain a satisfactory level of health or development without the provision of services. Under section
47 of the Children Act of (1989), If you suspect a child may be in need, at risk of harm, or suffering
harm, you should immediately report this to the local authority's children's social care service.
Therefore, to ensure Tommy and his family's safety and well-being, | made the decision to contact
social worker Amie Robinson and report Tommy's case. Amie, could you confirm?



Hello, my name is Amie Handley; | am a police officer on this case.

According to HM Government (2023) the police force have a duty to carry out section 11
obligations and we are one of the three statutory safeguarding partners The Police and
Crime Commissioner (PCC) is required under section 1(8)(h) of the Police Reform and
Social Responsibility Act (2011) to hold the Chief Constable accountable for carrying out his
or her responsibilities under sections 10 and 11 of the Children Act (2004) regarding the
protection of children. A phone call from a social worker, known as Aime Robinson, on the
morning of 3" June 2024 at 10am requested support for entry to a home with a suspected

neglect and make pertinent inquiries and conduct a comprehensive investigation. Child
neglect may not always be recognised as such by the victim or witness reporting it.
According to HM Gov (2023), as stated in Section 46 of the Children Act (1989), the police
(including British Transport Police), should use their statutory child protection powers to act
immediately to secure the safety of the child when there is a risk to the child's life or a
likelihood of serious immediate harm, whether from inside or outside the home. According to
NSPCC, (2015) case studies show that to react to child safety concerns promptly and
comprehensively, law enforcement must collaborate closely with other agencies. The effects
of abuse and neglect on children must be understood by us, the police, as must the warning



indicators of abuse. As a force, we must also consider the impact that criminal activity on
family members has on children.

In addition to rescuing children from imminent danger, police have a crucial role in sharing
intelligence and information in relation to child protection. There is a record of previous ‘call
outs’ regarding ‘disturbance’ at this address. The incident was recorded as domestic
violence and the father was detained and charged with battery of his wife, known as Sophie.
No physical harm was inflicted on the children. As the children were not in imminent danger,
they remained at the home with their Sophie.

I shall now read the notes/ formal report as recorded in my notebook on 3 June at 10am. |
arrived at the house, to be met by the social worker, and could hear screaming and crying
from inside. | knocked on the door, and informed the occupants of our presence, but there
was no response. With persistent knocking and calling, a gentleman opened the front door.
He appeared heavily intoxicated and was verbally aggressive. He refused us entry to the
house and back up was called. On arrival of back up, we gained entry by force. The back up
team applied negotiating measures with the male adult, known as Mike, whilst myself, Aimee
Robinson the social worker and Officer James, conducted a thorough investigation of the
home. According to the College of Policing (2022), establishing as much detail as possible
can help officers and police officials conduct a comprehensive investigation into an
allegation of child neglect. During the search | noted a strong smell of tobacco or a class B
drug. As there was an implication of illegal activity, the police can interact with children
according to the NSPCC (2015). The adult female, known as Sophie, was covered in
bruises, with a cut lip. The children were found unharmed, but in an obvious state of fear and
anxiety. The baby, known as Lily, was crying in her cot. Tommy, the three-year-old child,
was hiding under his bed and appeared scared and fearful. According to the NSPCC
(2015), we, the police should ensure the welfare, safety, and well-being of children under the
age of eighteen is taken into consideration. We should consider the effects that criminal
activity has on children when we interact with families. When we are responding to an event,
we should routinely inquire about the safety and welfare of any relevant minors.

During the house visit we considered the guidance provided by Citizens Advice (2021) that is
if there are grounds to suspect that a child is being harmed or is about to suffer serious
injury, the police have the authority to place the child under police protection for a maximum
of 72 hours. We agreed that the children would be placed in police protection. To place a
child under police protection, the police can do so without a court order. According to the
Care Act (2014), a child is subject to safeguarding obligations if they require care and
support (regardless of whether the local authority provides it); are experiencing or at risk of
abuse or neglect; or are unable to protect themselves due to their care and support needs.
Where a police officer has reasonable cause to believe that a child would otherwise be likely
to suffer significant harm, under section 46 of the Children’s Act 1989 (UK Government,



resides will normally be communicated to the parents, although occasionally, when there is a
significant risk, this information may not be provided. Aimee, do you confirm this? NesHlcan
EORfifmA Mike, the aggressive male adult was taken into custody that day and will be doubt
with by another police officer back at the police station. Sophie, the mother, will
subsequently receive support by a domestic violence support worker. | will now pass you
back over to Aimee Robinson for further information into this case.




Yes, | confirm

Yes, | confirm







Amie Handley (2310796) Reflection

| have been a practitioner for over seven years; therefore, | am aware of current
safeguarding procedures from participating in annual training. | gained an understanding of
good practice on how to safeguard pupils within my setting by reporting concerns to the
Senior Leadership Team straight away and attending daily briefings, in the morning and a
debrief in the afternoon. Verbal feedback during meetings ensures that all staff are aware of
any concerns or issues raised. | also document any concerns on CPOMS, an electronic
database for educational establishments, and is endorsed by the Local Education Authority.
According to CPOMS (n.d.) the data educators ascertain regarding a child can be safely
recorded in one location using CPOMS, and it can be uploaded quickly, simply, and most
importantly, staff members from all areas upload and access information onto the system,
enabling Senior Leaders to take the necessary follow-up measures.

In addition to personal practice, information and theory provided through this module, has
expanded my understanding of different roles of professionals regarding safeguarding. This
role play experience has taught me how important it is to report and document correctly so
all recorded information in reports is correct and in detail, as this will be passed on to multi
agencies associated with the case to ensure that the child receives the right support and
help, which will protect him from harm.

Having read widely on the topic, | have learned that difficulties can arise when sharing
information, in particular response time, which makes the process of reporting longer than
necessary, and therefore less effective according to the Department for Education (2023).
Information-sharing procedures are not always consistent. This delay is typical of unclear
processes within agencies. Legislation requires multi agencies to work in partnership and
communicate, by following protocol and guidance procedures to get the relevant support in
place.

Going forward, as a practitioner, | need to keep up to date with professional learning
opportunities provided by my setting, follow the policies correctly and keep using CPOMS to
build a better understanding of what the child is going through and discuss better ways of
sharing information with multi agencies so a referral can take place effectively.



m
N
)
o
@
—
=)
-
=
o
<
7
[
o)
S
@
7]
g
N
w
o
o}
\'
©
>
N
Py}
@
=
@
o
=,
o
=1

[
Q
>
>
QD
w
=
iy
—~
N
=
N
(o]
\l
~
N
—"
Py
D
=
@D
(@]
=
o
5



learned about key legislation including The Children Act 1989, The Education Act 2002, Working
Together to Safeguard Children, and Keeping Children Safe in Education, among others. | have also
acquired knowledge on how to recognize, respond to, and report concerns, as well as how to assist a
child in need. Furthermore, | understand the importance of multi-agency collaboration in protecting
and promoting the welfare of children to ensure their well-being.

For future practice, while every part of the legislation is crucial, comprehending the key aspects and
takeaways is vital for everyone involved in the care of children and young people. Safeguarding is a
collective responsibility: to ensure effective services, each professional and organization must play
their part fully. The local authority bears responsibility for the protection, safeguarding, and welfare of
all children. Establishing and adhering to robust safeguarding policies and procedures ensures that
children are protected from adults and other children who may pose a risk.
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