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Introduction 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This essay will be focusing on Dyslexia which comes under the umbrella term of SpLD (Specific Learning Difficulty) There are a few reasons as to why I have chosen Dyslexia and not any of the other SpLDs. As a child I saw my sister experience Education with Dyslexia and now throughout my professional position we support students with SpLD, especially Dyslexia. The support we can now offer children has developed and we can showcase the vital role we have in helping these students with reaching their full potential.

Many discussions and different definitions have been published on what dyslexia actually is……according to The World Federation of Neurology (1968) Dyslexia is a childhood disorder that even though they have had the teaching are still underachieving in reading, spelling and writing. However, this was written 50 years ago. The use of the word ‘disorder’ would be questionable in its use today because this gives the impression that there is something wrong with the child and leads to children feeling insecure. According the Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs (1943) a child needs to feel safe, secure and finally have good self-esteem to reach self-actualisation. Therefore, having this label of disorder and trying to achieve through school is not helping children to be the confident people they need to be into adulthood. If we look at the more recent definitions of dyslexia, they have removed the term ‘disorder’ and replaced it with learning difficulty. NHS (2018) go further and say that it has no connection to a person’s intelligence, which demonstrates how far we have come. We now talk about differentiation for children with any difficulty this includes language difficulties. This is going to be further supported when the new Education reform comes into force in September this year. This new reform will give every child the ability to be correctly supported to help them achieve their full potential, again leading them to self-actualisation. The new law extends to the age of twenty-five which ensures that there will not be a gap in the changeover from child to adult services. Up until September 2020 the changeover has been difficult, because state education finishes at sixteen and children cannot access adult services until they turn eighteen. Once they turn eighteen they then have to go onto another waiting list; even though they have been under the adolescent support services because of the consultants and specialists. This will hopefully ensure that we can work alongside the adult services to transfer the intervention that we have worked so hard on with them. Dyslexia can affect every aspect of a child’s education. At first children can put their own strategies in place to help them cope through school and to them, that is normal. However, as the years go by they usually need some support with revision techniques, exams and self-confidence. As the work gets harder and the expectation of completed work increases. This is when things start to become more of a challenge.

Students with Dyslexia can have one or more of the symptoms associated with it and it effects around 1.3 million young people according to the (Department for Education, 2018) These can be students appearing to look like they are often unfocused, slow processing speed both spoken and written, b/d confusion, trouble blending letters to form words and poor organisational skills. There are many more symptoms and students can display one, some or most of the symptoms.  A student spending time during a school day daydreaming may miss important information, missing and not understanding instructions can mean that the student could be behind and therefore not be able to keep up during the class. This could alter the student’s self-belief that they cannot attain the work set. Consequently, giving themselves the sense of being ‘stupid’ 

Educational settings work hard with students and their Dyslexia including gathering information that would help with their studies, working alongside teachers that they are taught by. A great base is to complete a Vark questionnaire (Fleming, 1987). The Vark is a questionnaire that can be used for anyone who has received a label or diagnosis of any kind and shows them strategies to enhance their learn. This works well in Education because it gives teachers the best view of the differential way of teaching needed to support every individual. As well as this we teach the students the best way to remember the work they learn during lessons depending on the outcome of the questionnaire for example if a student comes out as kinaesthetic on the Vark we teach them that they need to not keep all their work in exercise books that they need to transfer it onto big pieces of paper for each topic, They can attach lots of sheets together and use bright colours because that is how they retain information the best. 

We also teach students to not wait and cram information, but to spent 5 minutes on each subject each evening just updating the sheets so that when it comes to revision which students with Dyslexia often find challenging to help them recall the information. It is our responsibility to give the students the power to access and achieve this is further enhanced by having a timetabled SPLD group which gives the students time to work on the difficulties they have. Some students have slow processing so we play games that require speed such as Dobble. We also get the students to compete against each other which works great because they all have empathy with each other and support each other. These could be as simple as ordering the alphabet, months to the seasons or reading out loud with each other.   
It would be beneficial for both the students and the staffing in schools if we could test all students entering the schools with a screener to see if any are showing signs of dyslexia. This does not necessarily mean that they have dyslexia, but it gives educational workers the skills to keep an eye on these children rather than the students putting their coping mechanisms in place trying to cope until they fall behind in their education, socially and emotionally.  If a screener shows up signs this does not mean that child can get a full diagnosis because diagnosis of Dyslexia is costly and time consuming. Students have to be referred to an educational psychologist for a formal diagnosis. Waiting lists are often lengthy for specialised doctors and therefore resulting in an extended period until they get the ideal support needed.

   In Conclusion I feel that in the Education system we have improved on our knowledge of Dyslexia and the needs of our students. However, I feel that schools still do not have as much knowledge on Dyslexia as they should have. It is difficult for teachers to differentiate for their classes due to the sizes of classes and students often fall through the education system without the correct diagnosis and support. Schools should be able to screen every child entering the school setting not for the label but most importantly just to keep an eye on the ones who may need supporting further on. Early intervention is the best.
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