BIBRACTE

Overview Layout

Caesar claims that Bibracte is the” largest and the best-provided ” - — | — Bibracte is a very large site, stretching over 130 hectares making it one of the -

of the Aeduan towns” (Caes Gall 1.23), and modern archeology : L =———— N\ "5'-1_--:f7f::;;{"f L largest oppidum in the Celtic world. (Maier 2003: 57), Osbourne-Martin states
also suggests that Bibracte appears to have been the administra- = W = .’ N _'7::"'-._: " that anything over 15 hectares can be defined as an oppidum (Osbourne— Martin
tive centre of the Aedui (Koch 2006) and is situated in, modern NN , N 2014) this reinforces the claim by Caesar that Bibracte was the “ largest and the
day eastern France. As well as its significance as the 0 L h ' 2 = best-provided of the Aeduan towns” (Caes Gall 1.23). This large size suggests a

administrative center of the Aedui, Bibracte was also well placed ;375' =l s ) == large amount of urbanization.
to take advantage of long distance trade relations due to its fairly Vi N e There also appears to be an attempt at creating districts as there appears to be
close proximity to the rivers Loire and Saone (Maier 2003:57) this ./ s ” 3 = i an artisans district close to the city gate (Collis 1975: 171) as well as an

-

means that we would expect to find a lot of traded goods such as !—- | K | N f{i‘ W " : | 1 _ “Aristocratic quarter” and other districts for every part of life (Cunliffe 1992: 65).
Amphorae at thlS Slte The Slte B ﬁrSt excaya;ed by Fre " H-¢ '. ' :..;;f'-' ’\ :‘ | f",." ._'-L - ' /| . ~' a 2K ' ence Of distnict’s‘suggests that the Opp|dum Of Bibracte WwWas a |arge
hg‘e).lqggt 1865 and is one of the mc S| o :

‘ganized urban centre whi s far more complex than merelyasmple
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