           
                         BA Photography in the Arts 
                                    Chloe Lloyd
                                      1906286
                        Creativity and Value Creation
                                    ADAA5000
                            Lecture: Paul Duerinckx



                                 





             








Context                                                      word count 
Evolution of social media…………………….. 824
Artist Statement…………………………….. 309 
Photography CV………………………….. 485





















Evaluation of social media 

Social media has a massive influence on our society it is not just about having a personal profile for sharing pictures with friends and family, social media has become an essential part of our daily lives. Our society is influenced by social media every single day. People share everything nowadays, their thoughts, opinions, sometimes even hate speeches. Children these days can also become the victim of cyberbullying, most people have experienced some form of bullying in school, and we were able to go home to our homes, our safe zone and get away from the school bully, but now children get home from school and the bullying continues when using social media platforms. Cyberbullying has increased a lot in the past few years and is one of the most regular problems that teens must face today. Cyberbullying often happens on platforms such as Facebook and Instagram. People share their opinions, without thinking of consequences. (Cyberbullying and online harassment advice) Since social media we even use terms, we never did before, such as, keyboard warrior.  Although social media can be great space for artists such as musicians, photographers, painters etc, it can also be a negative space that can be full of unrealistic expectations, negative image and cyberbullying. We are inundated by negative images today, by Instagram models/ influencers and celebrities who are usually airbrushed and without flaws, giving us unrealistic expectations. We are bombarded by images criticising body image, which in turn makes us constantly self-conscious of our own body image, and what we believe we should look like. On all social media we are able to use filters on our photo’s, to make us appear more beautiful, thinner, better make up, younger, older, making us feel our normal natural appearance is not good enough. This can lead to mental and physical health problems, including eating disorders and body dysmorphia. (Bhasin, 2018)
Social media has its negatives, but there are many positives to social media platforms. It is a handy tool to keep in touch and keep us connected with friends, family and loved one’s who live far away. We can call, video chat and even host group chats to keep connected. It can make it easier to find like-minded people or groups to help us feel valued and accepted in society. It is an excellent tool to showcase artist’s work. There are so many social media platforms to choose from, including Facebook to connect with family and friends overseas, Snapchat to connect with friends, Instagram to show case all art medias and lifestyles, YouTube for tutorials educational videos, music videos and more, TikTok mainly based on music, dance and makeup and small selection of artists and Twitter who also allows you to connect with others online.  I use Facebook primarily to keep in touch with friends and family, I post updates of my daughter, as family who live far away can keep up to date with her achievements. As for being an artist I use Instagram to showcase my photography and to connect with other artists. (@chloeemariee_photography) Of recent I have been struggling to keep up to date with my photography account on Instagram due to being a full-time student, having a part time job, and being a full-time parent, I haven’t been able to showcase some of my latest work. I need to start using my social media as a tool to connect with like minded individuals who can provide guidance in specific areas and encouragement that can lead to feeling better about sharing your work. In turn will also help to gain a bigger audience and followers that can lead to notoriety and recognition of my artwork and images.
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Another positive of social media is learning and education. Social media is beneficial in finding online courses, training programs and mentors. Using online courses is valuable to society, as we can learn new skills and even gain qualifications, at a time to suit ourselves, we can do online courses around our work and home life. YouTube offers tutorials, for just about anything, from fixing a car, unplugging a sink, and even cutting your hair. Using social media opens doors for us to gain skills, knowledge and opportunities we previously had limitations to access. Social media is beneficial for businesses, whether big or small. With so many social media platforms, businesses can target their audiences, leading to customers, which is vital for business growth and business success. It can also improve customer experience by using online customer service support, questions can be answered quickly, and followers get a reply quicker which makes the customer, follower feel valued, leading to more attention and possible sales. Spreading news is also a positive, although it may feel overwhelming sometimes. It is a great tool for special events and important news from all over the globe. It spreads the word rapidly and keeps people around the world up to date with all matters, including sport, political, environmental and celebrity issues. (Hashem, 2022)
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Statement 
 
I am a Swansea based photography student, who’s currently studying a bachelor’s degree in photography in the arts. Photography brings out my creative side and makes me view things differently. I take photographs of things we see on our day-to-day basis, but usually we walk past and do not notice the detail, beauty and the function of the landscapes, objects, and streets all within my locality that we take for granted. Although we see, we do not look more in-depth of visions before us. Using colour, perspective and lighting, I bring the subject to life, I want my audience to view my images and feel engrossed within them, I want them to feel as though they are within the image. I am confident in using various types of photographic styles and equipment, although my preferred method is cinematic and the use of black and white photography. I prefer black and white photography as colour can sometimes take away from the subject, I am drawing attention and purpose to. I became accustomed of using black and white as my mother has total colour blindness. When viewing my black and white images she can see the texture, movement and the subject becomes vivid for her vision. My images are all taken around the Swansea area, where we are lucky to have beaches and woodlands of outstanding beauty and also the hustle and bustle of city life with busy streets and buildings with intricate architectural detail. My digital camera is my preferred tool, as I am able to view my images instantly. When I am out and about with my camera I feel at peace while taking photographs, the detail of wooded areas makes me feel relaxed, the detail within seascapes makes me feel alive, I want my photography to show people the visions they miss while living their busy lives.
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Personal Profile
I am presently a university student studying photography in the arts. I have experience of capturing and editing photographs, using digital and film equipment. I have an in-depth understanding of editing images, colour and lighting, utilising manipulation tools such as Adobe, Photoshop and Lightroom. I can re-touch images to create an enhanced version. I am confident using various photographic equipment, including a range of lenses and lighting apparatus. I am committed to delivering high quality images.  I am proficient in shutter speeds, camera focus and apertures based on field depth, lighting and subject motion. I use my creative capabilities to produce photographs, then review and select my best images. I have taken images of my daughter and other family members to create portraits, I have even included my pets. During my time at university. I have undertaken different styles of photography including, street, cinematic, portrait, landscape and black and white photography. I’ve created work independently and with a group to form a collective image.

Skills
· Digital enhancements 
· Image/ photo editing
· Film developing / development
· Lighting requirements 
· Photography software
· Digital and film photography 

Education
· 2014 GCSE, C grade
· 2016, attended Gower college studying art and design passed
· 2022, Currently studying my second year of a photography in the arts bachelor’s degree at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David 

Experience
· Year one student exhibition, Confronting the present 
· Year two exhibition, Out of Orderly Fashion 


The skills I think I need that will improve my practice would be 
· Organisation skills 
· Communication skills
· Flexibility 
· Marketing 
· Practice, practice, practice 
· Being open to critique 

The skills I need to become a photographer, and achieve my career ambitions, are organisational skills I find it difficult juggling my daily life of studying, going to university, being a single mum to a very busy four year old daughter, keeping up with her extra curriculum activities whilst working part time and caring for my mother, sometimes overwhelming. I have incorporated the use of calendars, one paper one in my kitchen and along with a digital calendar on my phone, which reminds me of appointments, work and even my timetable. My communication skills need attention, I can be shy around people who are not my family members, and I also need to practice speaking in public and to have more confidence. It is hard for me to be flexible, as I have a small child, but if I know of the events, appointments in advance I would be better prepared to accommodate and find childcare if needed. I need to use my social media more to market and showcase my images. As I lack confidence, I can become self conscious and have self-doubt about myself and my work when a person critiques it. I need to take more of the positive comments and not focus so much on the negative.
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