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Reflective account 

Through lectures and research of my own from NSPCC (2018) any organisation that come into contact with children should have policies and procedures set out to keep all children safe from harm. Gov.uk (2014) says that the definition of safeguarding is much broader than child protection, as child protection protects children from neglect and abuse, safeguarding promotes the welfare of children and ensures no harm comes to their development. Through this module I have learnt that child protection is an aspect of safeguarding, and safeguarding is protecting children from harm at home, but also their internet safety, their safety at school, and attendance and punctuality are also apart of safeguarding. 
I was surprised with how much of a role a police officer takes in regards to safeguarding children, I knew from past experiences that if domestic violence occurs during a household police would notify social services however I did not know that they would be present in conferences until I watch the child protection conference by Family Rights Group (2012) that was shown in the lecture. 
However, I learnt that information sharing was poor with police forces in the past. In 2002 Jessica chapman and holly wells were murdered by a school caretaker called Ian Huntley. Although Ian Huntley was suspected of rape, burglary and assault, the vetting scheme allowed Ian Huntley to move to the new area without his passed being disclosed. Before the Criminal Record Bureau, the only checks made were against List 99, which was a list of people who are barred from working with children and vulnerable adults by department of Education and Skills, which Ian Huntley managed to pass through as he was not charged with any crimes against children. If the Criminal Record Bureau existed then, they would have seen that Ian Huntley had been arrested of suspected assault, burglary, and rape. The Bichard Inquiry Report (2004) stated there should be a National Police system across England and Wales, so that police forces can share information.
According to St Giles Trust (2015) Although the criminal record Bureau allowed police forces to share information Criminal record bureau checks are valid for three years, whereas with the Enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service which was introduced in 2012 will show any convictions and cautions straight away. 
David Batty (2005) writes an article on the timeline of child welfare over a century, and I was surprised to see the policies were set out after a tragic event has happened for example The Children Act 1948 established a children’s officer in each local police station after a boy named Dennis O’Neil was murdered by his foster parents. Victoria Climbie died in 2001 in the hands of her aunt Marie Therese Kouao and her boyfriend Carl Manning. Community Care (2005) states that although being in contact with doctors, police and social services on several occasions, the abuse was not discovered until her death. Following this Lord Laming undertook an inquiry into what happened before Victoria’s death and wrote recommendations on how the system should change. Gov.uk (2003) says the Children Act 2004 alongside Every Child Matter’s was then introduced for practitioners and local authorities to understand how to work as a multiagency and to establish protocols for sharing information when they think there is a risk of harm. 
A Children’s Commissioner for England was created under a recommendation made by Lord Laming following the death of Victoria Climbie, which was created to promote the views of the children. I found it interesting that this was only introduced under the Children Act 2004, when the Children Act 1989 states that the child’s welfare is paramount, but England have not considered the interests of the child and how they are feeling until 2004 when Wales had a Children’s Commissioner since 2001 which was established by Care Standards Act 2000. This also means that Article 12 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, stating that children should be allowed to express their feelings on matters that affect them, has only been considered in England in 2004 when according to UNICEF (No date) The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child was introduced in the United Kingdom in 1992. 
Working in a group with all of us playing different roles and working as a multi-agency, has taught me how much communication is important when safeguarding children, and how every piece of information is important. I learnt it is important for multi-agencies to come together and share what they have found out as information that might seem unimportant can come together, and there may be a clearer picture of what is going on in a child’s life. In the group task we wanted to convey this as we all had something new to share, for example the key worker noticed the child’s behaviour was changing and he was becoming more sad and that his hygiene was deteriorating, the health visitor had a reason for why the hygiene was deteriorating as the washing machine was broke, then I as a police officer mentioned the police being called to the house because of the parents arguing, we all brought something new and it made a clearer picture on why things were happening. 
In Wales there is the All Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008 which replaces the procedures of 2002. It was updated to include changes that were made since 2002 which were made of recommendations made from Lord Laming’s report. In this it states that it is only when information from different agencies is shared that a child being at risk of harm will become clear, and children can only be safeguarded when information is shared. 
 Department For Education (2012) states multi-agency working is a way different professionals can come together to share knowledge, for example in the case study for the group task, different professionals had more knowledge on certain things such as when I played the police officer I asked Luke who was the key worker  a direct question on if he thought the parents arguing was affecting the child’s behaviour. It was through this I was able to learn that through Bandura’s Social Learning Theory, the child could possibly be learning the behaviours acted out by his parents, this is also back up by Learning Theories (2017). This also fits in with Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACES) Which according to Public Health Wales (No date) domestic violence and parent separation are Adverse Childhood Experiences, which can lead to the child getting in trouble with the police, getting involved in substance abuse and can lead to health problems in later life. 
In this module I have also learnt that Children also need to be protected while using the internet as well as at home and school, as online children can be groomed, harassed, bullied. Online there is also the risk of the creation and distribution of child abuse pictures. Through further research I found that under Section 15 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003, it is illegal for an adult over the age of eighteen to send more than one message to a person who they believe to be under the age of sixteen and arrange to meet them, a person can be sentenced up to ten years in prison. This has made me aware of why laws need to be changed through-out the years as technology gets more advanced, and children have more access to the internet. 
Record keeping in nursery’s is crucial. In nurseries personal documents are kept such as parents contact details, medical notes, minuets held from meetings with other agencies and accident records. According to Just For Fun (No date) if a child has had an accident during nursery, an accident form will be written with the date, time and details of the incident, the parent will then be asked to sign a form that acknowledges that they have been informed of the incident. On the other hand, if a child enters the nursery with a bruise or a cut it will also be documented. I have learnt that this is important because if they suspect a child is being abused at home they have a timeline and can indicate when it may have started. This will also protect nursery workers from being accused of causing the bruises, they will also be able to protect themselves. 
I was surprised to learn that in wales it is still legal to smack a child if they are misbehaving. Under the Children Act 2004 parents can smack their children under reasonable punishment, this legislation does not state what goes under reasonable punishment. This makes it hard to understand when the use of smacking is allowed, as what one parent might see as misbehaving another parent might see it as a minor mistake, there is not a clear boundary. There is also evidence to prove that smacking as a punishment does not work. According to BellyBelly (2016) smacking may temporarily stop bad behaviour in that moment but does nothing to teach a child what is right and what is wrong, and it does nothing to prevent bad behaviour in the future. BellyBelly (2016) also says that smacking a child is not showing them the best way to deal with anger, they are learning that when someone is behaving in a way that they do not like that it is okay to hit them. This also links with Bandura’s Social Learning Theory, as said by Learning Theories (2017) Bandura believes people learn through the actions of others. 
The skill I will defiantly take away from this module is listening. Listening to a child is crucial, as a child will not directly say that they are being abused. UNICEF (No date) says that in Article Twelve in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, children have the right to a voice and to express their feelings and to be taken seriously. When a child wants to talk to an adult it is important that they are acknowledged and listened to, as if they are ignored or told to come back later they may not want to say it anymore and an important moment could have been missed. 
This module has also taught me to be less quick to judge people. For example, in this case study there was an unknown man who brought the child to the nursery, through discussion with the group, we decided that there was an explanation for this as the mother was running late for work and she had asked her neighbour to take her son to school. According to Aistear (No date) it is also important to build a relationship with parents as this helps the parents feel more involved in their children’s education, parents will feel more confident to tell practitioners how they feel and will share information about their child without feeling judged. This will help the child have a more enjoyable experience at nursery and can develop further as parents will share information about them, parents may feel less under pressure at home, so it can make the child’s home life more enjoyable for them. 
Overall, this module has taught me about the different legislations protecting children, although laws need to be constantly changed due to more advanced technology, and because children have more access to the internet. Information sharing is crucial when working with children, even if something seems insignificant, someone else might have something to share, and this will make the situation of the child clearer. It is also important to build relationship with parents as then they would feel more comfortable sharing information with practitioners, this can make the child’s home and school life more enjoyable. 
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