Discussion Paper   Lewis Turner 
Fake Museum Artefacts
The influx of counterfeit artefacts is somewhat of an issue for the museum industry and for those who may be starting out in the interest of artefacts. People on online shops such as eBay and Etsy seem to forge realistic duplicates in the aim of conning gullible and uneducated people into purchasing what they sell as “Genuine” from a certain time period.  Such a practice was very common in Egypt, to find people selling mummies and amulets from tombs just on the side of streets. The chances of this being real was probably very slim, unless it was from a recognized dealer. In later years such a practice was regulated and eventually illegalized. 
More modern incarnations of this practice take the counterfeiting very seriously. In this sense they try to make the fake as real as they possibly can by also counterfeiting documents that verify the legitimacy of their “Artefact”. Often these documents have the names and signatures of well-known people, giving the item legitimacy by association but also letters, recommendations and other forms from major institutions such as the British Museum and the like. This is clearly an attempt to give the items a sense of provenance. This make the job of attempting to ascertain the exact nature of a supposed “Artefact” some what more complicated and significantly more difficult. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]However, this is not always wholly the case that the documents they forge to legitimize their counterfeit fit up to the standard. This could be complacency, could be a reliance upon the ley person not knowing enough or even they themselves not having enough research. It is clear that modern counterfeit makers do not expect experts to come and challenge their “Artefacts”. Often it is in the finer details that these people who aim to cheat people out of money, tend to fall short. A good example is in the use of modern terminology when suggesting links to archaeologists from a previous century that they simply would not know or even be aware of and it could be even using modern ways of referencing things such as dates.  But these minor details would be over looked by the normal person, and so they would fall for the scam up aware of what they’re actually getting into.

Sometimes, it is the smaller and somewhat forgotten pieces of artefact history that is counterfeited. A great example of this is at the Manchester University where they have actually turned their fakes into an exhibit of their own, mainly made up of numerous many shabtis. Although I can not remember for what reason they worked out that they were deemed fake, it is interesting in how something that is indeed fake become authentic in its “fakeness”. 

Fake items seem to be littered everywhere and at every stop, with vert little to give their status as a counterfeit away. Tiny details that most people overlook, makes them fall into the trap that they are not even aware of. Artefacts seemingly have details that support them, but fall apart at the seam when examined closer. And, seemingly the lines from which authentic to false, depends upon what life time of the artefact that a person refers. For even counterfeits are artefacts from a time before the now. 

