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Throughout this gobbet, I will be looking at a section from The Iliad by Homer, which was written around the 7th century BC. When The Iliad was being written, there was more need for widespread knowledge about war and its effects on people and the world around humanity as a whole.
Homer, the writer of The Iliad, was a very well known poet throughout the Greek world. Given that most of his works were read aloud and treated as oral works, his word would have reached many people and influenced many parts of the world had it been taken that far at the time of his influence. As of today, The Iliad has been extremely well researched and earnt Homer the title of possibly the most influential author and writer in history.[footnoteRef:1] The audience that Homer would have wanted to reach with his writing was presumably anybody who wanted to listen and those who had a familiarity with stories that had been told in such a way before, both orally and written down as a text. [1:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica,  Homer and the epic poems the Iliad and the Odyssey | Britannica. https://www.britannica.com/summary/Homer-Greek-poet.] 

In this section of The Iliad, Hector has been killed and his funeral is happening throughout the piece. There are descriptions of the funerary pyre and the libations that are given to the Gods in order to appease them and possibly give Hector a safe passage to the Underworld. Another thing that is described in this passage is the collection of wood and all the tasks that are performed even before Hector is buried, additionally his father Priam telling the people present at the funeral that Achilles would not attack them until the “twelfth dawn”, giving them more than enough time to mourn Hector and collect wood for his funerary pyre. The funerary section of this passage puts the reader in with the mourners and makes the passage of time slower in order to make it seem like the mourning is going on for a longer time that it really is, but also makes the reader feel the weight of all the sadness from the death of just one man before Achilles comes back in twelve days.
The way in which the passage gives the reader a picture of what is happening are all of the descriptions of the funerary pyre, “rosy-fingered dawn”, and the descriptions of the amount of people that are mourning Hector all at once. The piece does tell us about possible rituals that could also have been done at Hector’s funeral, but the people instead gathered wood to make the huge pyre to commemorate Hector’s memory, which in turn shows how important he must have been to all of the people that are mourning him and especially his father Priam.
Additionally, Priam is shown and described as an “old man” but can still gather his people together and order them about even in in times of distress, such as is happening throughout this passage. This is contrasted with the otherwise youthful imagery of Hector, who is described as “bold” and “glorious”, shown as having all the traits of a brazen young man who was fighting for what he thought was right. This section in The Iliad draws a parallel between both the caring father that is Priam and Achilles, both seeming to represent the sides of the war that they are on. One example of this is Achilles stopping his rampage in the Trojan War and possibly risking his reputation as a feared fighter in order to allow the people of the city to grieve Hector and give them enough time to create a funeral pyre. Homer could have wanted to show people who were reading this in a time possibly consumed by war that there are times that are different and that allow rest and recuperation, but the threat of the fighting and war still looms overhead, being the main theme of The Iliad as a whole that Homer wanted to capture throughout the text.
Moreover, Homer is bringing attention to war and its effects throughout The Iliad, and this is done in such a way that it shows the impact on both sides of the war, not just the side that the audience is written to root for or support with a clear bias from the writer. Both sides, the Trojans and the Greeks, are shown to suffer for the majority of the Trojan War and how the lasting effects of the violence would stem into everyday life at that time and also in modern times. The Iliad can be read as either just a war story or it can be interpreted as how war changes people and how that can carry over into their perception of how the world works as a whole. This information can and would have been passed down through generations of families, possibly changing with each iteration of the information given to each member of the family.
In conclusion, this section of The Iliad by Homer mostly focuses on the effect of war and how death can impact a community, especially those close such as the family and friends. In addition, this can also teach readers how to treat those affected by such things and how and when to give them time to recover and grieve properly. Homer does touch on the themes of family and relationships within this passage, and how this would impact the proceedings such as rituals done in order to make sure the deceased gets a burial and a send-off to the Underworld. Familial connection is a central theme in this passage, and it also runs through the whole text of The Iliad, showing but also telling the reader how important those connections can be for others and also yourself.
