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[bookmark: _Toc132398256]Introduction
Legal process defines a formal notice that is written by court to obtain jurisdiction over a person, organisation and property (Hart and Sacks, 1994). Some common forms of legal process are summons, warrant, and subpoena. This process happened because of serving a person, arresting person and seal on his/her property (Hart and Sacks, 1994). Magistrate court is a court which manages the jurisdiction and criminal offences. The magistrate court of United Kingdom is the primary stage of judiciary and law. This report will discuss about the magistrate court in detail. There is a discussion about the definition of magistrate, the characteristics and the main responsibility of the magistrate court, advantages and disadvantages.
[bookmark: _Toc132398257]What is Magistrate 
Magistrates are officials who entrusted administration with the laws. For example, a principal officials exercise his governmental power over a political unit. It is a title which used for the legal officials of the England and Wales (Harris, 1984). Magistrate and justice are interchangeable with one another as a term (Harris, 1984). These two words reflect the same meaning. Magistrates are very common word and mostly used in media. But the word justice is used in formal contexts mostly. Magistrates who sit in tribunals or benches should not compose of more than three members. Three is the common and usual number. In reality, a bench is constituted with only two members. If the two magistrates sit on a trial and did not agree about the verdict, there is need of a retrial. Around 97% criminal cases are deal by the magistrates (Harris, 1984). On the other and, a single magistrate when he/she sit solo deal with issue search warrants, remand applications and arrest warrants. He/she also conduct early administrative hearings. In England and Wales, a single magistrate can handle the criminal cases under “single justice procedure” from 2015. In those criminal cases, most of the defendants plead their guilty and do not respond to summons on court (Chamberlain et al, 2021). The magistrate court of England and Wales heard 535,000 cases within 2020 by the single magistrate (Chamberlain et al, 2021)
. 
[bookmark: _Toc132398258]The Magistrate in United Kingdom
United Kingdom defines the laws of England and Wales. The magistrates belong from the England Wales. These magistrates are trained and competent volunteers. They are selected from the local community of the England and Wales (Campbell, 2020). They deal with the various criminal and civil cases and proceedings. The popular name of them is “Justices of the peace”.  The court is different according to the ages of the criminals. The adult criminal court magistrates decide the verdicts and offences. These verdicts carry out up to twelve months or more than that. The results may be prison or unlimited fine. But for the cases of children, magistrates sit in the family court. There is also youth court which is for the youth aged 10-18. These courts were established over 650 years ago (Pestove et al, 2018).  So, it can be easily understand that magistrates play a very important role in the judiciary of England and Wales. The principles of local justice underpin the role of magistrates. There is another one which underpins the role is justice by one’s peers’. Magistrates’ bench constituted with three members. There are no restrictions of gender, age and ethnicity (Campbell, 2020). The court believes that this decision will bring a broad experience of life to the bench. Magistrates sit alone for hearing warrants. Single justice procedure deals with uncontested warrants (Howard, 2021). All of the magistrates of the bench have equal decision making powers. One person considered as chairman, called Presiding Justice. He has the rights to speak in court and can preside the proceedings. It is not necessary that magistrates should have the legal qualification (Morgan and Russell , 2000). There is a legal advisor in court who helped them. The advisor is the responsible for directing the court according the law. In United Kingdom, 56% of sitting magistrates were women, 82% were above 50 and 13% were Asian, black and ethnic minority (Morgan and Russell , 2000).
[bookmark: _Toc132398259]The Main Responsibility
The main task of the magistrate is to deal with criminal cases. They have civil jurisdiction and can also go for the family court. Family court is for the children and youth. They deal with civil cases issuing warrants (Pestove et al, 2018). Warrants are like entry to the companies like gas, electricity and water. Tax and payment enforcing and local authority licensing decision etc are the examples (The role of the magistracy, 2017). In a word, all of the criminal cases deal by the magistrate and 97% cases are concluded there. Mostly three types of criminal cases are discussed there. These offences are
[bookmark: _Toc132398260]Summary offences
These offences are mainly motoring offences, public order offences and minor assaults. These are managed by the magistrate court. Magistrate decides the bail and verdict and sentence (Campbell , 2020).
[bookmark: _Toc132398261]Triable either way offences
These types of offences are the fraud and criminal cases. Criminal cases are mainly damages which is for value damage over £5,000, physical assault, less sexual offences, careless driving. Magistrates deal with this cases and verdicts (The role of the magistracy, 2017). But defendant can go the crown court if they want another trial.
[bookmark: _Toc132398262]Indictable only offences
These are the serious cases like murders, rape and robbery. These cases mainly dealt by trial on indictment but at the crown court. Though crown court have the power to deal with those cases, the magistrate court is responsible for the first hearing (The role of the magistracy, 2017). The magistrate court decides the bail and sends the cases to the crown court.
[bookmark: _Toc132398263]Characteristics of Magistrate Court 
The magistrate court in England and Wales is primarily a criminal jurisdiction which covers a wide range of offences. These offence starts from minor traffic via lotions to theft and assault. Public health related cases are also under this court. Magistrate court with similar characteristics can be found in large municipalities in USA (Parker et al, 1989). There are many courts in England and Wales which presided over by a bench of unpaid magistrate. These magistrates are a panel of two or three lay. The magistrate court studies the cases and find out the facts. The advisors advise the points of the law and administrative functions (Parker et al, 1989). Open court always direct the proceedings and magistrate sit for examine the justice. They do inquiries in primary stages for all the serious matters. This court is used as a primary court in judiciary of England and Wales (Howard, 2021)

[bookmark: _Toc132398264]Court Closures and Reforms
In 2016, the Lord Chief Justice and the Senior President of tribunals set their vision of reform the courts tribunals (Adisa, 2018). In this court reforming a proper accessible system was maintained. The transformation was about the technology. This reform programme outlines a huge use of technology in court (Dadomo and Bell, 2006). In magistrate court, there will be no use of paper. All the documents were written via technology and stored electronically. A single online system also is introduced to bring the cases on online (Adisa , 2018). The cases will be heard in virtually. That ensures some fewer courts and this court closure fund small version of court. The government invest more than £700 million for modernization and £ 270 million for tribunals in criminal justice system (Adisa , 2018).
According to the publications of parliament report, because of court estate reform programme of 2010-2014, 93 magistrate’s courts had been almost closed. There are also 43 court which will about to close in United Kingdom (Donoghue, 2017). The recent report shows that 162 which were almost half of the total were closed (Donoghue, 2017). These closures have significant impact on local community. But there is no research report about the impact of court users. 
[bookmark: _Toc132398265]Advantages and Disadvantages
The advantages are that cost-magistrates are unpaid and judges can earn £90,000(Pestove et al, 2018). But without the help of magistrate, the need of judges will be increased. That saves almost £100 million from the defendants. After the case of Paul and DPP, Local knowledge is increased (Pestove et al, 2018). As they live in local areas, know about the local news. It also increases the public confidence, according to the survey.
There is almost no research about the disadvantages of magistrate court and its reform effects. A research report of HMCTS said that the closure decision made the country surprised (Donoghue, 2017). Defendants and defendant participants, advocates experienced the negative impact. According to defendant, he wanted to file a case but it seems that doubling of time and money costs are increasing day by day (Donoghue, 2017). The rate of non-appearance warrants are also increasing. It becomes very difficult for the some defendants who live different parts of country (Dadomo and Bell, 2006).
[bookmark: _Toc132398266]Conclusion
The magistrate court plays an important role to ensure the justice in England and Wales. Though there are some flaws and criticism about magistrate court, it is still very popular in United Kingdom. Recently, there are some closures of the magistrates’ court because of reform decisions. This decision was for bring the changes and this change will bring definitely a revolutionary development. But the government should remember that every change face some restrictions. Here the restrictions are the proceedings and knowledge of the general public. Government must aware the public and citizens of the reform law, its advantages and new policies.
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