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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


The primary legislation governing child safeguarding in Wales is the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWWA 2014). This Act provides a legal framework for adult and children’s social services, promoting a person-centred and preventative approach to practice. It mandates multidisciplinary working to safeguarding children and on a local level requires all citizens to report concerns about children at risk. The Act emphasises early intervention, to reduce a reliance crisis response, this aligns with the Wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, which encourages public bodies to prevent harm and address inequalities affecting children (Welsh Government, 2015). 

Wales is also committed to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), which underpins all child safeguarding legislation and policies in Wales. The UNCRC outlines children’s rights to protection, support, and participation in decisions affecting them, influencing both national and local safeguarding frameworks (United Nations , 1989). This commitment is reflected in the SSWWA 2014, ensuring children’s voices remain central to safeguarding practices.

Before the SSWWA 2014, the Children Act 1989 and Children Act 2004 governed child safeguarding policies and procedures in Wales. The 1989 Act placed a duty on local authorities to safeguard and promote children's welfare, these procedures are still used today such as Section 17 (support for children in need) and Section 47 (child protection investigations in cases of significant harm). The 2004 Act strengthened multi-agency cooperation and introduced Local Safeguarding Children Boards which were later replaced by Regional Safeguarding Boards under the SSWWA 2014 (Welsh Government, 2014).

At the local level, the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWWA) establishes that safeguarding is ‘everybody’s responsibility’. Welsh safeguarding legislation, policies, and procedures shape statutory guidance and legal frameworks that shape child safeguarding practices across statutory and local organisations. The Wales National Safeguarding Procedures, provide clear guidance for both professionals and the public on how to safeguard children from harm (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019).

In social services, the Public Law Outline (PLO) sets out pre-proceedings processes aimed at safeguarding the wellbeing of children by preventing unnecessary court intervention by encouraging early family engagement (Welsh Government, 2023).

The Child Practice Review (CPR) Framework is also a useful tool to help statutory and local organisations learn lessons from failed child safeguarding cases(Welsh Government, 2014). Furthermore, Quality Assurance Audits conducted by Regional Safeguarding Boards ensure organisational compliance with safeguarding policies. 

Law enforcement agencies collaborate with social services through Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hubs (MASH), which facilitate information-sharing among police, local authorities, and healthcare providers to ensure coordinated child protection responses (Home Office, 2014).

In education, ‘Keeping Learners Safe’ guidance requires schools to have safeguarding leads, to provide staff training on recognising abuse, and establish clear reporting procedures (Welsh Government, 2016). 

Healthcare organizations, including NHS trusts and Public Health Wales, have safeguarding policies requiring professionals to identify and report child protection concerns (Public Health Wales , 2023). 

Furthermore, the SSWWA 2014 Code of Safeguarding Practice provides comprehensive guidance for individuals, groups, and organizations offering activities or services to children  (Welsh Government , 2014)

This unified approach to child safeguarding across various sectors, supports Wales to be proactive in the use of preventative services to reduce crisis lead child safeguarding situations. This approach also enhances public awareness and strengthens organisational knowledge of safeguarding children which supports improved safeguarding outcomes for children in Wales.

Word Count : 550

     



500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).




	





	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Safeguarding responses in adult and children’s social work can differ due to factors such as legislation, autonomy, and mental capacity considerations. These differences impact on the way safeguarding risks are managed within children and adults’ social services. 

Under the Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA), adults are presumed to have the capacity to make their own decisions, even if those decisions are unwise. In contrast, adults with parental responsibility can make decisions for their child until they turn 18. Children under 16 can be assessed for decision-making ability using Gillick competence and Fraser guidelines. However, even a Gillick-competent child’s decisions can be overridden if their welfare is considered to be at risk (Swindon Safeguarding Partnership, 2025).

The MCA 2005 applies to young people aged 16 and 17 granting them autonomy similar to adults. However, if their decision places them at significant risk, it can be overridden by the Court of Protection or those with parental responsibility. This legal balance aims to respect the emerging autonomy of young people whilst ensuring their protection. However, unlike in cases involving 16 and 17-year-olds, the MCA  2005 cannot override a capacitated adult’s decision solely because it is deemed unwise. It is important to note that the DoLS framework applies only to adults aged 18 and over. Any deprivation of liberty for those under 18 must be legally authorized, often through a Secure Accommodation Order or by the High Court (Swindon Safeguarding Partnership, 2025). 

Safeguarding unborn children presents a unique challenge, as such a foetus does not have legal rights until it is born (House of Lords, 1994; Mason, Robertson, & Broadhurst, 2019). This limits intervention in cases where parental behaviours, such as substance misuse, may harm a child.  Whilst the SSWWA 2014, places a duty on local authorities to assess unborn children at risk and provide preventative services, legal actions to safeguard a child can only be applied once a child is born potentially delaying safeguarding protections (Mason, Robertson, & Broadhurst, 2019). Local authorities can also conduct pre-birth assessments if there are safeguarding concerns.  These assessments follow the Wales Safeguarding Procedures, ensuring multi-agency approach. In cases of significant harm, the unborn child can be placed under a Child Protection Plan (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019). In high-risk cases, local authorities may seek an Emergency Protection Order immediately after birth to ensure the child's safety (Children Act 1989, 1989).
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