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AIM(S)
· To enable students to understand, and analyse the evidence for religious concepts and habitual practices in ‘Celtic-speaking’ regions across Europe between the 5th century BC and the 4th century AD
· To enable students to understand and engage with scholarly approaches to the study of rituals and religions in the ancient Celtic world
· To chart and analyse unity and diversity of religious concepts and practices in the ancient Celtic world

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should: 
· display an understanding of and be able to analyse the diverse types of surviving evidence for Celtic religious activity between the 5th century BC and the 4th century AD; 
· demonstrate a coherent knowledge of specific Celtic ‘religions’ and their religious ideas and practices; 
· demonstrate a good understanding of the historical, social, political and religious contexts of Celtic religions, and how these affect our interpretation of religious practices and ideas;
· engage with modern scholarly approaches to Celtic religions and rituals, and relate this engagement to independent evaluations of the habitual and ritual practices of ancient religions, their thought-systems and their role(s) in ancient societies from the 5th century BC to the 4th century AD.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
Greek and Roman authors have painted a vivid picture of ‘Celtic religion’ in antiquity ever since their first encounter with ethnic groups whom they collectively called Keltoi or Galli. Classical works like Caesar’s ‘De Bello Gallico’ (Gallic Wars) are the source of our knowledge of Celtic religious practices, of priesthoods like the druids, and of the alleged human sacrifice practiced in Celtic societies. The aim of this module is to review these sources in the light of other evidence in order to get a more reliable, coherent understanding of the nature of religious concepts and practices across the Celtic-speaking ancient world. 

The module will establish a basis of discussion by subjecting the Greek and Roman texts to critical analysis. We shall then analyse pre-Roman Celtic religious activities and concepts, as well as those contemporary with the written classical sources, on the basis of archaeological and theonymic evidence. All the texts we read will be available in English translation. 

The first body of evidence assessed will be excavated pre-Roman cult sites like Ribemont-sur-Ancre, Gournay, Acy-la-Romance, Entremont and Glanum in Continental Europe, and Thetford and Hayling Island on the British Isles. Analysing their location, nature and archaeological finds will provide new insights into ritual practies in the Iron Age and help us understand geographical diversity and chronological development. We shall then turn to a second body of archaeological evidence: sculptures and their iconography, Iron Age coinage and pre-Roman inscriptions, including Celtiberian and Gallo-Greek finds. This leads us to a third section in which we focus on the staggering amount of evidence for ‘Celtic’ religions from the Roman period (1st–4th century AD). This period provides hundreds of Celtic theonyms and thousands of representations of deities and religious concepts that appear ‘Celtic’ in character. In this context, we may also engage with comparative material from medieval Welsh and Irish literature which may improve our understanding of concepts like the gods Epona, Lugus, Maponus and Nodons. In the final section of this module, the extent of the transformation that the ‘Celtic religions’ underwent from the Iron Age through the Roman period into Late Antiquity will be discussed in more detail, engaging with scholarly debates on sociocultural and religious change and the unity and diversity of the Celtic deities and cult practices across Europe.


LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Distance Learning - Moodle Units specifically devised for this topic will introduce the students to its concepts, principles and practices. A general introduction and explanation of central notions will be followed by case studies providing typical explanations and typical examples from Antiquity. These serve to develop the students’ understanding of the theoretical and historical aspects of the topic. Alongside written material, units will include introductory vidcasts, links to relevant websites and e-resources, scanned chapters from books and journals (in accordance with copyright law) as well as suggestions for further reading. Each Unit will contain clear instructions about the order in which students should consult the material as well as offering reasons for the inclusion of each item of material. Unit information will be geared towards the student achieving the module learning outcomes.
Tutorials, webinars and Skype sessions will be used in order to support discussion and critical evaluation of what has been learnt, as well as enabling students to pursue their own questions. Module information will supported by a news forum and a student forum to explore more fully the concepts, principles and practices of our topic, to explore aspects of the set reading for the Unit, or to enable clarification where confusion will have arisen. In addition, tutorial support is available through email, telephone or Skype conference with module tutors and the programme director.
Guided independent study allows students to further their independent learning skills with appropriate support provided by the module tutor(s). Much of this is included in the material contained in each Unit, though further guidance is available from module tutors and programme directors through email, telephone and Skype conference.
The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:
	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	
	

	Independent learning
	200
	100%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 – 50%

2,000-word Commentary on a key Classical text

Example:
Analyse Caesar’s description of Celtic religion in his De Bello Gallico VI 13-18. Make use of complementary ancient evidence to interpret and verify his account. 

Assessment Component 2 – 50%

2,000-word essay

Example:
Discuss whether human sacrifice existed in the Celtic World. Compare the available literary sources and the archaeological evidence.

Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%






EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)

	Does the module contribute to ESD?
	Yes


	
	

	If yes please provide brief details (no more than 100 words):

This module is designed in line with 2 of the 5 pedagogic approaches to sustainable development identified by UNESCO:
•             Critical and Creative thinking 
•             Systemic thinking
 
The module seeks to helps the student develop the fundamental skills of research and visual inquiry by introducing them to other cultures, religions and ethnicities – concepts that are useful across disciplines in the Humanities. This forms part of the sustainable assessment/sustainable teaching agenda which sees the assessment process as developing skills that can be used beyond the end of the programme of study and also the skills the individuals need to know in terms of working, learning and thriving in a future which is as yet unknown. The module will familiarise students with central tools and notions used in the Humanities, applicable well beyond Celtic Studies. It will therefore aid their development as critical researchers.

The module reflects upon broadly defined issues of sustainability, with historical study exploring social, ethical, cultural and economic issues.

The module encourages students to take an interest in the unique cultural heritage of Wales and other Celtic countries and the way they have been viewed by others. It fosters an understanding of ‘native’ religion and its later historical development that still shape people’s identities in Wales and other European countries today.



READING LIST

	Module Code
	HPCS4006

	Module Title
	Celtic Religions		

	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Core Reading
	Celtic Religions Green, Miranda, The Celtic world (London, 1995)
	☐

	Core Reading
	Green, Miranda, Symbol and image in Celtic religious art (London, 1989)
	☐

	Core Reading
	Haeussler, Ralph & Tony King, Continuity and Innovation in Religion in the Roman West, 2 vols. (Portsmouth, Rhode Island, JRA supplement 67, 2007-2008) 
	☐

	Suggested Reading
	Cunliffe, Barry, ‘In the fabulous Celtic Twilight’, Larissa Bonfante (ed.), The Barbarians of Ancient Europe. Realities and Interactions (Cambridge, 2011), pp. 190–210
	☐

	Suggested Reading
	Green, Miranda, Caesar’s Druids. Study of an Ancient Priesthood (London, 2010)
	☐

	Suggested Reading
	Green, Miranda, Exploring the World of the Druids (London, 1997)
	☐

	Suggested Reading
	Green, Miranda, ‘Pagan Celtic Religion: Archaeology and Myth’, in Transactions of the Honourable Society of Cymmrodorion (1990), 13–28 [on National Library of Wales website]
	☐

	Suggested Reading
	Haselgrove, Colin, Iron Age coinage and ritual practises (Mainz, 2005)
	☐

	Suggested Reading
	Henig, Martin and Tony King (eds), Pagan gods and shrines (Oxford 1986)

	☐

	Suggested Reading
	Koch, John T. and John Carey, The Celtic Heroic Age. Literary Sources for Ancient Celtic Europe & early Ireland & Wales (4th extended and revised edn.; Aberystwyth, 2003) 
	☐

	Suggested Reading
	Koch, John T. (ed.), Celtic Culture: A Historical Encyclopedia (5 vols; Santa Barbara and Oxford, 2006)
	☐

	Suggested Reading
	Lepetz, Sébastien & William van Andringa (eds), Archéologie du sacrifice animal en Gaule romaine: rituels et pratiques alimentaires (Montagnac, 2008).
	☐

	Suggested Reading
	Maier, Bernhard, Dictionary of Celtic Religion and Culture (Woodbridge, 1997)
	☐

	Suggested Reading
	Nash, Daphne, ‘Reconstructing Poseidonios “Celtic Ethnography”: Some Considerations’, Britannia, 7 (1976), 111–26 
	☐

	Suggested Reading
	Ross, Anne, Pagan Celtic Britain: studies in iconography and tradition (London, 2nd ed.,1968)
	☐

	Suggested Reading
	Tierney, J. J., ‘The Celtic Ethnography of Poseidonius’, Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy, 60 (1960), 189-275 [available through JSTOR]
	☐

	Suggested Reading
	Van Andringa, William (ed.) Archéologie des sanctuaires en Gaule romaine (Saint-Etienne 2000).
	☐

	Suggested Reading
	Webster, G., Celtic Religion in Roman Britain (Totowa, NJ 1987)
	☐

	Suggested Reading
	Webster, Jane, ‘A Dirty Window on the Iron Age? Recent Developments in the Archaeology of Pre-Roman Celtic Religion’, in: Katja Ritari (ed.), Understanding Celtic Religion. Revisiting the Celtic Past (Cardiff, 2015) [available at TSD as an e-book]
	☒

	Suggested Reading
	Webster, Jane, ‘Interpretatio: Roman Word Power and the Celtic Gods’, in Britannia, 26 (1995), 153–61. [On JSTOR]
	☒
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