2

Judith Walton 2315393.
HPEN5033: Written exercise on early textual history and performance – Doctor Faustus.

THE | TRAGICALL | Hiʃtory of D. Fauʃtus. | As it hath bene A[c]ted by the Right | Honourable the Earle of Nottingham his ʃervants. | Written by Ch. Marl. | [printers stamp depicts a boy with wings upon his right arm and with his left hand holding, or fastened to, a weight within a decorative oval shaped border] | LONDON | Printed by V.S. for Thomas Buʃhell. 1604.
The 1604 printed edition of Christopher Marlowe’s play, Doctor Faustus, was produced in the quarto format.[footnoteRef:1] This printing method was created by printing eight pages onto a full sheet of paper, four pages on each side. The sheet of paper was then folded twice to form four leaves of a book. The gatherings, or quires, were sewn together to create and produce the completed publication.  [1:   Christopher Marlowe, The Tragicall History of D. Faustus, London 1604, <https://www.proquest.com/books/tragicall-history-d-faustus-as-hath-bene-acted/docview/2240937580/se-2>  Accessed: 19 September 2024.] 

There is uncertainty surrounding when Christopher Marlowe’s The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus was originally written. Two possible suggestions are 1588 and 1592, the latter being the year preceding Marlowe’s death at a Deptford Tavern in May 1593. A Ballad Of The Life And Deathe Of  Doctor Faustus The Great Cunngerer was allegedly entered into the stationers register to Richard Jones on 28th February 1589. However, despite research on this entry, evidence of this has not been found. Doctor Faustus may have performed at Belsavage Playhouse in 1588, although there is no reliable evidence of such performances.[footnoteRef:2] Despite no available records of performances before 1594, Phillip Henslowe, a prominent theatrical businessman at the time, maintained diary records that gave us a valuable glimpse into the history of the theatrical world in the 1600s. Henslowe’s diary entries document that the play was performed by The Admirals Men (also named the Admiral's Company and then known as the Earl of Nottingham's Men after 1603) 24 times between 1594 and 1597 at The Rose Theatre in Southwark, London.[footnoteRef:3] Playing companies would take on an aristocratic patron. This patronage played a vital role in the legitimacy and survival of these companies by giving them credibility and financial support. The companies would be known by their patron's names, officially referred to as ‘the servants’ of the noble patron. The patron of The Admirals Men was Charles Howard, The First Earl of Nottingham, who later became England’s Lord High Admiral, the change of title being reflected in the group's name.[footnoteRef:4] In 1587, Henslowe and John Cholmley built The Rose, one of London's three large, permanent playhouses. In 1591, Henslowe partnered with The Admirals Men. Although little documentation remains of the performers within the company, the Admiral's lead actor was Edward Alleyn. Alleyn had been a member of The Admiral’s Men before performing with Lord Strange’s Men. He rejoined The Admiral’s Men and married Henslowe's stepdaughter Joan Woodward in 1592, with Henslowe becoming his father-in-law and business partner.[footnoteRef:5] [2:  David Bevington, Eric Rasmussen, Doctor Faustus A- and B- Texts (1604, 1616) Christopher Marlowe, (Manchester University Press, 1992), p2.]  [3:  Reginald A Foakes, Henslowe's Diary. 2nd edition, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002).]  [4:  Robert W Kenny. Elizabeth's Admiral: The Political Career of Charles Howard, Earl of Nottingham 1536–1624. (Baltimore, the Johns Hopkins Press, 1970).]  [5:  G. L. Hosking, The Life and Times of Edward Alleyn, (London: Jonathan Cape, 1952.)] 

Valentine Simmes was the printer responsible for the earliest edition of Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus in 1604 for the bookseller Thomas Bushell. It is stated on the cover of Thomas Dekker’s The Shoemakers Holiday, 1600, that Simmes ‘was dwelling at the foote of Adling Hill, neere Bernards Castle, at the signe of the White Swanne.’[footnoteRef:6]  The use of printer stamps on books was not only a decorative addition but was compulsory in identifying the source of the material, much like modern-day registered logos and trademarks. Simmes’ work was identifiable by his registered stamp, ‘A boy with wings on his right arm with his left hand holding or fastened to a weight’.[footnoteRef:7] Simmes was recognised as one of the best printers of his generation; however, despite his good working reputation, he was constantly in trouble for printing unauthorised works. [6:  Thomas Dekker, The Shoemakers Holiday, London 1600, <https://www.art.com/ products/p56694772170-sa-i10120214/titlepage-of-the-shoemaker-s-holiday-by-thomas-dekker-1600.htm> Accessed 22 September 2024.]  [7:  Robert Brunlees McKerrow, Printers And Publishers Devices In England And Scotland, 1485 – 1640. London 1913. p51.] 

In 1595 he was caught printing the “Grammar and Accidence” and his press was seized, his type melted and he was compelled to transfer his apprentice to James Roberts, being forbidden to take another until that one was out of his time. In 1599 he was named in a list of fourteen printers who were strictly forbidden to print satyres or epigrams, and was fined a shilling, perhaps in connection with the same matter. On another occasion he was caught printing a ballad against Sir Walter Raleigh, when it is said Bishop Bancroft warned the printer that he could have hanged him long before, if he had wished to do so. In 1622 he was prohibited by the order of the High Commissioners from working as a master printer and was allowed a pension of £4 a year by the Company of Stationers.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Ronald Brunlees McKerrow, Dictionary of Printers and Booksellers In England, Scotland And Ireland And Of Foreign Printers Of English Books 1557-1640. London 1910. p 245.] 

Thomas Bushell, the bookseller for the 1604 printed edition of Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus, is known to have been a bookseller in London between 1599 and 1617, located at The North Door of St. Paul’s, London. Bushell had worked as an apprentice to Nicholas Ling, a stationer of London, for eight years between 1590 - 1591 and 1598 - 1599 before establishing himself as an independent bookseller.[footnoteRef:9] Bushell registered this edition of Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus, entering it into the stationers register on 7 January 1601, three years before printing was completed.[footnoteRef:10] This version of the play, known as the A-text, was thought to be the closest version of the play as performed initially. In 1609, George Eld published a second edition for the bookseller John Wright of Newgate, London, following Bushell's transfer of the rights to the play to Wright. Wright registered this on The Stationers Register on 13th September 1610.[footnoteRef:11] This edition was a direct reprint of the 1604 play. The text, a mere 1485 lines long, is considered short for an English Renaissance play. The 1616 quarto, published by Wright and known as the ‘B’ text, enlarged and altered the text. This second text was reprinted again in 1619, 1620, 1624, and 1631 with the additions and alterations made by the minor playwright and actor Samuel Rowley and William Borne. The 1616 version omits 36 lines but includes 676 new lines. Within the lines shared by both the 1604 and later versions, small yet significant changes to wording have been made. [9:  McKerrow R. B, pp 58.]  [10:  Arber, Edward, A Transcript of the Stationers’ Registers. 1554-1640, vol. 3. p178.]  [11:  Arber, Edward, A Transcript of the Stationers’ Registers. 1554-1640, vol. 3. p422.] 

The inconsistent naming of the Bad Angel as ‘Spirit’ and ‘Evill An’ in contrast with the A-texts consistent use of ‘Evil Angel’.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Bevington, D, Rasmussen, E, p 75.] 

Some of the changes made reflect the historical relevance of the time, such as the alteration of the A-text’s ‘…which yearly stuffs old Phillips treasury’ to the past tense in the B-text, ‘…that yearly stuffed old Phillips treasury’ may have been introduced to reflect the death of Phillip II of Spain in 1598. The title cover page of the publications of Doctor Faustus in 1609 and 1611 names George Eld as being the printer for John Wright; however, the expanded B-text versions printed in 1616 and five subsequent printings between 1619 and 1631, also for John Wright, do not state the printer. This is an unusual omission as the printer is normally identifiable by name or unique printing device stamp. To avoid legal action, the printer may have omitted their name in potentially controversial books, as Doctor Faustus could have been perceived at that time due to its interaction with the occult. It is thought that Nicholas Okes may have been responsible for printing these later B-texts, having found similar errors caused by damaged letters from his printing press on publications he produced.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Dr Faustus 1616: A Bibliographical Mystery Solved, <https://malonesociety.com/news/doctor-faustus-1616-a-bibliographical-mystery-solved/> Accessed 22 September 2024. ] 

Doctor Faustus has been controversial due to its alleged interaction with the demonic realm. Before Marlowe, few authors had ventured into this kind of writing. Following the success of his play, Marlowe opened the door to allow other authors to expand their views of the spiritual world.
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