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Language and literacy in the digital age
Introduction
There are various benefits of storytelling to young children. Neaum (2012) concluded that storytelling supplies children with opportunity for language acquisition and development. Similarly, Baby Sparks (2020) state that storytelling is influential in furthering a child’s language development. Visser-Bochane et al. (2020) identify that for children, language development is vital for overall progress in life. Despite this, Agosto (2016) notes that many of the benefits of storytelling are based on observations rather than research. Digital literacy should also be considered when assessing children’s language development. Children are becoming more familiar with developing their digital literacy as they are using the internet for games and reading (Levy and Marsh, 2011). 
Video Analysis
The two storytelling activities will be analysed in detail. Onomatopoeia is used in the story with words such as “swishy swashy” and “splash splosh”. British Broadcasting Corporation (2023b) defines onomatopoeia as words which sound like what the word means. According to Attridge (1984) onomatopoeia provides children with realistic representations of the world. Motamedi et al. (2020) state that onomatopoeia is beneficial in language development for young children as it provides them with sensory links to the words used. Similarly, Asmaa (2017) concluded that onomatopoeia does have a positive influence on a child’s language development. However, Attridge (1984) notes that for onomatopoeia to effective, children must understand what the words mean. Therefore, it may have been beneficial for the storyteller to discuss what the words mean. However, the pictures in the book did give an indication of what the words were. In addition to this, Wulandari and ITS (2002) explain that in bilingual story books, sounds may sound different in the different languages. Therefore, it may be beneficial for the storyteller to consider if there are bilingual children in the class and if the onomatopoeic words used in the story may have a different meaning in a different language. The use of props alongside the use of onomatopoeia helps children understand what the onomatopoeic words mean in the story. The onomatopoeic words are repeated in the story. Baby Sparks (2020) identifies that repetition also aids in a child’s language development. Therefore, the repetition of the aim of the story and the events that occur may encourage the children to develop their understanding of the language used. 
Props were used in the traditional storytelling activity. Alavesa, Ojala and Zanni (2014) found that props provide an audience with a more enjoyable experience when listening to storytelling. Props can make the listener feel like they’re in the story (Changing minds, 2023). The different props used by the storyteller in this activity draw attention of the listeners to the key features and events that occur during the story, such as the water for the river and a teddy for the bear. Speech and language (2016) states that having an object to accompany a word used is beneficial for a child’s language development. The props provide the audience with physical engagement and keeps the audiences attention as new props are used in each different scene in the story. 
However, Smyth (2005) notes that props should only be used to gain attention and interest, they should not be used to lead the story. Vocabulary is also developed as the props are used by the children and they are asked what each prop feels like. The storyteller in both activities asks questions to the children and responded to questions the children asked. According to Strasser (2018), responding to a child’s questions gives them a deeper understanding of information. When the storyteller asks the children questions such as “what came first?” and “what did they find?”, they are assisting in developing the children’s receptive and expressive language. Blossom children’s centre (2020) explains that children can use words to indicate their expressive and receptive language. Therefore, by asking children questions and allowing them to respond, the children can demonstrate their understanding. The Welsh Government (2019) states that by 5 years of age, children should be able to give opinions and ideas. As the children listening to the activity are over the age of 5, the storyteller asks the children questions such as “how might the bear be feeling?” to demonstrate their understanding of the story and encourage them to give their ideas. 
J.F. Skinner coined the idea of operant conditioning whereby children’s behaviour is reinforced by reward (McLeod, 2023). The storyteller gave verbal praise to the children who participated in answering questions, reinforcing the engaging behaviour and language used by the children. McLaughlin (2010) discusses how Noam Chomsky criticised Skinner for suggesting that a child’s language is developed through thorough parenting and mirrored behaviour. Al-Harbi (2020) explains that Chomsky instead suggested that children are born with a language acquisition device which allows them to learn language and vocabulary easily. Similarly, to Chomsky, Jerome Bruner suggested that children do naturally learn and develop language but need others to use the language to develop their learning (Pound, 2016). The storyteller was interacting with the children throughout both storytelling activities. Pound (2016) notes that Bruner’s interaction theory suggests that children require interaction to further their language development. Similarly, Vygotsky stated that social interactions promote language development in children (Gowrie Marketing, 2022). Consequently, the interactions between the children and the storyteller were beneficial for language development.
In both storytelling activities, the storyteller uses characterization. British Broadcasting Corporation (2023) defines characterisation as the creation of a fictional character. The storyteller takes on the characterization of one of the family members in the story. Smyth (2005) concludes that volume and tone mirror the mood in a story and therefore should be used for effect. A varied level of volume is used by the storyteller. When the storyteller reads the words “it’s a bear!” in a loud voice, this indicates to the children that the family in the story are experiencing a powerful emotion of fear. Cambridge Dictionary (2023) defines prosody as the rhythm and intonation used in speech. Veenendaal, Groen and Verhoeven (2014) concluded that children’s use of prosody in their speech furthers their written language development. Cinelli (2021) states that prosody lays the foundation for language acquisition and development. 
Pages were turned in both the traditional storytelling activity and the digital storytelling activity. Davis (2023) explains that page turning assists in setting the tone for each new scene. The digital storytelling activity promotes children’s digital literacy skills by using a PowerPoint to click through pages of the book. The curriculum and digital competence framework aim to assist practitioners with the skills children should be aiming for and how practitioners can support this. The UK Government (2018) and the Welsh Government (2020) places an emphasis on learning digital skills for the future. Despite this, Birken (2017, cited in ABC news, 2020) found a correlation between handheld screen time and expressive speech delay. The storyteller turned their attention to the screen when doing the digital storytelling activity. This may have caused the children to become less engaged with the activity. Smyth (2005) states that eye contact is beneficial during storytelling. The storyteller also points more during the traditional storytelling activity, this may be due to having a physical copy of the book in their hands. 
Both storytelling activities promote children’s oracy, reading and writing. Speaker, Taylor, and Kamen (2005) found that children had better language development if they had listened to stories. Pearson (2023) concludes that children who read everyday develop a broader vocabulary. National literacy trust (2020) state that reading promotes a child vocabulary and confidence. However, some children are no longer read to by parents as a result in increased screentime (National literacy trust, 2020). In addition to an increased screentime, children may also not have access to books at home. National literacy trust (2017) found that there over 12.5% of children in the UK who do not have access to books at home. A child’s family income may also affect their language development. Children living in poverty tend to be poor readers and are more likely to have delayed language (The Borgen Project, 2015). With the benefits of reading for language, reading and oracy skills, practitioners should aim to provide children with enough opportunities for them to read books and listen to storytelling. 
However, there are some children who may experience language delay. Jayakody (2021) explains that the ROBO1 gene assist with language development. Wright (2020) describes that the impairment of the ROBO1 gene is linked to dyslexia and delayed reading disorders. When assessing language development and delays, bilingualism should also be considered. Baker and Lewis (2011) suggest that language delay is caused by children learning more than one language. However, Byers-Heinlen and Lew-Williams (2018) state that bilingual children are not more likely to experience speech and language delays. In addition, the Welsh Government (2021) explains that children should be encouraged to learn and develop different languages so that they can better understand communities, cultures, and relationships. Poor language skills have been linked to crime. Winstanley, Webb and Conti-Ramsden (2018) stated that a large number of offenders had developmental language disorders and were at a higher risk of being charged. Consequently, language development may have an impact on a child later in life and practitioners should promote it where possible.   
Other early literacy activities are also key in the development of children's oracy, reading and writing. Practitioners can promote literacy in other activities. The UK Government (no date) states that language development can be progressed through creative activities that include exploration or music. Raising children network (2023) suggests that playing word games and drawing are other activities that assist in developing a child’s language. Mullen (2017) highlights the importance of nursery rhymes for language development and states that nursery rhymes provide children with interactive experiences to new words and concepts. It therefore may be beneficial for the practitioner doing the storytelling activity to find a song or rhyme to accompany the story to promote the children’s vocabulary. Oracy and language are developed at the same time (UK Government, no date). Therefore, by encouraging children to discuss events in the book, they may be expanding their language. Through storytelling activities, children observe and listen to modelled behaviour, this assists in their language development (Department for Education, 2023). 
Foetuses’ ability to feel the rhythm of language, may be the first steps to an infant acquiring language (University of Kansas, 2017). Itczak (2022) states that when babies can decipher sounds and develop their first stages of language, they begin to coo which later leads to babbling. A child’s speech develops from babble and when babies develop an understanding of words they listen to, they’re developing their language and vocabulary (UK Government, no date). It is suggested that babies have their own language. Dunstan’s baby language suggests that babies have 5 sounds which they use to communicate before they cry (Franti et al., 2018). Consequently, babies may have more of an understanding of language than people may initially think. From 12-15 months babies should be able to say 10 single words and may understand more words than they can say (Welsh Government, 2019). This is also known as the holophrastic stage, and it is the stage in which infants first start to decode and understand speech (Neaum, 2012). British broadcasting corporation (2012) explained that an Estyn report found that children’s reading and writing skills were much poorer than their verbal skills. Therefore, practitioners should encourage children to use their reading and writing skills just as much as their oracy. The storyteller in these activities promotes the children’s reading skills by reading to them but could ask the children to write answers to questions to promote their writing development also. 
Conclusion
To conclude, storytelling is beneficial for children’s language development. Storytellers should consider aspects which may have an influence on a child’s language development such as low income. Aspects of the storytelling activities such as onomatopoeia, characterization and the use of props were useful in providing the children with engaging opportunities to develop their language. Digital literacy should be considered when planning an activity based on language development as there is a growing need for children to be digitally competent. From the analysis of the storytelling activities, the storyteller’s digital storytelling skills need to be worked on to ensure children can build upon their own digital literacy skills. Practitioners should also consider theorists views on language development and form their own opinions on what works best for the children. 
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