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Society is derived from the Latin word ‘socius’ meaning companion (English Oxford Living Dictionaries, 2019) and can include an aggregate of people who live together in ordered communities, sharing ideas and making decisions (Cambridge Dictionary, 2019). The people within the community share customs, language, laws, political systems, organisations and behavioural traits which differentiate right from wrong. This is effectively known as socialisation. Socialisation ensures that levels of cohesion are stable enough for society to be sustained in its form. Socialisation is central to early years of development continuing through into adulthood and beyond. Education has a crucial role in the process of socialisation.  
Socialisation initiates at birth and continues throughout adult life; it is endorsed by family members and schools teaching children values, norms and manners. Children learn many of their behavioural traits from others; what is acceptable in oppose to, what is unacceptable. Children display their behaviour patterns whilst in social groups, adapting their behavioural expectations appropriately. Education provides non-academic transferrable social skills, which are key to the success of the individual whilst in and seeking employment (Bartlett and Burton, 2012).
Academia plays a pivotal role in both our everyday lives and society. It creates and maintains a society which is stable and is seen as an investment to individuals and our nation as a whole. The future of our economy, is highly dependent on it. Education provides basic skills for all children of compulsory school age, which are then utilised by the individual as they progress through life. Essentially, it could be referred to as a life skill rather than a basic skill; it provides individuals with the ability to read, write and perform mathematically operations enabling reasoning and problem solving (Bartlett and Burton, 2012). To keep up with our fast, moving modern world, the ability to be digital competent has been added to the list of essential life skills alongside literacy and numeracy (Welsh Government, 2018).
 Education is currently undergoing reform in Wales, with the prospect of the curriculum being adapted to allow for the emphasis on transferrable skills for the future success of employment (Successful Futures, 2015). Education does not favour gender, social and family background, ethnicity or religion. However, some children achieve marginal differences in their attainment upon completion of their education. This difference in attainment can put an individual at a distinct social disadvantage in which they find themselves detached from society via social exclusion.
Social exclusion develops over time and gradually depletes singular persons, families, neighbourhoods and groups of people of resources which are needed to socially, financially and politically engage in society (Pierson, 2016). According to GOV.UK (2013), social exclusion prevents individuals from fully engaging with society due to several factors which could include one or more of; family circumstances, poor educational attainment with low literacy and numeracy levels, mental health problems, dependency on drugs and/or alcohol, domestic violence, physical ill health, cultural differences, poor housing, unemployment, income related poverty, age,  a victim or perpetrator of crime or an individual who feels they are at risk of discrimination via sex, disability, religion, ethnic origin, race, creed, belief, sexual orientation or gender reassignment. However, according to Pierson (2017), exclusion is a direct consequence from the relationship between low income and poverty. Persons who are at risk of social exclusion, feel cut off from society and no longer partake in social activities within their communities and institutions, including schools. There are negative consequences for children whose parents who do not actively get involved in their education. Over time, persons affected by social exclusion disengage and become socially isolated not accessing services available to them. This has a knock on effect for all persons within the surrounding vicinity. For individuals to feel inclusive to society, exclusion needs to be addressed via social inclusion.
According to The Charity Commission (2001), social inclusion results from people and their communities taking positive actions to change their habits from social exclusion. To address social inclusion, individuals who feel socially excluded, need assistance and guidance from others to positively integrate into society. Intervention programmes offered in local communities in either village halls, schools or community centres often offer; crèche facilities, parent and toddler groups and classes, play schemes and/or Family Learning - where parents actively work in partnership with their children, gaining new skills and developing their education, thus widening their employment opportunities. 
Schools that actively involve the community have reported positive influences on the learning outcomes of children. According to the Welsh Government (2014), a child whose parents engage in reading activities during the first year of schooling, performed better when compared to children whose parents read less frequently. Other simple measures such as sharing with parents, the learning expectations of their child. This ensures that parents fully understand what their child is learning and how to aid them at home. Many of the schemes that operate take place in communities that are considered to be in deprivation and target individuals who may have low educational attainment, lone parents/carers or individuals who may suffer with; anxiety, a physical disability, income related poverty, or individuals who feel they are at risk of discrimination. 
Communities which are considered to be in deprivation are undergoing regeneration via European Structural Funds (Welsh Government, 2018) to improve their community’s social and economic circumstances by supporting people into work, education and training. Within these communities, local networking groups are organised to involve the people living in the area to make joint decisions on issues which will affect them (The Charity Commission, 2001). Educational awareness campaigns encourage third sector support providers to; organise their services, ensuring that the requirements of persons are met, whilst engaging the general population to be more knowledgeable and attentive of excluded people and their needs.
The Welsh Government, to ensure equality amongst individuals who at risk of exclusion via discrimination, have a funding programme called ‘Equality and Inclusion Programme’ which specifically targets individuals who are at risk from their gender, race, gender identity and sexual orientation, disability,  victims of crime, Gypsy and Traveller families and refugee and asylum seekers. The funding programme targets these specific individuals, via support groups to actively engage in education and integrate into society, to improve their outcomes (Welsh Government, 2017). 
Social class and financial background are considered to be two factors which directly affect achievement in education (Bartlett and Burton, 2012). Social class is used to describe a society based on its hierarchy status, with statisticians using occupational status as an indicator to measure a person’s social class (Warren, 2009). It has been identified that there is a link between wealth and education, as a person’s financial background is said to reflect whether they are at a social advantage or disadvantage (Bartlett and Burton, 2012). 
A child’s educational achievements are often linked to their family background, with pupils from financially stable families doing better at school (Bartlett and Burton, 2012). According to Warren (2009), children from poorer backgrounds are less likely to achieve exam success. Free school meal eligibility is used by schools, as an indicator to identify pupils living in poverty (Bartlett and Burton, 2012). According to Welsh Government (2014), poverty is defined as a lack of resources which in time leads to deprivation, following a lack of opportunities and resources. According to the Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2018), seven hundred and ten thousand of the Welsh population live in poverty, with one hundred and eighty five thousand of this represented by children. Both poverty and deprivation link closely to attainment, with children from poorer backgrounds failing to achieve their expected levels when compared to children from more affluent families. A child starting school at the age of five, as reported by the Welsh Government (2014), is already at a disadvantage by being at least twelve months behind others in their vocabulary, when compared to children from financially stable backgrounds. To address this issue, early intervention schemes are said to be the most effective way of improving attainment and outcomes (Hills, Le Grand and Piachaud, 2002). 
No single intervention programme is said to improve attainment amongst children from poorer backgrounds. To address the link between poverty and attainment, the Welsh Government through its ‘Raising ambition and attainment in Welsh school’, is adopting a whole school approach in collaboration with multi-agency programmes, including; Flying Start, Action for Children, Pori Drwy Stori, Communities First, Family Learning, Adult Community Learning and Families First.
Action for Children is a support service that was established in Wales in 1922, with its purpose being to engage with families supporting and addressing issues, which could potentially prevent children from fully achieving their potential. They are also work in collaboration with health boards, local authorities and other organisations, ensuring support provision is available for disadvantaged children and their families through over one hundred projects (Action for Children, 2019). 
Flying Start (Welsh Government, 2017) is support initiative programme for children under four years of age and their families. The Welsh Government has ensured that its Flying Start flagship programme, is a key priority in their Tackling Poverty agenda. Flying Start operates free early nursery provision in areas considered to be in deprivation, thus releasing the parent to attend either training opportunities or seek employment. They also provide an enhanced health visiting service, offering parental advice and early years referral if required. Parenting programmes and language and play groups to promote speech, language and communication are also offered to parents. However, Flying Start has been criticised for restricting its services to targeted communities alone (BBC Wales, 2018).
Similarly, Communities First targets communities in Wales which are considered deprived. Through its First Pupil Deprivation Grant, schools are actively encouraged to work collaboratively with communities to raise attainment levels of children from poorer backgrounds by providing intervention programmes suitable for all persons. Included in their list is Family Learning, English for Speakers of Other Languages and Adult Community Learning. Unfortunately in March 2018, the Welsh Government decided to scrap Communities First, after spending an estimated three hundred million since it was first set up in 2001 (BBC Wales, 2017). The scheme was phased out, as a result of not being hugely successful in eradicating poverty in Wales (Welsh Government, 2017).
The Welsh Government are currently utilising a whole school and multi-agency approach, collaboratively working together to ensure equality for all, regardless of; disability, gender, age, race, marriage or civil partnerships, religion or belief, gender reassignment, pregnancy or maternity, sex or sexual orientation – better known as the protected characteristics under the Equality Act 2010 (Government Equalities Office, 2010). The Equality Act 2010, amalgamates over one hundred pieces of legislation adopted by the Government to ensure that Britain is working towards, being an equal and fair place for all populations (Government Equalities Office, 2011). Under the Equality Act 2010, children from poorer backgrounds are protected, to ensure they are not at risk of inequality as a result of their socio-economic background. This is of particular importance in schools, where all children have the right to access education in order to learn. For children who have a recognised disability, schools must accommodate their disability by providing reasonable adjustments, thus protecting their right to an education. However, there are exceptions which are applicable to single sex schools are schools with a religious background (Department for Education, 2014). In addition, addition, the Act also reminds public bodies of their duties to provide services to accommodate and support poorer individuals, in a bid to relieve them of their poverty.
All children, regardless of their socio-economic background deserve the right to a fair and equal education. However, there are limiting factors which impact upon children and their families, resulting in them being at a disadvantage when compared to others. Social exclusion and poverty are two key factors, which are considered to be partly responsible for children attaining less when compared to their more affluent peers. To try and reduce the link between poverty, socio economic background and attainment, the Welsh Government has implemented several key initiatives to support vulnerable children, their families and surrounding communities. However, the impact from such schemes is slow with moderate results and of high cost to the Government. There is no quick solution to narrowing the gap, but hopefully with time, perseverance and continued financial support (even in periods of austerity), the gap will eventually even out, achieving equality for all, regardless of the protected characteristics of the Equality Act 2010 (Government Equalities Office, 2010).
References

Action for Children (2019) Family support services in Wales. Available at: https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/what-we-do/our-work-in-wales/family-support-services/ (Accessed: 17 February 2019).

Bartlett, S. And Burton, D. (2012) Introduction to Education Studies. London: SAGE Publications.

BBC Wales (2017) Communities First anti poverty scheme axing defended. Available at:  https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-politics-40353358 (Accessed: 24 February 2019).
     
BBC Wales (2018) Flying Start child poverty scheme ‘excluded’ families. Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-politics-43157012 (Accessed: 24 February 2019).

Cambridge Dictionary (2019) Society. Available at: https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/society (Accessed: 16 February 2019).

Department for Education (2014) The Equality Act 2010 and schools: Departmental advice for school leaders, school staff, governing bodies and local authorities. Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/315587/Equality_Act_Advice_Final.pdf (Accessed: 24 February 2019).

English Oxford Living Dictionaries (2019) Society. Available at: https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/society (Accessed: 15 February 2019).

Government Equalities Office (2010) Equality Act 2010: What Do I Need To Know? A Summary Guide To Your Rights. London: Crown copyright 2010.

Government Equalities Office (2011) The Equality Act, making equality real. Leeds: CDS.

GOV.UK (2013) Guidance: Example Objects – Social Inclusion. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/example-charitable-objects/example-objects-social-inclusion (Accessed: 17 February 2019).

Hills, J., Le Grand, J. and Piachaud, D. (2002) Understanding Social Exclusion. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2018) Poverty in Wales 2018. Available at: https://www.jrf.org.uk/file/51053/download?token=3VDgBWe7&filetype=briefing (Accessed: 24 February 2019).

Pierson, J. H. (2016) Tackling Poverty And Social Exclusion. 3rd Ed. Oxon: Routledge.
 
Successful Futures (2015) Independent Review of Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales. Available at: https://www.nasuwt.org.uk/asset/A788604C-3046-4005-A1EA0EAFF023E0DD/ (Accessed: 17 February 2019). 

The Charity Commission (2001) The Promotion of Social Inclusion. Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/359358/socinc.pdf (Accessed: 17 February 2019).

Warren, S. (2009) An Introduction to Education Studies. London: Continuum International Publishing Group.

Welsh Government (2014) Rewriting the future: Raising ambition and attainment in Welsh schools. Available at: https://beta.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-03/rewriting-the-future-raising-ambition-and-attainment-in-welsh-schools.pdf (Accessed: 22 February 2019).

Welsh Government (2017) Communities First. Available at: https://gov.wales/topics/people-and-communities/communities/communitiesfirst/?lang=en (Accessed: 24 February 2019).

Welsh Government (2017) Equality and Inclusion Programme. Available at: https://gov.wales/docs/dsjlg/publications/equality/170908-eandi-programme-info-en.pdf (Accessed: 18 February 2019).

Welsh Government (2017) Flying Start. Available at: https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/what-we-do/our-work-in-wales/family-support-services/ (Accessed: 17 February 2019).
 
Welsh Government (2018) Digital Competence Framework guidance. Available at: https://learning.gov.wales/docs/learningwales/publications/180620-dcf-guidance-2018-en.pdf (Accessed: 16 February 2019).
 
Welsh Government (2018) European Structural Funds 2014-2020. Available at: https://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/2014-2020/?lang=en (Accessed: 18 February 2019).

 
