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Rosen, Cheever and Carrier (2015) argue that crime is mainly linked to and expressed through deviance. Cook (2006, p. 1) suggests deviance can be the definition of;
‘Deviance can often be defined as an attitude or action which can sometimes violate the norms within a society. Therefore, crime is deviance which violates a law, both crime and deviance represent the understanding of how society constructs what is classed as appropriate’.

Upon focusing on the development of crime and the death penalty within society, it is important to focus on Emile Durkheim's (1858-1975) work. Durkheim was one of the first sociologists to study crime. He argued that both crime and punishment are linked, and if we do not fully understand discipline, therefore, we cannot understand crime (Lemert, 2000). Durkheim (1858-1975) understands crimes by identifying two social facts relating to crime and deviance, such as norms and values. He believed that there are three key ideas relating to crime such as crime is unavoidable within society and even necessary to make sure society function. First, he believed that crime has a positive role in society and, as a result, improves society's overall well-being (Marsh, 2007; Hilbert, 2017). He also thought that too much crime is bad for society and would eventually cause humanity to collapse, although he argued that, on the other hand, social control within society is also essential for the overall function (Melossi, 2008; Siegel, 2016; Brownstein, 2015). Moreover, Durkheim’s work suggests that not every individual member of society can be equally committed to the shared values and moral beliefs of the society in which we live (Gabor, 1994). 
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