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[bookmark: _Toc22250703]Executive Summary
The aim of this report was to provide research and evidence on the topic of reinstating the Death penalty as a criminal consequence in the United Kingdom. Many sources were used to collect relevant information for the argument. The results were inconclusive as strong cases were given for each side of the debate. A mutual view was that Capital Punishment should only be used for serious crimes. It is recommended that the government have set criterion for a crime to be punishable by death in the future if the death penalty is practiced in the United Kingdom again.
Introduction
The death penalty is the legal killing of a criminal as punishment for their crime, it is also known as capital punishment. Early techniques involved hanging but developed into more effective methods such as lethal injection in modern times. Since its abolishment homicide rates in the United Kingdom have increased. Therefore, the purpose of this report is to evaluate and discuss the whether the death penalty should be reintroduced as a punishment for crime in the United Kingdom.
[bookmark: _Toc22250704]Reasons Supporting the Death Penalty
[bookmark: _Toc22250705]Homicide Rates
One argument for the return of the death penalty is, since the abolishment of capital punishment under The Murder (Abolition of Death Penalty) Act in 1965, homicide rates have on average increased although not every year. This act replaced the death penalty as the consequence for murder with life imprisonment. By the late twentieth century the rate of murders per one-million people had more than doubled since the passing of the act in 1965.  Figure 1 by Berman below shows the difference since the Murder (Abolition of Death Penalty) Act of 1965 was introduced up until the early twenty-first century. (Berman, 2005). This supports the return of capital punishment in the United Kingdom because there were less homicides per one-million people before its abolishment. This shows that the severe punishment of death in the United Kingdom worked more effectively in deterring people from committing the worst types of crimes such murder. 
[image: ]Figure 1. (Gavin Berman 2005) Graph on homicide rates in England and Wales from 1946-2003/04

[bookmark: _Toc22250706]Life sentences as a deterrent
Another factor relating to the Murder (Abolition of Death Penalty) Act 1965 is that a life sentence may not mean until the death of the criminal. A judge can sentence to life in prison with no minimum term however as shown in the Criminal Justice Act 2003, not all life sentences mean that the prisoner is locked up until death. As the act sets out that murder using a weapon is a minimum term of twenty-five years and means the offender can be released if the parole board find they are no longer a danger to society. It also has different regulations for different age groups. In the case of serious offences such as more than one murder, abductions or serious sexual assaults and more, if the offender is aged over twenty-one then the starting sentence can be a whole life term. If, however the person is aged between eighteen to twenty, the starting point is set at twenty-five. The youth starting point is 12 years imprisonment. This also gives strong reasoning for returning the death penalty in the United Kingdom as it is more of crime deterrent than a prison as more murders were committed when life sentences were introduced.
[bookmark: _Toc22250707]Reasons Against the Death Penalty
[bookmark: _Toc22250708]Miscarriages of Justice
A strong opposing argument that highlights one of the major flaws in the Death Penalty in England and Wales is miscarriages of justice. In the case of the death penalty, a miscarriage of justice such as innocent people being wrongly killed would have serious ramifications. Not only is an innocent person dead, the family of the deceased would be affected, and the public would lose faith in the Criminal Justice System. 
An example of this is the case of Mahmood Hussein Mattan on September 3rd, 1952. His conviction was for the murder of a forty-two-year-old female called Lily Volpert. His arrest was based on little evidence. All other evidence which was in his favour was dismissed. This includes witnesses who could not place him at the scene. The case went to the Court of Appeal in 1998 and Mattan was acquitted of this crime. This is a compelling argument for capital punishment not to be practiced again in United Kingdom when convicting murderers. This would result in serious miscarriages like Mattan’s in the mid twentieth century not occurring again.
[bookmark: _Toc22250709]Reformation and Rehabilitation
[bookmark: _GoBack]Another point put forward by those against the use of the death penalty is that it removes the chance of reformation and rehabilitation which are two key elements of the Criminal Justice Systems role. If a person convicted of murder is killed, they have no chance to respond positively after their prison time. Some criminals may need to be assessed in order to determine if reform is possible but especially for lesser crimes, it is argued they should be allowed to try. Crimes such as murder need a different approach due to the severity. An example is the specialist reform prisons introduced in 2016. The roles of the prisons are to give freedoms that prisoners would not be subject to in order to prepare for life outside of prison. If the death penalty was used, then prisoners would not be given these opportunities and therefore would not be given the chance at bettering themselves and learning.
[bookmark: _Toc22250710]Conclusion 
		The return of the death penalty as a form of punishment will always be a contentious debate. This report highlights the concerns both in support of the punishment and those who are against the use of capital punishment. The argument is very split, and it is tough to find an outright winner as both sides hold valid points of view. The fact that there is no obvious winner in this debate yet suggest that more education is needed on the topic and even new policies may need development.
[bookmark: _Toc22250711]Recommendations
It is recommended that any new policies that the government develop outline how capital punishment would be used. Such as in order to avoid mistaken identity, only when one hundred percent certain should it be used. It should also only be used for the worst crimes possible.
These need to be made clear to the public in an event of the Death Penalty being used again in the United Kingdom.
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