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This assignment will critically discuss the barriers to engagement in education for children in the country of South Africa, comparing to the education barriers within the United Kingdom. The assignment will use a global perspective and will refer to local and global policies within each country. 

“A global perspective is the capacity for a person to think with a complexity taking into account multiple perspectives to form a unique sense of self that is value based and authentic, and to relate to others with respect and openness especially with those who are not like her…. (with a) sense of people, nation and world beyond themselves.” (Finn, Mcnamara, 2011: P. 259) This infers that everyone is a global citizen and it is our duty to understand the world around us and to appreciate it. It is crucial to respect other people believes and choices, and to engage with different cultures around the world. This supports the claims of Donaldson within his Four Core Purposes, evident throughout the development of the new curriculum. He states that children need to become Ethical, Informed Citizens: “Curriculum statements generally take account of different aspects of a young person’s development: as a well-rounded, personally effective individual and team member; as an ethical citizen and a member of an increasingly diverse society”. (Donaldson: 2015: 23)

South Africa, officially known as the Republic of South Africa is the largest country in Southern Africa, with a population of fifty eight point seventy eight million people. The country has a variety of ethnic groups and is often referred to as the Rainbow Nation. There a diverse population with groups including black, Asian and white citizens. These ethnic groups are also divided into smaller groups, the black population are divided into four different ethnic groups these include, Nguni, Sotho, Shangaan- Tsonga and Venda. The white population are referred to as the Afrikaners and British descent. In contrast, the United Kingdom is made up of Scotland, Wales, England and Northern Ireland and has a higher population of sixty six point eighty seven million people. Eighty percent of the population are white British, whilst the remaining twenty percent of the population is made up of a variety of ethnic groups including Asian, Chinese, Pakistani, Indian, Bangladeshi, Black groups and Arabic. 

There is a substantial history with politics in South Africa, in 1994 elections ushered in a new government; based on constitutionalism and democracy in South Africa. The following year, the Hunter Report (1995), was the first white paper on education and highlighted the concerns that needed addressing; this highlighted the concerns with the imbalances of the past, and to try and bring normality to the education system (Stats SA, ND). Evidence from this, provided the basis of the South Africans Schools Act, Act 84 (1996), commonly known as SASA. The main purpose of the SASA was to make changes, amend and repeal certain laws, regarding the education system and to provide a better education for children and young learners. The SASA provided funding for schools, providing better training for staff and for the safety of the pupils (Wilfred, 2014).

[bookmark: _Hlk41198569]The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) has fifty-four articles that cover how adults and governments must work together to ensure children’s needs are meet. The UNCRC states, “Every child has rights, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status” (UNCRC, 1989). In particular, the Convention highlights two rights in particular which provides the basis of how children and young people should be treated, Article 28 states that children have the right to an education whereas Article 29 states that children should be provided with opportunities to become the best that they can be. The SASA report supports these rights fully ensuring that children are being provided with the essential need of a purposeful education and ensuring that staff are able to support these pupils needs by being trained, allowing them to become the best that they can be. Article 29 provides an emphasis on allowing children to become the best versions of themselves, this could be supporting opportunities for sporting activities, artwork, dance, music, drama etc (United Nations (UN) ND).

Education is fundamentally important for personal, national, and global development. As the world evolves, the need for high-level skilled occupations will increase and children will need to be adequately skilled to apply for these jobs. This further supports the claims by Donaldson with the development of the Welsh curriculum, he states that pupils should be provided with opportunities of meaningful learning experiences which can provide them with the basics for education and then working life. Donaldson believes everyone should be developed in the four core purposes. These include ethical, informed citizens, ambitious, capable learners, enterprising, creative contributors, and healthy, confident individuals. By staying in education, children will be able to acquire the training to develop these skills and will be able to apply them to the role within the chosen occupation. The development of skills will result in individuals being able to apply for jobs, with a higher pay roll. This is a contributing factor for escaping poverty. “The only way a society can continue to grow and prosper is through education at all levels”. 

However, even with The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), there are many barriers that influence the engagement in education for children of South Africa. Many of the children’s rights are not being met, many teachers in South Africa have a lack of training and poor work ethics. There is a great need for funding in South African schools, for teachers to attend the educational courses to acquire the appropriate skills needed to teach within a classroom with children with multiple needs. The teachers have poor support from parents and the local community, many adults have barriers with literacy and find it hard to communicate with schools. This shows that Article 28 (a right to education) and Article 29 (adequate standard of living) are currently not being met in South African Schools, having a huge impact on the whole community and their rights to an education. However, with the introduction of The National Action Plan, there is an aim to improve overall educational performance within schools, reduce the number of illiterate adults in South Africa and increase literacy skills and contribute to job creation through training (Department of Basic Education, 2019).

Many children in South Africa have greater worries than the children living in the United Kingdom, many of these include home environments. Article 24 states, every child has the right to the best possible health including, clean water, nutritious food and a clean environment. While Article 27, suggests every child is entitled to a standard of living that meets their physical, emotional, and developmental needs. It also states, governments must support families who cannot provide this, however, there is consistent evidence that poverty in South Africa is associated with poor educational outcomes (Battin- Pearson et al, 2000), with approximately half (49.2%) of the adult population living below the upper-bound poverty line, leaving them living in poor housing conditions (UBPL).  This also means there are six million children living in poverty or below the poverty line and these children have no access to safe playing areas or to clean sanitisation. Families are forced to live in unsanitary conditions because of their lack of funds and support. Food is scarce and families are struggling to provide their children with the minimum amount of nutrition for them to thrive and survive. The South African child gauge report is published be UCT’s children’s institute. Report found that sixty two percent of children are forced to live in extended family arrangements where the head of the household is usually a grandparent, due to the unsanitary living conditions within their own homes. 

Families in the United Kingdom (UK) also have issues with poverty with there being, 14 million people living in poverty. However, this is a lot less than the population of South Africa, it is still a great number of families who live with the added pressure of trying to feed and support their family’s needs (Barnard, 2017). Many people who are unemployed or struggle to maintain a job, rely on benefits to support them. Most cases of unemployment in the UK are due to poor educational attainment. The fourteen million people in the UK in poverty is split into three categories, there are eight million adults living in poverty, despite, one person of the household being in employment, four million children and one point nine pensioners living in poverty in the United Kingdom. These figures are still high and show there is a greater need for supporting families. Many of the people that are living in poverty in the United Kingdom is due to unemployment or long-term economic inactivity. 

There has been much research discussing the effects of poverty on educational attainment, with those living in poverty often under-achieving academically, within the United Kingdom, the governments have provided opportunities for children to receive free school meals and to access free breakfast clubs, a long with after school clubs, to achieve their basic needs, as suggested by Maslow in his hierarchy of needs (Cooper & Cooper, 2017). Within, Wales a Pupil Deprivation Grant was introduced in 2011 to support the children who receive Free School Meals and who live in deprived areas. In South Africa, it is still expected for parents to pay for the education of children. It should also be noted, the Welsh government have introduced ‘Flying Start’ for pre school children, with the aim of providing children with a more nurturing and supportive start to their educational journeys (Welsh Government (WG) 2017).

In South Africa, absenteeism and truancy often occur, children’s educational attainment is often low as many pupils find school hard or uninteresting as they lack the basic literacy and numeracy skills required for their educational studies. In 2019, The World Economic Forum (WEF) released data ranking schools from various countries with regards to Mathematic and Scientific achievements, South Africa ranked last compared with the United Kingdom being ranked in the top twenty. In a ranking based on the quality of the overall educational system, South Africa were ranked close to last (africacheck.org 2019).

There is approximately a sixty per cent chance of children dropping out of school and not completing the twelfth grade in South Africa. This means out of the learners that begin school in Grade one, nearly half will dropout and only forty per cent will complete or participate in in the NSC exam. Out of these forty per cent there will only be roughly, about twelve of these students that are eligible to pursue higher education. (Lamb & Markussen, 2011). 

Many students that do drop out of education become caught up in criminal activities, including drug abuse and selling narcotics. Many of the youths tend to be smokers and became smokers from a young age, this then often leads to drug abuse and many of the children later become caught up in gangs and crime to help pay for their addictions (Townsend et al, 2007). This is a difficult cycle to break, many of the children would like to stay in further education, however, many South Africans live in poverty and do not have the funds to stay in further education and turn to criminal behaviour as a way of surviving. The South African children/young adults find it hard to find and maintain a job because they don’t have the right skills required. This then leads to students leaving education or dropping out. They find alternative ways to provide for their families and sadly, this includes drugs and gangs (Townsend et al, 2007).

Teachers in South Africa struggle to get the children to engage within classroom activities due to the various barriers preventing them from fully enjoying their education experiences (Department of Basic Education, Republic of South Africa, 2015). Maslow’s hierarchy discusses how basic needs must be met in order for children to achieve academically (Cooper & Cooper, 2017). Children in South Africa are often caught up in brutal violence in schools. There have been many xenophobic violence attacks reported recently, with many of these attacks occurring before the start of the school day. These attacks have been reported as happening as the children are traveling to school and also during the time they are in school. An education setting is expected to be a nurturing place for children where they are able to feel secure and safe, and where they can learn and develop. Children should not be scared about going to school and should not be worried that they are going to be attacked or seriously hurt. 

The National Action Plan was made to combat the xenophobia attacks on the 25th March 2019. However, The National Action Plan has not yet been implemented (Mavhinga, 2019). Therefore, there is rarely any punishment for the crimes and attacks on nationals and their properties. These attacks happen daily and there is a lack of policing to help combat the attacks. With no police or punishment for their actions, the attacks and violence will continue to happen. Article 19 of the UNCRC states all children are entitled to protection from violence, abuse and neglect and Article 39 states all  children should be given opportunities to recover from trauma and must receive special treatment to support their recovery after any form of abuse. Unfortunately, the schools in South Africa are not providing a safe and nurturing environment for the children and young people (UN ND).

Young girls in South Africa are more likely to drop out of school, compared with young girls in Great Britain, this can be partly attributed to the different societies in each country. There is a higher risk of women and young girls becoming a victim of crime, with more than a third of South African women having experienced a form of violence from a non-partner. The NEPAD Report states, nearly half (forty five point six percent) of girls and women over fifteen years of age have experienced sexual or physical abuse in South Africa. Contraception is limited in South Africa and many women and girls become pregnant after these sexual attacks. Many teenage age girls become pregnant and are no longer able to continue with their studies, resulting in them becoming school dropouts. (Strassburg et al, 2010). Article 19 states all children are entitled to protection from violence, abuse and neglect and Article 34 states all children should be protected from sexual exploitation, however, the various reports show children in South Africa are still at high risk of becoming victims (UN, ND)

Women also struggle more than men to access higher education in South Africa, In direct contrast, in the UK girls tend to out perform boys academically and it is more common for young men to drop out of university, rather than young women. Young women are often subjected to gender bias throughout the world, with ‘the Gender Social Norms Study’ showing almost ninety percent of men and woman hold some sort of bias against females. No country included in the study showed complete gender equality. Zimbabwe prevailed as the country with the highest amount of bias, with ninety six per cent of people expressing a bias against the physical integrity of women, supporting violence against women and opposing women’s reproductive rights (BBC News, 2020). Many cultures believe that women do not have a need for an education and are more needed to help at home, this could include helping with the cooking, cleaning and taking care of their siblings or younger members of the family. Many of the men go out to work or even tend to their land and cattle. Leaving the women to continue with everyday household chores. Women who do work are also subjected to pay inequality and this could also be a reason for women dropping out of education and becoming home makers.

In conclusion it is understandable the children of South Africa are less engaged with education when compared to the United Kingdom, Although the education system in the United Kingdom is not without flaws, the schools are far more nurturing and are a safe place for the children to attend, in comparison, the children of South Africa have the worry of being abused, both physically and sexually on their way into, during or leaving school. Children in South Africa live in poor living conditions and in some cases, they are unable to drink clean and safe water. Poverty is high in South Africa and this affects a high number of the population. People are then forced to make decisions, based on what they feel is best for their families wellbeing and due to a lack of aid from the government a large majority of the population turn away from education and start a life of crime, this then creates an endless cycle that families struggle to break. 
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