Multilingualism Presentation.

Introduction
Many children are growing up bilingual, speaking two or more languages fluently which the children switch between the two languages.  (Murphy et al, 2015; Yelland et al, 1993, cited in Booton et al, 2021. Multilingualism is referred to as speaking two or more languages. (Researchgate, 2018). It is suggested that more children will grow up being bilingual/multilingual than monolingual. Grosjean, 2014 cited in Baker, Wright 2021). Some children will become bilingual from birth as parents speak their native language. Simultaneous childhood bilingual is when the child hears two languages from birth. (Baker, 2011) The Welsh Language Act 1993 states that the Welsh and English Language should be treated equally for the public in Wales. (Law Wales, 2020)

Benefits
 This will benefit the child’s language skills and improve with the two or more languages (Murphy et al, 2015; Yelland et al, 1993, cited in Booton et al, 2021). 
The child’s ability to communication with more people (Eberhard, Simons, & Fennig, 2021, cited in Booton et al, 2021), plus their vocabulary and economic prospects grows. (Booton et al, 2021). 
Bilingualism will increase the cognitive brain by supporting cultural awareness, improved language skills, when children are bilingual, they will develop the skills to succeed and diverse the world around them, its important for parents and practitioners to encourage bilingualism.  (Tekyi-Arhin, O. 2023). Multilingual and bilingual children should have the opportunity to be supported with the languages they are using.  Gov.Uk (No date).

Brain development

The brain receives information from the five senses, sight, smell, touch, taste and hearing. It takes the messages and translates them into the way our body can interpret and store them in our memory. The brain is separated into four sections: Frontal, Parietal, Occipital and Temporal. Within the Frontal Lobe the Broca area controls speaking and writing, however the parietal lobe interprets our language, words.. Within the temporal lobe the area Wernicke’s area this is where the understanding of language is done.  The left side of the brain the hemisphere is where the language and speech is translated its called the “dominant” hemisphere. Anatomy of the brain, (no date).

Bilingualism has had a positive impact on the cognitive brain in children (Bialystok, 2017 cited in Tekyi-Arhin, 2023). Their cognitive flexibility is enhanced by switching between the two or more languages. (Bialystok, 2011 cited in Teyki-Arhin, 2023).  
Research has shown that through tests carried out the Simon Task the bilingual child is the faster to press the button which correspond to the screen, suggesting the ability to control impulses, the attention network test, showed that children who have two languages earlier in life are likely to select the correct answer. Neuroplasticity is the function in the brain to change and adapt throughout life, Bilingual children have larger grey and white matter. (Innerdrive, no date)

Divergent thinking
Divergent thinking is cognition which goes to different places in the brain, divergent thinking is responsible for creative thinking and problem solving. When a child is faced with a question for example (how can you use a stick?).  The divergent thinking is a problem-solving exercise, whereas convergent thinking is responding with only one answer. J.P Guildford and colleagues suggested it’s the ability to have several answers to the problem. Therefore other researchers think that divergent thinking is necessary and belongs with creativity,  according to the researches divergent thinking has the ability to support creativity in many forms. Science direct (2011).



WAL
Welsh and English languages have an equal status in Wales. The census shows that 562,000 are Welsh speakers (19% of the population) and 22% of children learn through attending a Welsh school. The Welsh Government (2017b) has been released the Cymraeg 2050 strategy which has stated that by this time Wales will have a million Welsh Speakers, which will it bring it back up to hundred years ago.  They are using education to increase these numbers. The curriculum Journal, (2020).  Research has suggested that speaking two languages will support academic achievement later in life. Children with English as an Additional language needs to hear it spoken in the setting, working with the child to extend on the language they already know the practitioner needs to be correct and accurate when speaking to the child.  In setting the areas need to have resources for the child’s home language, these will support a good well-being and achievement in setting. Gov. uk (no date)
 


Frameworks
The Welsh Language (Wales) Measure 2011 replaced the existing framework supporting the Welsh Language with conveyance of the Welsh Language. The measure provides for the establishment of a Welsh Language Partnership Council to which they off support and opportunities to the Welsh Ministers about the Welsh Language Strategy. Law Wales. (2020)
While accepting the role of the Welsh Language transmission with the people in Wales who are supporting the Welsh Language in the places with the most people speaking the language. Gov.Wales (2021)
 The new curriculum for Wales, supports Language, Literacy and communication, this area is addressed holistically with listening, speaking, reading, and writing. This area supported learners to communicate in Welsh, English and other languages used within the school setting. This multilingual and bilingual session brought the children’s  curiosity and enthusiasm which gives them the interest of the Welsh language and other languages spoken around the world. (Curriculum for Wales, 2019).
Article 14 presented in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the child states that (Freedom of thought, belief and religion) Every child has the right to choose and think and to practice their religion, as long as there were not stopping others from enjoying their rights.


Conclusion
With my presentation comes to a close the overall view is the section above are all contributing factors to the Welsh Language and other languages spoken within Wales, it is important that people recognised the importance of people cultures and languages, we teach our children to be acceptive and support children within their settings.
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