




Returning to University

I’m using the Gibbs reflection (1988), for my reflection returning to university experience. 
 
Description:

I had graduated from the university 7 years ago in my country and left studying for 2 years, then when I arrived in the UK, I started studying English at Gower college for 2 years. Afterwards Last year I decided to go back to studying again since my son is going to start to go to flying start and I had my refugee state so I can study in the university. I heard about the Skills for the Workplace course from my sister, and I was interested in it from the beginning, but my application was taking a longer time than usual from the university. My first lecture was 2 weeks after the course started. I attended it online with teams program, it was quite easy to use. The lecture was with Laura, she told me to use the Moodle to find the 2 lessons that I had missed and try to go through them. She also gave us a homework using reflection in some life experience, and I wrote about travelling with a child. In the end of the lecture, she explained to me the two lectures I missed. The second lecture was next day. The teacher was the one I emailed her about my application issue, she welcomed me, and she thought they lost me. Afterwards, she put each four students in a room to discuss the lecture, it was a new thing for all of us, but it was fun. One of the students created a group chat for our class on WhatsApp, so we can share information and help each other.

Feeling:

Before I applied for the course, I was quite hesitated and nervous because it’s been a long time since I went to university and I have a toddler who is very close to me and go everywhere I go. I was worried that I will not spend enough time with him. Even in ideal circumstances, a woman may eagerly embrace the dual tasks of mother and student; nonetheless, managing these two roles can pull one person in two directions. (Moghadam  et al,2019). However, he started going to the flying start and I was taking driving lessons so I thought I can drop him in his grandmother’s house . Afterwards, I made my decision that I need to have ambitious and motivation in my life, so I completed my application and I was waiting for my acceptance. I attended the introduction day online with teams program on my phone because I don’t have a laptop yet. The teacher introduced students to each other, and everyone say a little about ourselves and why we chose this course. Two days later, I did the interview, I was nervous because I thought the interview will be difficult and I won’t pass it, but the teachers were really friendly and helpful, also the exam was quite easy so I passed it. I was really happy and excited because I love studying and I always wanted to study outside my country. However, I was frustrated because I started attending the lessons 2 weeks after the course started because my application was under reviewed for 2 months so I was worried that I messed important lessons, but the teachers explained to me what to do and where to go, so I was quite relieved. In my first lecture I was excited because this was my first experience with online studying. At first, I thought I wouldn’t understand the lecture and It won’t be like studying in the class, but now I know understanding the subject depends on the lecturers, the way they teaches and how the student interact with their teacher. what didn’t go so well was that I couldn’t attend the first 2 lectures which left me behind the group and what went well was that you were able to catch up on the work quickly.







Evaluation:

The good thing about the online studying is that I’m studying at home and my son is with me, so I don’t have to worry about where to leave him or if is he ok. Moreover, the course is just for one year and it’s 2 times a week, so I will have plenty of time to study, do my homework and do all my housework. Furthermore, the purpose for me of studying this course to have the opportunity to have new skills, find a good job in the future or to finish the high level in Mathematics.
The thing that didn’t go well is that the first two lectures was about paraphrasing and referencing and I wasn’t in it. So, in my first two assignment I didn’t do well with them and hadn’t pass them.






Analysis:

I think the reason why online studying went well, is because our teachers are very helpful and kind and they try to help us even though she’s not teaching us face to face and it’s interesting and not very complicated course. However, the reason why my first assignment didn’t go well is I tried to understand the two lectures by myself, but it didn’t go so well, I was supposed to ask my teacher to help me with them. 

Conclusion:

I have learned that the person doesn’t have to make excuses to return to studying because the age or the circumstances don’t stop us from achieving our goals. According to research, mature-age students have different features, motives, and outcomes than younger students. (Chesters and Watson ,2014).

Action plan:

The next time I will apply for an application earlier than I did this time so even when my application is taking a long time, I won’t be late for my work or study like what happened to me. 
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