 “Onraes! Evaluating the Battlefield Effectiveness of the Cavalry Charge in Thirteenth-Century Warfare.” Is an essay about cavalry charges. This much should be clear by the name of the essay as such I have decided to use a primary source that talks about cavalry charges. “Chronicles of the Crusades (Memoirs of the Crusaders)”[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  Jean Joinville, Geoffroi De Villehardouin, and Frank T Marzials. 2010. Chronicles of the Crusades (Memoirs of the Crusades) (Digireads.com Publishing)] 


Jean de Joinville’s account is one of the few surviving first-hand accounts of a cavalry charge. The account laid out is far from perfect. Joinville is not primarily concerned with cavalry charges and therefore doesn't spend a lot of time talking about them his primary concern is the canonization of St. Louis this impacts everything that he writes about. In chapter 7 which is the primary part of his work I am concerned with; he spends a lot of time talking about the results of a cavalry charge and very little about the cavalry charge itself.

Because of this limitation in the source, his lack of descriptions, I will be primarily focusing on the battlefield effectiveness of the charge and much less on the actual way in which one goes about a cavalry charge, his bias toward King Louis will mean that I will take everything that he says about the king with a healthy amount of scepticism and not rely on it for most of my information. 
Overall, Jean Joinville is a rather good source, his first-hand knowledge will be incredibly useful in informing how I view cavalry charges in future.   

