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Assessment three: Database exercise

For this assessment the Fabiana (1819) has been looked at by using the Slave Voyages Website.  There are eight different entries for the Fabiana on the Trans-Atlantic Slave-Trade database with there being several (at least seven) Captains for the various journeys taken by the Fabiana. Later the Intra American Slave Trade was looked at in relation to possible relatives of the owns of the Fabiana, however the main focus for this exercise has been on the Fabiana and of the Transatlantic slave trade.
The names of the captains on board the Fabiana are as follows:
Juan Garcia, Juan Manuel María, Bignol, Bernardo Bignol, Joaquin Yelechy Zorilla, Yelechy, Manuel Bignol Ruiz.

Juan Garcia’s voyage began at Havana on 4th June 1819, whereby 13 slaves were purchased from Trade Town in Africa which on 18 September 1819 and they disembarked after travelling to Freetown on 3rd October 1819.  The demographics relating to the slaves of this voyage are not known.  
Juan Manuel María’s voyage also began in Havana on 5th May 1823, whereby 172 slaves were purchased at Bonny in Africa. The vessel departed from Africa on 14th September 1823 and arrived at Freetown on 16th October 1823. Though it does not say where Freetown was, it is possible that it would have been somewhere in the Americas.  The demographics for the slaves on the ship were as follows: 42.4% men, 10.2% women, and 47.5% children (4.6% boys, 40.7% girls).
It is not known where Bignol’s voyage began, but it was in 1816 and there were 256 slaves were brought from Africa (port not specifiied). The Fabiana, alongside its crew and slaves arrived in Havana.  However not all of the slaves disembarked, as 244 disembarked at Havana. The ship delivered the slaves to their original owners. The demographics relating to the slaves on the ship were as follows: 34.4% men, 38.9% women, and 26.6% children (roughly 10.7% boys, 16.0% girls).
Bernardo Bignol sold slaves in the Americas.  The owner of the Fabiana at this time was Martin Hernandez.  Bernardo Bignol’s voyage began in Havana in 1816, whereby 234 slaves embarked on the Fabiana in Africa (port unknown).  The first place of landing was Puerto Rico and subsequently Havana, whereby a total of 205 slaves were disembarked. It is not known what happened to the slaves subsequentially.  The demographics relating to the slaves were as follows: 54.4% men, 29.3% women, and 16.3% children (9.5% boys, 6.8% girls).  
Joaquin Yelechy Zorilla’s voyage began in Havana on 29th July 1817.  It was in Africa that 266 slaves were purchased, and 233 arrived in Havana in December 1817. The demographics relating to the slaves were as follows: 39.1% men, 18.5% women, and 42.5% children (11.6% boys, 30.9% girls).
Yelechy’s voyage began in 1819, however it is not certain where this journey began.  A total number of 185 slaves embarked from Southeast Africa and Indian Ocean Islands and at Africa (ports unspecified).  This voyage involved transporting slaves from Africa to Havana, however this time the place where slaves first landed was Puerto Rico. A total of 180 slaves disembarked in Havana, where they were subsequently sold.  The demographics concerning the slaves were as follows: 36.1% men, 29.4% women, and 34.4% children (25.6% boys, 8.9% girls).  The owner of the Fabiana at this time was Gaspar Hernandez.
Manuel Bignol Ruiz was the captain of the Fabiana for another voyage from Havana on 15th November 1816 to purchase 234 slaves from Africa.  They were then transported to Havana and sold. The number of slaves that disembarked from this voyage was 205.The demographics concerning the slaves were as follows: 49.0% men, 15.5% women, and 35.5% children (12.9 boys, 22.6% girls).

It was possible to find this information through looking through the slave voyages database, which was made available via the University’s moodle page.  The website for the slave voyages website was set as part of the favourites on the server task bar, so it was easily accessible.  In order to find information about the Fabiana, the search facility was used on the database for Trans-Atlantic slave trade voyages. There were then links for each time the Fabiana was used to transport slaves from Africa and this is where it was possible to find the owners of the vessel were Martin Hernandez (1816) and later Gasper Hernandez (1819).  Indeed, they may have very well owned other vessels.  It is also quite possible that they had relatives who owned vessels which transported Intra-American slaves. This could be the case as they had the same surname, however without carrying out further research it is not possible to know for certain. Most of the voyages of the Fabiana, however, started from Havana whereby later slaves in Africa were bought, which were subsequently sold in the Americas (mainly in Havana). So, it would appear there were many voyages that went from one destination arriving to another (primarily Africa) and returning to the same destination with slaves.  From the database, it would appear this was the nature of transatlantic slavery; however, the buying of slaves also took place between the Americas.[footnoteRef:1]  [1: Slave Voyages Database, Transatlantic Slave-Trade: <https://www.slavevoyages.org/voyage/database > [accessed 19th November 2021]; Intra-American Slave-Trade: <https://www.slavevoyages.org/american/database > [accessed 19th November 2021]] 


(Word count 864)

