
Digital Distribution
Film and Media Exhibition



New Technology



Distribution

Studio’s produce the films.

Some studios have a distribution division.

A distributor makes the prints, deals with cinemas and 
regions.

A distributor is need for the home entertainment market. This 
can be the same as the cinema release or different.



Distribution Channels

Cinema (Theatrical)

TV

DVD/Blu-Ray

Download

Time Scales after cinema:

TV- 1-3 years

DVD/Blu-Ray 4-12 
months

Download 4-12 months

Straight to video and 
simultaneous release



Distribution Examples



Distribution Examples
Paramount Pictures (1999) (USA) (theatrical)

Constantin Film (2000) (Germany) (theatrical)

Pathé Distribution (2000) (UK) (theatrical)

Pathé (2000) (France) (theatrical)

United International Pictures (UIP) (2000) (Argentina) (theatrical)

United International Pictures (UIP) (2000) (Brazil) (theatrical)

Argentina Video Home (2000) (Argentina) (VHS)

Constantin Film (2000) (Germany) (VHS)

Fox Pathe Home Entertainment (2000) (UK) (VHS)

MAWA Film & Medien (2000) (Germany) (DVD)

Paramount Home Video (2000) (USA) (DVD)

Paramount Pictures (2000) (USA) (VHS) (pan and scan)

Paramount Home Entertainment (2001) (Brazil) (DVD)

Argentina Video Home (2002) (Argentina) (DVD)

Argentina Video Home (2009) (Argentina) (DVD) (Blu-ray)

United International Pictures (UIP) (????) (Finland) (theatrical)

Village Films (1999) (Greece) (theatrical)

Audio Visual Enterprises (2000) (Greece) (DVD)

CIC Vídeo (????) (Brazil) (VHS)

CIC-Taft Home Video (????) (Australia) (VHS)

Filmes Lusomundo (????) (Portugal) (VHS)

Herald Film Company (????) (Japan) (VHS)

Studiocanal Vidéo (200?) (France) (VHS)

TriPictures (1999) (Spain) (all media)

http://www.imdb.com/company/co0023400/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0023400/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0002257/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0002257/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0106142/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0106142/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0043890/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0043890/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0097402/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0097402/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0112575/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0112575/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0031085/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0031085/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0002257/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0002257/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0035270/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0035270/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0118565/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0118565/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0051891/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0051891/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0023400/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0023400/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0155803/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0155803/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0031085/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0031085/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0031085/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0031085/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0016600/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0016600/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0127131/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0127131/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0006126/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0006126/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0080094/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0080094/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0023596/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0023596/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0012065/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0012065/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0017597/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0017597/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0118536/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0118536/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0059732/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0059732/


Distribution Examples

http://www.pathe.co.uk/

http://www.pathe.co.uk
http://www.pathe.co.uk


Distribution Examples

http://press.optimumreleasing.net/press/

http://press.optimumreleasing.net/press/
http://press.optimumreleasing.net/press/


Whatever Works?
US and UK Distribution Through 
Sony Pictures Classics. Canada 
through Maple Pictures

US Domestic $5 million. $35 million 
global.

US Release June 2009

UK Release June 2010

Distributor depends of costs and 
market



Whatever Works?

UK DVD and iTunes released through 
Warner Home Video

US DVD and Blu-ray released 
through Sony Pictures



Cinema meets digital technology

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/click_online/
5262456.stm

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/click_online/5262456.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/click_online/5262456.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/click_online/5262456.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/click_online/5262456.stm




Amazon





Apple TV



Why Apple TV is useless in the UK

http://www.techradar.com/news/computing/apple/why-
apple-tv-is-useless-in-the-uk-713842

http://www.techradar.com/news/computing/apple/why-apple-tv-is-useless-in-the-uk-713842
http://www.techradar.com/news/computing/apple/why-apple-tv-is-useless-in-the-uk-713842
http://www.techradar.com/news/computing/apple/why-apple-tv-is-useless-in-the-uk-713842
http://www.techradar.com/news/computing/apple/why-apple-tv-is-useless-in-the-uk-713842


iTunes



Facebook Film Rental

http://online.wsj.com/article/
SB10001424052748703386704576186913491751144.html

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703386704576186913491751144.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703386704576186913491751144.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703386704576186913491751144.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703386704576186913491751144.html


YouTube Movies



Android Market





Certification

http://www.bbfc.co.uk/

http://www.bbfc.co.uk/
http://www.bbfc.co.uk/

