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SECTION A

ANSWER 20 QUESTIONS OUT OF TWENTY FIVE 

Section A (worth 20% of the exam)

Each question will be worth 1 mark.  
You should look to spend no more than 20 minutes on this section.  

1. Soils in cool, rainy environments often develop distinct horizons including pale grey, orange and black layers. What are these soils called? EGB
2. Archaeological sites are often characterised by high phosphate levels in the soil. What materials most commonly cause these raised levels? EGB
3. Archaeological sites on coasts and in river valleys are often difficult to detect using magnetometry and resistivity. Why? EGB
4. In which archaeological period do we ? EGB
5. Give two characteristics of pollen grains which make them suitable for palaeoenvironmental studies. (AC)
6. What factors influence the pollen record preserved at a site? Provide two examples. (AC)
7. Name two factors that affect preservation on a dryland site. (AC)
8. Give two reasons why environments in the past may change over time MB
9. What are periglacial deposits and where are you most likely to find them? MB
10. Describe two features that commonly occur in Britain that tell us climates may have been colder in the past MB
11. List two factors that influence the rate of sea level rise in the post-glacial MB
12. Give two examples of contexts in an urban environment in which environmental archaeological material is likely to build up MB
13. List two factors that control the presence of molluscs in a ditch fill MB
14. Identify two soil properties that affect land use capability. (JC)
15. Give two reasons why rates of soil erosion are accelerated by agriculture. (JC)
16. Give two reasons why the Mediterranean region is particularly vulnerable to soil erosion. (JC)
17. What is the difference between absolute and relative dating? (NN)
18. Apart from dating, how can dendrochronology be used to understand past environmental change? (NN)
19. Give two examples of radiometric dating techniques. (NN)
20. How can past coastal change be identified using palaeo-environmental techniques? (NN)
21. What are the main types of evidences used in Palaeonvironmental Archaeology? (RC)
22. What do you understand by the term ‘Scientific Method’ within Environmental Archaeology? (RC)
23. A fauna should have a number of properties that make them useful in biostratigraphy, list two of them (RC)
24. What are the main functions of bone? (RC)
25. With regard the trace elements within bone (either the essential or non-essential trace elements) sate why these minute elements are so useful to archaeologists. (RC)


SECTION B

ANSWER 4 QUESTIONS OUT OF 8 

Section B (worth 80% of the exam)

Each question is worth 20 marks.

You should look to spend about 20 minutes on each question.  
1. Urban excavations in Britain are characterised by deep stratigraphy, which is often waterlogged. Why is this, and what opportunities do these types of deposits provide for the environmental archaeologist? (EGB)

2. Mollusc remains recovered from a buried soil are useful indicators of local environments.  Why should we be cautious when we use these remains in an attempt to reconstruct regional environments?  Please illustrate your answer with relevant examples from archaeological sites. (MB)

3. Restricting your answer to that of caves or rock shelters, how can the recovery of human bone material allow archaeologists to address key questions about past human activity? Use a relevant archaeological example to illustrate your answer. (RC)

4. With reference to examples, consider how palaeo-environmental can inform our understanding of the economy and landscape context of coastal settlement sites (NN)

5. Using an appropriate archaeological example outline what is meant by the ’Blitzkrieg’ model of animal extinction. (RC)

6. Why is it important for archaeologists to understand the nature and speed of past landscape change?  Please illustrate your answer with real examples. (MB)

7. With reference to the emergence of the ‘New Archaeology’ and the energies of it proponents, like Binford, to what extent is Mathew Johnston right to ask, ‘Anyway, what happened to all of this youthful enthusiasm. I bet it did not get very far.’ (RC)

8. [bookmark: _GoBack]Compare the preservation of palaeoenvironmental indicators in wetland and dryland burial environments, and use examples to demonstrate the differing analytical potential of these environments.  (NN)
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