2.	Discuss the various definitions of ‘Islamophobia’, and assess the ongoing issues associated with anti-Muslim prejudice and media representation.

[bookmark: match]The term “Islamophobia” is a word that has forever been shrouded in controversy and synonymous with perpetual trouble. The Oxford Islamic Encyclopedia defines Islamophobia as the “shorthand way of referring to the dread or hatred of Islam and, therefore, to fear or dislike all or most Muslims”[footnoteRef:1]. This definition is based upon the act of “unfounded hostility towards Islam.”[footnoteRef:2] This is all in accordance to the Runnymede Commission, a think-tank with aim of acting as an independent place for a multi-ethnic Britain through research, network building, leading debate and policy engagement.[footnoteRef:3]  [1:  "Oxford Islamic Studies Online", Oxfordislamicstudies.Com, 2019 <http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t236/e1178?_hi=1&_pos=1> [Accessed 8 December 2019].]  [2:  "Oxford Islamic Studies Online", Oxfordislamicstudies.Com, 2019 <http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t236/e1178?_hi=1&_pos=1> [Accessed 8 December 2019].]  [3:  "About Us", Runnymedetrust.Org, 2019 <https://www.runnymedetrust.org/about.html> [Accessed 11 December 2019].] 

Throughout the years however, the term Islamophobia has been molded and shaped to have many different definitions. Authors who have extensive knowledge on Islam and Imam’s who preach the word of Islam have found new ways to define one of their largest issues that their community faces. For instance, in Western Europe, Islamophobia can be described “a contemporary phenomenon that encompasses myriad expressions of anti-Muslim and anti-Islamic prejudice, discrimination, bigotry, and hatred.”[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Oxford Islamic Studies Online", Oxfordislamicstudies.Com, 2019 <http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t236/e1178?_hi=1&_pos=1> [Accessed 8 December 2019].] 

In more recent times, scholars have made an attempt to define Islamophobia by breaking it down into separate parts. “Islamophobia can be seen as functioning in terms of an ideology; a series of attitudes, opinions, and prejudices; and as exclusionary practices that include the subjection to violence.”[footnoteRef:5] Chris Allen, an associate Professor of Hate Crimes at the University of Leicester explains that there are five characteristics.  [5:  Oxford Islamic Studies Online", Oxfordislamicstudies.Com, 2019 <http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t236/e1178?_hi=1&_pos=1> [Accessed 8 December 2019].] 

1. Islamophobia is neither consistent nor uniform
2. is neither necessarily unique nor differentiable from other discriminatory phenomena (e.g., racism, xenophobia)
3. is typically shaped by national, cultural, geographical and socioeconomic conditions
4. has the distinct ability to draw upon a historical legacy in order to justify and rationalize
5.  has a distinct “Muslim” or “Islamic” identifier throughout that can be explicit or implicit, direct or indirect, expressly acknowledged or not with enough nuanced meaning to be understood and recognized. [footnoteRef:6] [6: Oxford Islamic Studies Online", Oxfordislamicstudies.Com, 2019 <http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t236/e1178?_hi=1&_pos=1> [Accessed 8 December 2019].] 

The term Islamophobia is rather complex as the definition is always evolving. The topic has been subject to debate for decades as Anti-Muslim sentiment within the western society and media has taken a sharp increase. In this essay I will discuss why I believe that the media has played a role in exacerbating anti-Muslim prejudice and portraying Islam in a negative light. The United Kingdom is a place “where  93%  of  Muslims  say  they  have  a  strong  sense  of  belonging  to  the  UK;  where  94%  of  Muslims  feel  able  to  practise  their  religion  freely;  and  where  Muslims  have  a  long  and  distinguished  record  of  service  in  the  British  armed  forces,  it  is  clear  that  anti-Muslim  hatred  runs  completely counter to our established national culture”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Sir John Jenkins, Defining Islamophobia (Policy Exchange, 2019) <https://policyexchange.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Defining-Islamophobia.pdf> [Accessed 14 December 2019].] 


 There are many reasons why this phenomenon exists, however, what exacerbated anti-Muslim prejudice was the attacks on the World Trade Center in 2001. When taking a look at anti-Muslim hate crime incidents in the United States from the years 1996 to 2014 “the number of anti-Muslim hate crime incidents jumped in 2001 from 28 to 481 incidents”. [footnoteRef:8] In the following years after the September 11th attacks, the number of anti-Muslim hate crimes decreased. [8:  Kuang Keng Kuek Ser "Data: Hate Crimes Against Muslims Increased After 9/11", Public Radio International, 2019 <https://www.pri.org/stories/2016-09-12/data-hate-crimes-against-muslims-increased-after-911> [Accessed 13 December 2019].] 
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 The number of attacks has stayed relatively high, but never returned to levels just after the 9/11 attacks. The intention of the attacks was intended to strike fear into the hearts of Americans by bringing down two symbolic targets in the countries most popular city. Mainstream news coverage that dominated airwaves during this time, used 9/11 to shed light on their own agenda. The media coverage of 9/11 was used “to unfold a terror spectacle Jihad against the West.”[footnoteRef:9] This event would lay the foundation of how media would portray and cover news if someone of Islamic faith were involved. A study conducted in 2002 by “Zogby Survey” found that “nearly 75 percent of Muslim Americans either know someone who has or have themselves experienced an act of anti-Muslim discrimination, harassment, verbal abuse or physical attack since September 11.”[footnoteRef:10] [9:  Douglas Kellner, "9/11, Spectacles Of Terror, And Media Manipulation", Critical Discourse Studies, 1.1 (2004), 41-64 <https://doi.org/10.1080/17405900410001674515>.]  [10:  Abdul Malik Mujahid, "Impact Of 9/11 On Muslim Americans | Soundvision.Com", Soundvision.Com, 2019 <https://www.soundvision.com/article/impact-of-911-on-muslim-americans> [Accessed 14 December 2019].] 



 Post 9/11 saw a dramatic increase in newspaper coverage about Islam and Muslims[footnoteRef:11]. Amir Saeed, a professor who has studied Islam extensively, noted that there was an increase in the number of articles containing the word ‘Muslim’ before and after 9/11[footnoteRef:12]. However, the increase did coincide with reporting that at times included supportive views of Islam. This pails in comparison with the increase “in overall representation was on the whole not indicative of a more positive view of Islam or British Muslims”[footnoteRef:13]. Saeed argues that the ongoing misrepresentation of Muslims is only worsted by the mainstream attention Muslim extremists/fundamentalists are afforded. He suggestes that the general public have no issue with news that may highlight the “evil” side of Muslims. [11:  Amir Saeed, "Media, Racism And Islamophobia: The Representation Of Islam And Muslims In The Media", Sociology Compass, 1.2 (2007), 443-462 <https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1751-9020.2007.00039.x>.]  [12:  Amir Saeed, "Media, Racism And Islamophobia: The Representation Of Islam And Muslims In The Media", Sociology Compass, 1.2 (2007), 443-462 <https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1751-9020.2007.00039.x>.]  [13:  Amir Saeed, "Media, Racism And Islamophobia: The Representation Of Islam And Muslims In The Media", Sociology Compass, 1.2 (2007), 443-462 <https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1751-9020.2007.00039.x>.] 


When looking at how media in the western world contribute to the ongoing issue of islamophobia, we need to dissect the language news outlets use when discussing events that involve someone who is Muslim. Teun A. Van Dijk’s book, Racism and the Press, notes that “the media successfully reproduces racism not so much because the media audience always take on board the opinions of the media, but rather because the media not only set the agenda for public discussion but more importantly they strongly suggest how readers should think and talk about ethnic affairs”.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  TEUN A VAN DIJK, RACISM AND THE PRESS (London: ROUTLEDGE, 1991).] 

 In Western media, more often than not “Muslims are more than often marked out and racialized by the press, they occupy a clearly disadvantaged position and remain subject to unfair scrutinization”.[footnoteRef:15] This has led many people to believe that Islam is a religion that thrives on the principles of being barbaric and having no respect for the West. This misconception has to lead a rise in ignorance in understanding Islam.  [15:  Katy Sian, The Media And Muslims In The UK (Centre for Ethnicity and Racism Studies, University of Leeds, 2012) <https://www.ces.uc.pt/projectos/tolerace/media/Working%20paper%205/The%20Media%20and%20Muslims%20in%20the%20UK.pdf> [Accessed 15 December 2019].] 



It is a general and ignorant assumption to believe that all men who appear to look like an “apparent Muslim” has physical features supposedly similar to those associated with terrorism – brown skin, facial 




hair, turbans.”[footnoteRef:16] Why do people have such appalling biases against people who have these physical features?  [16:  Simran Singh, "9/11-Era Ignorance Of Islam Is Infecting The Age Of Isis. We Should Know Better | Simran Jeet Singh", The Guardian, 2019 <https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/sep/09/ignorance-islam-isis-hate-crimes> [Accessed 15 December 2019].] 


Whether consciously or not, the language the media uses plays a large role in how people digest information. If anyone who’s idea it is to inflict “terror” in society, no matter their physical appearance, they are in-fact a terrorist. Their skin tone and religion should not differentiate what they well and truly are. In western modern media, using Islam as a descriptive term when referring to felons is still an commonly used practice. 
This many be the case where their faith has little or nothing to do with the crime. News outlets are quick to label criminals who follow Islam or have a darker complexion as terrorists. However, when a crime is committed by a person who follows Christianity or has a lighter complexion, media outlets will label them as “troubled” or “misguided”. This practice has existed within the media for decades, and there are countless examples of news outlets being hypocritical. 


In the case of Dylann Roof, an American white supremacist and mass murderer convicted for committing the Charleston church shooting in 2015 in South Carolina.[footnoteRef:17] Dylann Roof was the sole perpetrator of a horrific act of terrorism, Dylann entered the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church and killed nine people. Roof was sentenced to nine consecutive sentences of life without parole after formally pleading guilty to state murder charges.[footnoteRef:18] The Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church was a predominately black church, Dylann intentionally chose to attack this church as he was a well-known Neo-Nazi. Dylann had intentions of starting a race war and “Roof expressed his support of racial segregation in the United States and had intentions to start a civil war.”[footnoteRef:19] Roof’s actions were condemned widely and as news came out about his political background, African Americans were concerned about their safety. When media outlets reported the news initially on the heinous acts, they did not label Dylann as a terrorist. Rather, they labelled him as a “shooter”.  [17:  Dustin Waters, "Dylann Roof Found Guilty On All Counts In Charleston Church Massacre Trial", 2016 <https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2016/12/15/jurors-begin-deliberating-in-charleston-church-shooting-trial/> [Accessed 17 December 2019].]  [18:  "Dylann Roof Gets 9 Life Sentences In Charleston Church Shooting", NBC News, 2017 <https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/dylann-roof-charleston-church-shooter-pleads-guilty-state-charges-n744746> [Accessed 16 December 2019]..]  [19:  Emily Shapiro, "Charleston Shooting: A Closer Look At Alleged Gunman Dylann Roof", Yahoo.Com, 2015 <https://www.yahoo.com/gma/charleston-shooting-closer-look-alleged-gunman-dylann-roof-203816813--abc-news-topstories.html> [Accessed 16 December 2019].] 


[image: ][image: ]https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/apr/10/charleston-church-shooter-dylann-roof-pleads-guilty-murder-charges
https://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/charleston-church-shooting/charleston-shooter-dylann-roof-moved-death-row-terre-haute-federal-n749671



If we examine the headline of each article, The Guardian (right) from the UK and the other from the USA, both lead off using very similar terminology. Notice how they did not call him as a terrorist, instead they label him is a shooter.

If we study the events of San Bernardino, California, in 2015, 14 people were shot and killed while another 22 civilians were critically injured in an attack. This attack was carried out by the a married couple who went by the names of Syed Rizwan Farook and Tashfeen Malik. The couple carrired out a mass shooting as well as attempt to bomb a San Bernardino County Department of Public Health training event and Christmas party. A FBI investigation found that the couple were found to be "homegrown violent extremists inspired by foreign terrorist groups.”[footnoteRef:20] They had not been instructed by any Terrorist organization, but FBI investigators concluded that that “Farook and Malik had become radicalized over several years prior to the attack, consuming "poison on the internet".[footnoteRef:21] Prior to the attack, the couple had move to Saudi Arabia and had gathered weapons and home-made bomb-making equipment. [20:  "2015 San Bernardino Attack", En.Wikipedia.Org, 2019 <https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2015_San_Bernardino_attack> [Accessed 17 December 2019].]  [21:   "2015 San Bernardino Attack", En.Wikipedia.Org, 2019 <https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2015_San_Bernardino_attack> [Accessed 19 December 2019].
] 

The American media alerted the people of San Bernardino of the attack, and soon the rest of America found out about the event.
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2015/12/04/san-bernardino-attackers-tried-to-cover-their-tracks-official-says/

https://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/05/us/tashfeen-malik-islamic-state.html




On 22 May 2017, Salman Ramadan Abedi, detonated a homemade shrapnel bomb as concertgoers were leaving the Manchester Arena after a performance. The attack would go on to claim twenty-three people lives, as well as the attacker, and also wound 139 more people. Patrons were there to see American pop-star Ariana Grande, who’s music is geared towards a younger audience. As a result of this, more than half of the injuries were inflicted on children. 
[image: ] The bomber was a 22-year-old man from Manchester with Libyan descent but had no connections to an underground terrorist network. The attack in Manchester was the largest terrorist attack in the UK since the 7/7 bombings that occurred in London. News outlets throughout the UK were quick to alert the public about the devastating news. The tragic event shocked Ariana Grande as she cancelled the remaining shows on the tour. As online media surfaced however, articles led with the headline calling Salman Ramadan Abedi a terrorist. 
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Again, if we take a look at two separate acts of terrorism and see how the stories were both reported, the language differs quite significantly. 

https://www.dailysabah.com/europe/2019/03/16/daily-mirror-harshly-criticized-for-whitewashing-new-zealand-terrorist
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Both men committed horrific acts of violence, the paper does seem to perhaps sympathise with one over the other. An article written by the “Daily Sabah” notes that this may be caused by; “issues of white privilege and racialized media coverage and, especially in our current political climate, has the potential to fuel further division and polarization in our communities.” [footnoteRef:22] The article went on to point out that print coverage of terrorism in the United States showed that attacks that Muslim had committed got over 4 times the national average in terms of coverage. A further study conducted showed that news networks were bias in reporting Muslim terrorism “.Out of 146 network and cable news programs between 2008 and 2012 found that 81 percent of terrorism suspects that were subjects of news reporting were Muslim, far greater than the percentage of terrorist attacks in the U.S. that were committed by Muslims during the same time period”[footnoteRef:23]. [22:  Daily Sabah "Daily Mirror Harshly Criticized For Whitewashing New Zealand Terrorist", Daily sabah, 2019 <https://www.dailysabah.com/europe/2019/03/16/daily-mirror-harshly-criticized-for-whitewashing-new-zealand-terrorist> [Accessed 13 December 2019].-]  [23:  Daily Sabah "Daily Mirror Harshly Criticized For Whitewashing New Zealand Terrorist", Daily sabah, 2019 <https://www.dailysabah.com/europe/2019/03/16/daily-mirror-harshly-criticized-for-whitewashing-new-zealand-terrorist> [Accessed 13 December 2019].] 


 The results showed that the news outlets over-represents Muslims and Arabs as terrorists or,  the media in America only exacerbates and helps to push an agenda with Islam and terrorism. In the UK, The Sun and the Daily Mail do their fair share with pushing a bias opinion against Muslim men. Their general framework of their terrorism reporting was to “depict Muslims, specifically Muslim men as ̳dangerous and ̳predatory ‘, particularly towards white women.” [footnoteRef:24] The British media also set out to soil the name of Muslim faith schools. Faith schools that were catered to teaching Islam were “heavily attacked by the press to establish an anti-multiculturalism position, focusing on the negative aspects of madrassas and overstating violence and abuse”[footnoteRef:25]. Muslims in the media were made to look like a danger in the mainstream.   [24:  Katy Sian, The Media And Muslims In The UK (Centre for Ethnicity and Racism Studies, University of Leeds, 2012) <https://www.ces.uc.pt/projectos/tolerace/media/Working%20paper%205/The%20Media%20and%20Muslims%20in%20the%20UK.pdf> [Accessed 15 December 2019].]  [25:  "Daily Mirror Harshly Criticized For Whitewashing New Zealand Terrorist", Dailysabah, 2019 <https://www.dailysabah.com/europe/2019/03/16/daily-mirror-harshly-criticized-for-whitewashing-new-zealand-terrorist> [Accessed 13 December 2019].] 

Another example of the “Daily Mail” perpetuating an anti-Muslims rhetoric was when they made a national narrative threatening British patriotism and British freedom[footnoteRef:26]. The Daily Mail argued that the British people must ensure that Muslims did not walk on upon traditional British freedoms. The issues that the Daily Mail printed for the general media did nothing but reinforce a negative stereotype of Muslims who live in the UK. The campaign also fueled an idea that there was an outsider/non-belonging role that contrasted with the national majority, thus trying to prove a point that multiculturism was not working in the UK. [26:  Katy Sian, The Media And Muslims In The UK (Centre for Ethnicity and Racism Studies, University of Leeds, 2012) <https://www.ces.uc.pt/projectos/tolerace/media/Working%20paper%205/The%20Media%20and%20Muslims%20in%20the%20UK.pdf> [Accessed 15 December 2019].] 


A problem with major news outlets constantly spewing stories that overly exaggerates the dark side of Islam is the very real consequences that many British-Muslims face. A 2009 report which focused on the percentage of how many Muslims in the UK had experienced Islamophobic discrimination in-person was eye opening to say the least. The report came back saying that “26% of females, 29% of males had experienced Islamophobic discrimination in-person”[footnoteRef:27] This was classified as crime—assault, threat, or serious harassment. The report also noted that the Muslims who had once previously been victims of assault, threat, or serious harassment were three times more likely to be assaulted again within a 12-month period. Despite the high levels of Islamophobic related crime many did not report the crime to the police. The report noted that 59 percent of those experiencing discrimination stated that they did not report it, while between 53 percent and 98 percent of victims of in-person crime—depending upon location—did not report it.[footnoteRef:28] [27:  Serdar Kaya, "Islamophobia In Western Europe: A Comparative, Multilevel Study", Journal Of Muslim Minority Affairs, 35.3 (2015), 450-465 <https://doi.org/10.1080/13602004.2015.1080952>.
]  [28:  Serdar Kaya, "Islamophobia In Western Europe: A Comparative, Multilevel Study", Journal Of Muslim Minority Affairs, 35.3 (2015), 450-465 <https://doi.org/10.1080/13602004.2015.1080952>.
] 




In the Western World, the fascination within the mainstream media over-sensationalizing anti-Muslim prejudice has indeed led to a rise in Islamophobia. As media conglomerates continue to dominate all facets of our daily lives, it has paved a way for the media playing a massive role in exacerbating anti-Muslim prejudice and portraying Islam in a negative light. The horrific events that occurred in New York on September 11th caused a ripple effect in the way terrorism, perpetrated by a Muslim, is reported. This flat-out bias’s that exist in the Western World are an unfair assessment on the scale in which crime has been committed by someone of Muslim faith. As news outlets continue to not be transparent and tip-toe around calling non-Muslim terrorists, the meticulous manner how the media manipulates consumers with the carefully crafted vocabulary can make readers sympathize with non-Muslim terrorists. Unfortunately, people of all races, colours, creeds and social backgrounds commit horrible acts of terrorism, the media continues to pump out overly inflated numbers to shape a narrative on how Muslim terrorists commit crimes. Islamophobia and anti-Muslim prejudice will only continue to get worse if people do not do their due diligence and call out the media outlets on their fabrications.  
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22 people died - including a number of children - after an explosion tore through a pop concert at Manchester Arena.
More than 800 other people received physical or psychological injures in the blast at an Ariana Grande concert on May 22
2017. Terrorist Salman Abedi was named as the suicide bomber who carried out the attack.

What happened | The 22 people who died | In pictures | Videos show attack horror | Donate to our appeal |

How Manchester marked the first anniversary
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Hate crime incidents against Muslims spiked after 9/11
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