Part 2- 5 min presentation
Hello
My name is Jade Charles and my student number is 2211091. 
Before I start, I would like to thank you for joining me this evening. I would like to briefly explain the aim of this presentation, and what is on the agenda. I will use the first part of the presentation to briefly reflect on the scrap book created for section one of the assignment. The main part will focus on sustainability and how it is relevant to early years.
In order to achieve the John Muir award, I chose to explore Porthcawl’s coastline, as I feel the area I have called home for the last 18 years has saved my mental health more times than I can recall. Being close to the long sandy beaches and the ever-changing sea instantly changes my mood. I left my childhood family home at the age of 18 to move to Wales to follow my heart, which paid off as I have a wonderful husband and three amazing daughters. However, leaving my Mum and sisters back in Yorkshire as I embark on my new life in Wales was difficult, and still to this day I get home sick. 
Although most people would describe me as being a happy individual, who is always smiling and trying to lift everyone else’s spirits by making them laugh, it’s than hard for me to show any other side, especially my emotions because I am the bubbly friend. So, whenever I am feeling sad, or overwhelmed and generally struggling I find myself walking along the beach, listening to the sound of the waves, watching the water crash against the rocks, taking a nice deep breath in the fresh air and letting it all out, somehow releases any built-up tension or worry. It’s like magic. I never realised living in a coastal area has supported me all the years before taking on the John Muir award, and looking into how much at risk our water is globally, and reading articles on how some coastlines are needing to be closed due to severe litter problems and pollution. I felt a sudden panic. If I could no longer enjoy a long walk down the beach, or run along the boardwalk, I know my mental health would be at risk, and that is just looking at me on a personal level. I strongly believe I am not the only one who needs to escape to the sea, which is why the John Muir award has inspired me to make a change, and try to encourage others to re-connect more with the beautiful beaches and take responsibility in looking after our world. After all we only have one and it is too precious to lose. 
Going forward, I would like to organise a beach clean club every Sunday morning throughout the busy summer months when the litter issue seems to be at its highest. Porthcawl welcomes many visitors over the holidays, which is a positive for our small town and the economy. Our town is full of independent shops fighting to stay open and we do need holidaymakers. More visitors, more spending in our local stores. Although, more visitors also means more litter.
The beach is always full of young children with their families, enjoying lunch or barbeque, playing in the sand, or jumping over the waves, making happy memories that will last a lifetime. When I sit and think about all the memories I’ve made with my three girls on the beach, or my own memories as a child visiting Blackpool and Filey, it makes me instantly smile. Hopefully when my daughters grow up, they will feel connected to our beaches and are still able to enjoy watching the sunsets at Rest Bay. 
Sadly, once the sun goes down, and our visitors pack up, not everyone will take their rubbish home and it is left all along the beach, making its way into the sea. What is this behaviour teaching our children? Our next generation.  If this behaviour continues, what does the future look like?
Now I will move on to what is sustainability and why is it important in education and how does sustainable development link to the Curriculum for Wales. I will be discussing different approaches, such as hands on learning and programmes available to encourage learning from nature and hopefully make the change needed to protect the one world that we have. 

Academic section
The term sustainability is defined as a way of using resources continuously over time without running out or causing harm, according to Green Peace (no date). Environmental sustainability is looking at solutions to diminish problems, such as overfishing to air pollution, which are currently having a negative impact on the planet. The only way to be successful is to move to a sustainable system, which may be challenging as everyone would need to follow the same system to be successful (Green Peace, no date).  However, Mensah (2019) states sustainable development stands the risk of becoming a rhetoric phrase, as there is no clear definition of the concept or explanation on what is needed in order to successfully promote sustainable development.
According to Tinney and Hirst (2018) both education and children are recognised as an important aspect in changing individual’s behaviour in order to create a sustainable life now and in the future. Education for sustainable development ensures all international members have the same global agenda to drive all individuals to engage in sustainable development (Tinney and Hirst, 2018). Therefore, learners in education will gain the knowledge and skills needed to address interconnected global challenges, and each learner of all ages will be able to make informed independent decisions or collaboratively take action and make changes in order to help the planet (UNESCO, 2024).
Wales developed a policy in response to the global agenda, ‘Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship’ (ESDGC) and as a result all maintained educational settings must include ESDGC within their approach (Tinney and Hirst, 2018). The ESDGC guidance document aims to prepare learners for climate change, conflict and consumer pressure the world faces today, and it aims to find ways to raise awareness and what action is needed to address future issues (Welsh Government, 2008). The ESDGC should be seen as an ethos which can be embedded into schools’ approach and early years settings, and not as an additional subject (Croke et al, 2021). 
Notably, Estyn (2014) published a baseline report stating inspectors found pupils in primary and secondary schools show an improved understanding of concepts of global citizenship, choices and decisions since the last report in 2006. The report focuses on seven themes, which includes the natural environment, consumption and waste, climate change, wealth and poverty, identity and culture, choices and decisions and health for global citizenship (Estyn, 2014). The seven themes are entwinned with the four core principles that underpin the United Nation Environment Programme’s (UNEP) approach to the 2030 agenda, which aims to strengthen countries capacities and develop their own pathways to national targets (UNEP, 2024). 
According to Karlsson (2022), there is an international goal for children to receive high quality early childhood education, although Samuelsson and Park (2017) highlight this is not the case for some children. Therefore, education should be viewed in relation to sustainability goals, as children need necessary conditions and have access to knowledge and experience in able to contribute to creating a sustainable world (Samuelsson and Park, 2017).
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is an international agreement, which sets out the fundamental rights of a child or young adult.  Article 28 and Article 29 focus on education and recognises education is a key role in reducing poverty, child labour. Every child has the right to an education, alongside promoting respect, cultural diversity and economic growth. Therefore, free education should be available for every child regardless of background, beliefs or where they live (UNICEF, no date). According to Tinney and Hirst (2018) the UNCRC and creating a sustainable future has been the main focus for the Welsh Government, as both are paramount and relevant to achieving the ESDGC goals. 
Samuelsson and Park (2017) states goal 4 of the ‘Sustainable Development Goals’ aims to ensure all children have the same learning opportunities, and focuses on inclusivity and equitable quality, which adheres to Article 28 and 29 of the UNCRC. However, Vandenhole (2019) suggests the combination of sustainable development and UNCRC is still under construction. Furthermore, Kilkelly (2020) states the ESDGC goals are not articulated as legal rights therefore can only be expressed as political claims or requested from charities.  
The Welsh Government introduced the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 to ensure the UNCRC are respected and the Welsh Government Ministers continue to promote the rights of a child (Welsh Government, 2022a). According the Welsh Government (2022a) to ensure all children are healthy and well, the government has outlined how they will tackle child poverty, set out plans to reduce pollution to make Wales a healthier place to live. Furthermore, the statements from the Welsh Government (2022a) can be linked to Article 6, I should be supported to live and grow, Article 24, I have the right to good quality health care, to clean water and good food, which also supports the ESDGC goals. Furthermore, the UK youth parliament allows children to share their views on how the way the country is run, and discuss issues such as climate change, discrimination, education and other matters to ensure children are listened too (DfE, 2022).  
The Welsh Government stated the importance of children understanding their rights and developed the new curriculum for Wales which promotes the UNCRC (DfE, 2022). The four purposes are the pillar of the Curriculum for Wales, which has been designed with the UNCRC and a sustainable development at heart. The Donaldson Review states the four purposes are that all children and young people will be ambitious, be able to contribute, ethnically informed and ready to be citizens of Wales and the world and also healthy confident individuals who as a result will be a valued member of society (Senedd, 2021). 
The Curriculum for Wales developed six areas of learning, which share similar principles to the ESDGC, and both can be mapped together. For example, ‘Health and Wellbeing’ is one of the areas in the Welsh curriculum, which teaches the young children about ‘Wealth and Poverty’, an ESDGC. 
The Wellbeing of Future Generations Act (2016) re-emphasises both the UNCRC and ESDGC and developed to ensure future generations will not be left with a ‘legacy of problems bequeathed by us’ which has the duty to promote sustainable development (Croke et al, 2021). In order for the Act to be successful a whole approach is needed, it requires the support of families, practitioners, a cross curricular approach, and commitment to young children’s development (Tinney and Hirst, 2017).
The Welsh Centre for International Affair (WCIA) organisation inspires the citizens of Wales to be more knowledgeable about global issues and how they can contribute to help create a fairer and peaceful world (WCIA, 2022). The organisation stated the overall approach in the new curriculum was positive and happy to see a cross curricular approach, which ensures global citizenship education is embedded across the areas of learning. However, WCIA highlight several issues and states it is vital local, national and international places are explored from the beginning of a learner’s journey to over-come the risk of valuing Welsh over other international dimensions or diverse and multi-cultural communities (WCIA, 2022). Although the Curriculum for Wales vision is for learners to have a broad and balanced understanding of other identities from across the world, as well as developing a sense of cynefin, as its important children feel a part of something (Welsh Government, 2022b). Allen et al (2021) also agrees a sense of belonging is a fundamental human need and improves health and resilience which can support communities.
The Curriculum for Wales guidance has been designed to implement a pedagogical approach and provides a firm foundation which states all learners learn at their own pace. The Welsh Government (2023) also suggests it is fundamental learners are supported by enabling adults, engaging experiences and effective environment. The pedagogy approach expresses the importance of play based learning, providing authentic and purposeful experiences and regularly using the outdoor area to support learners to engage with nature and develop an appreciation of the environment (Welsh Government, 2023).  
The pedagogy approach in the Curriculum for Wales has similarities to Frobel’s outdoor play theory, which suggests children thrive in engaging and stimulating in natural environments. Frobel believed practical hands-on learning, children part taking in real life experiences and outdoor play is an essential aspect of children learning about living things, and encourages questions on the environment (Froebel Trust, 2024). However, Kiviranta et al (2024) reports states practitioners and teachers were more likely to take the children outside weather dependant, although Henriksson (2018) argues teachers must foster a supportive attitude to outdoor learning and show more willingness regardless of the weather. 
According to ONS (2021) people’s perception of nature changed during the pandemic and reports show individuals value and interaction with the outdoors on a much greater scale than before. Monbiot (2020) believes the coronavirus highlighted materialistic objects have no real value, whereas the crucial matters of the world need to be prioritised for human survival, and education is where to start making the change. 
Similarly, Davis (1998) states environmental education is of paramount importance and involves collectively working with the children, teachers and communities to help inspire individuals to transform attitudes, values, actions and adopting a way of practice. Eco-schools provide the framework to teach the next generation on how to live sustainably and become more energy efficient and ways to be more eco-friendly (Plastic Free Schools, 2024). Eco-schools are designed to encourage a whole school approach to combat issues, tackling eco-projects to make the school more sustainable, restoring green spaces and create an ethos of conserving energy and help tackle environmental concerns (Andreou, 2020).
The programme has seven steps, including links to the curriculum, which need to be taken to help improve the environment in order to gain an internationally recognised accreditation (Keep Wales Tidy, 2024). 
Eco schools in Wales, run by ‘Keep Wales Tidy’ has over 90% of schools who participate in the student led programme. According to the Welsh Government (2024) Wales has one of the highest participate rates in the world with more than 400,000 learners engaging in the programme. Children of all ages and abilities work together by forming an eco-committee in order to inspire others to make changes within their school and wider community to help the environment (BBC, 2024).  According to Davis (1998) education and ecological sustainability goals involve everyone working together, and transforming attitudes, values and actions.
The Eco committee will provide an action plan on how the school can make a difference along with a school policy. For example, the target is to save energy, therefore the committee will inform others how they can do this by turning off lights when the room is empty and explain by reducing the amount of energy helps reduce the amount of harmful greenhouses gases produced (Keep Wales Tidy, 2024). Allowing the children to be involved and make decisions is also adhering to the UNCRC, Article 12 where every child has the right to be heard in matters affecting the child, according to Save the Children (no date).
Similarly, the John Muir Award can be used as a framework for outdoor learning within the Curriculum for Wales, and also aims to inspire individuals and communities to connect and care for wild places. According to the John Muir Trust (no date) this award supports the four purposes and the six areas of learning through engaging outdoor activities. For example, the learners may need to create a poem using new environmental and nature vocabulary after a woodland walk, which links to the language and literacy area of learning, and the purpose stating ambitious capable learners. 
However, Welsh Government (2023) research on the current state of outdoor learning in schools showed only a small amount of award schemes being used, such as the John Muir Award due to personal choice, ratios and overcoming challenges. The findings suggest budget allocation is required to supports outdoor learning and resources needed to be able to adhere to the pedagogy (Welsh Government, 2023). However, to be able to take young children outdoors on adventures and learning walks, the school will need extra staff. Although, the budget for schools continues to be cut causing concerns across the system on how they will affect the standard of education for all learners in Wales (Wrexham, 2024).
Despite the challenges the education sector is facing, sustainability is embedded in the Curriculum for Wales, programmes are available to educate and empower young people to make positive changes. Also, Wales are working towards integrating UNCRC and Sustainability Development Goals reform into law to strengthen legal enforcement (Croke et al, 2021), which may help combat the climate emergency.

I would like to thank you for listening and I hope you enjoyed. Before I end the presentation are there any questions? 
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