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Language and Literacy in the Digital Age
Traditional Video Link- Traditional.MOV 
Digital Video Link- Digital Story.MOV 
Part Two
Storytime is of great importance to a child’s development, from pregnancy through to their adult life. Storytelling plays a vital role in supporting children’s language and literacy development especially of those from birth to seven years old. From the earliest stages of life children having access and being exposed to books and stories whether that is them being spoken, sung or read this enables children to foster early communication and language skills supporting them throughout their lives (Whitehead 2010). A child’s brain development starts from pregnancy; bonding can begin before birth. A babies hearing is known to start developing from about 16 weeks into the pregnancy, therefore making talking, singing and reading during pregnancy very important as babies can begin to recognise songs and familiar voices from 6 months in the womb (NHS, 2023). Storytelling nurtures children’s imagination by allowing them to be different characters while exploring different aspects of the story and reenacting it which not only supports their social skills but their communication skills and expressive language skills (Wright 2019). Digital storytelling also has many benefits; it provides the children with new ways to engage with language and get creative. Digital stories have become a great way to take an educational approach combining traditional reading with digital tools to create interactive experiences. Literacy, Numeracy and digital competence are mandatory cross-curriculum skills within curriculum for Wales therefore it is every practitioner's responsibility to ensure these are included in the setting and activities. (Welsh Government 2022). 
In the traditional reading video above the practitioner is seen to be reading ‘click clack crocodiles back’ using a puppet and the physical book. The practitioner is using a crocodile puppet along with reading the book, as Whitehead (2010) states puppets help externalise emotions allowing the children to explore and listen to stories in a playful way, this is particularly important to children who are a little shy or less confident in their play. Cremin et al (2018) supports this by stating puppets provide children with opportunities to retell stories, create new stories with different narratives and engage in role-play. In addition, the practitioner ensured all the children present were able to see the story and follow along, this promotes engagement and early literacy development. Children being able to visually see the book and follow along allows them to begin understanding the story, the images and the use of books and reading. Especially for younger children, those under three years being able to see the images and follow along helps them follow the narrative with visual cues. (Whitehead, 2010). Ensuring all children can see the book also fosters inclusion promoting a sense of belonging and enjoyment for everyone. (Cremin et al 2018). At the end of the story the practitioner is seen to ask everyone's opinions on the book, giving a thumbs up or down. This is in line with the Curriculum for Wales 2022 that states practitioners should actively involve children in their learning to help them become Ambitious, capable learners, Enterprising, creative contributors, Ethical, informed citizens and healthy, confident individuals. The Welsh Government’s Curriculum for funded non-maintained nursery settings (2022) states practitioners should always ‘listen to children’s voices, value their ideas and interests and use these to inform provision and planning.’ When children are listened to and given a say in how they learn they feel respected and valued building their self-esteem and confidence, promoting their emotional well-being and develops their decision-making skills. It also allows practitioners to plan more meaningful experiences based on the children’s opinions and interests leading to deeper explorations and further developing their skills. Furthermore, valuing children’s ideas and opinions supports sustained shared thinking and well-being building the children’s confidence and contributing to strong relationships. (Siraj et al, 2015).
In the video the practitioner could have asked more open-ended questions throughout the book, such as what they think will happen next? This would have gotten the children more involved and using their thinking skills. After the story they could have discussed what happened in the book, getting everyone involved and having a discussion amongst themselves to enhance social skills aswell as communication and literacy development. 
In the digital story video, the practitioner is seen to be using the Tonies Box with multiple options for the story along with the physical books too. The practitioner begins the afternoon with a song using Makaton. Makaton is signs, symbols and speech that help children communicate, supporting understanding and expression especially for young children with speech, language or communication difficulties. The use of Makaton benefits all children and promotes inclusion in the setting. (The Makaton Charity, 2023). Makaton also enhances children’s emotional well-being by reducing frustration and helping them express their needs and wants. Furthermore, it encourages language development and sustained shared thinking as practitioners use signs alongside speech, singing, reading to extend vocabulary and understanding. Makaton helps create a warm environment where all children feel valued, understood and listened to. During the video, the practitioner offers the children a vote of which story they would like on the Tonies Box first, this is in line with the Curriculum for Wales giving the children the choice and allowing their voice and opinion to be heard by all. The Tonies Box is an interactive audio device that enables children to listen to stories and songs by placing a character or ‘Tonie’ onto the box. Educators and families can also record personalised stories using the ‘creative Tonies’ for children to hear familiar voices enhancing bonds and relationships (Marsh et al, 2018). In addition, the interactive design is easily accessible for even very young children to navigate digital technology confidently fostering early digital literacy and problem-solving skills, by incorporating these devices practitioners can create inclusive, lay based literacy experiences that align with the digital and literacy competence within the Curriculum for Wales.
The differences between the traditional storytelling and digital storytelling are that although they both share the same core purpose of communication of a narrative and ideas along with emotions they differ in the delivery of the story, the level of interaction and the type of literacy they promote. Traditional storytelling involves oral narration with physical books using props such as characters from the story with puppets and physical items or story sacks. It creates a physical connection with the storyteller and the listeners using tone, face to face interaction and gestures along with added Makaton and sign language. (Wright, 2019). However, in these videos, the practitioner is partaking in reading in both, one by themselves and the other along with the added digital story. Whitehead (2010) states traditional storytelling fosters a foundation for literacy skills such as listening skils, speaking and vocabulary development and narrative comprehension. As well as these factors, it promotes imagination and role play with the adult and child interaction. During the digital story the reader could have stopped more to listen to the sounds of the Tonies box to get the digital story more involved, you can also see the reader is turning the Tonies box volume up and down, they could have involved the children with this allowing them to learn about the Tonies box and how to work it using it independently. This would align with the Curriculum for Wales 2022 allowing the children to be independent in their play and explorations. 
In contrast, digital storytelling combines narrative and story with images, audio animation and video to create an interactive experience. (Robin, 2008). Digital storytelling allows children to engage not just as listeners but as creators, allowing them to use the digital tools in different ways to record voices, rewind, fast forward and create meaning through their learning this supports their language development, creativity and digital competence whilst also engaging the children in new ways. 
Traditional storytelling is important for promoting childrens oracy, reading and writing skills. Wright (2010) states listening to stories and books enhances the children’s vocabulary as they are exposed to richer more extended vocabulary, it also exposes them to sentence structures which supports their oral language and communication skills along with their social skills. Through retelling stories and talking about characters children develop their speech and confidence. (Vygotsky, 1978). Furthermore, traditional storytelling aligns with Sustained Shared Thinking and Emotional Well-being as the children are encouraged to get involved by sharing their ideas and responding to others in a safe engaging environment. Children being read to regularly fosters a love for reading and books. 
Moreover, digital storytelling helps enhance children’s oracy, reading and writing skills in early years by combining audio and images it provides a sensory experience that encourage children to engage and express themselves creatively and verbally supporting their oracy skills (Robin, 2008). Similar to traditional storytelling listening to digital stories also exposes children to rich vocabulary, sentence structures enhancing their language development. Digital storytelling also adds the element of digital competence. 
Both digital storytelling and traditional storytelling play an important role in developing oracy, reading and writing skills. While traditional storytelling develops imaginative thinking and expressive language, digital storytelling adds interactive promoting technological literacy and sustained shared thinking. Together both approaches support the Curriculum for Wales (2022) by fostering communication creativity and critical thinking as well as aligning with SSTEW which focuses on language, cognitive development and emotional well-being (Siraj et al, 2015). 
In conclusion, storytelling in the early years whether that is traditional storytelling or digital they both support the holistic development of children’s language, literacy and digital competencies. Traditional storytelling emphasises social interaction, expressive communication, imagination skills, and oral language while digital storytelling includes technology that offers interactive experiences and develop both traditional literacy as well as digital competency (Whitehead, 2010). Robin (2018) supports this by stating Integrating media technologies such as the Tonies Box help enhance engagement and creative expression. Practitioners combining the both ways for storytelling ensures they are providing inclusive play-based learning experiences for the children fostering confident communicators while teaching them digital competency. The Tonies Box promotes engagement and confidence in using technology safely and purposefully. Listening to stories and songs on the Tonies Box enhances auditory comprehension, vocabulary and narrative understanding while supporting the digital literacy skills of navigation, sequencing and cause and effect (Stephen and Edwards 2018).
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